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According to the U.S. Department of State 
Assistant Secretary William R. Brownfield, “What 
happens overseas, what we do overseas, has a 
direct impact on our homes, our streets, and our 
communities here in the United States.”

In the spirit of contributing to a safer world, and 
in collaboration with the international drug 
trafficking fight, five Ohio State Highway Patrol 
(OSHP) officers traveled to Bangkok, Thailand, 
in March to conduct crash investigation training. 
The initiative was through a partnership program 
with the Bureau of International Narcotics and 
Law Enforcement Affairs – also known as INL – 
of the United States Department of State. 

Through this unique program, law enforcement 
officers from around the globe have the 
opportunity to learn from each other and build 
partnerships. The State Department pays all costs 
including the salaries of state and local officers 
while they are deployed.

At the request of the Royal Thai Police (RTP), 
five OSHP crash reconstructionists spent two 
weeks in Bangkok, Thailand, from March 20 to 
31, teaching RTP officers to conduct thorough 
traffic crash investigations. Among those on 
the trip were Sgt. Jason Eiden (Findlay), Sgt. 
Frank Horvath (Columbus), Tpr. Larry Gaskill 
(Cambridge), Tpr. Todd Jester (Warren) and Tpr. 
Jennifer Soderquist (Wilmington).

C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a

State Troopers Conduct Crash 
Investigation Training in Bangkok

SAFER WORLD
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Thailand has achieved significant success in its long-term strategies against illegal 
drug abuse, trafficking and production; however, its criminal laws, criminal 
justice institutions and investigative capabilities need improvement in order to 
respond more effectively to transnational and domestic criminal threats.

“Drugs obviously have a part in traffic crashes everywhere, and Ohio is no 
different than any other place or Thailand because they have drug-related crashes 
there,” Sgt. Eiden said. “The proper investigation of a crash can lead to criminal 
charges, or ways to try and combat the problem itself to prevent some of these 
crashes from happening.”

The OSHP officers taught a total of 80 forensic science officers from the RTP 
over the course of two weeks in both Basic and Intermediate Crash Investigation. 
Training topics included how to properly identify, collect, and document physical 
evidence from vehicles and the roadway; how to analyze traffic crash elements 
and dynamics; how to apply measuring, photography, and data gathering 
techniques; and technical report writing.

The training was part of the INL/Bankok’s Law Enforcement Support project and 
took place at the RTP Tactical Training Center in Hua Hin. It was designed to 
increase the capacity of the Royal Thai Government to combat transnational and 
other crimes that threaten Thailand and regional security.

Thailand is currently ranked second in the world in terms of traffic fatalities, and 
the RTP had never previously received training in traffic crash investigations.

“Honestly it was a very humbling experience in that aspect to see how much they 
were able to do with so little,” Sgt. Eiden said. “They didn’t have a lot. They were 
doing measurements and things of that nature with nylon tapes, taking as many 
measurements as I would with a Total Station. They really took everything that 
they had and they put it to good use. There was nothing that was wasted.”

Sgt. Eiden served as the team leader, while the other four officers were tasked 
mainly with the instruction of the students. He oversaw the two class rooms of 
students, handled logistics and made sure the instructors had what they needed 
for the program.

The students were divided into two groups – one instructed by Sgt. Horvath and 
Tpr. Gaskill, and the other instructed by Tpr. Soderquist and Tpr. Jester.

“I’m really proud of how the instructor team came together to really put on a great 
class for all of the students,” Sgt. Eiden said. “I was just as proud of the effort the 
students put forth. Never have I seen such a group of people put so much effort 
into a class like this that I have taught before here.”

INL selected the OSHP to implement this program because of the agency's 
reputation and expertise in traffic crash investigations. In 2016, OSHP 
investigated more than 63,000 traffic crashes. Additionally, within the OSHP, the 
Ohio Traffic Safety Office is responsible for strategic planning that focuses on 
traffic safety programs to reduce crash-related fatalities.

Although the RTP officers had experience in crime scenes and photography, they 
lacked basic fundamentals of traffic crash investigations.

“Our classes were comprised of forensic police officers. I was surprised to discover 
that they never respond to crash scenes or do any type of scene evaluation. I 
couldn’t imagine investigating a crash and never appearing on scene,” Tpr. 
Soderquist said. “I was also surprised by their lack of knowledge in reference to 
the interior of a vehicle. They only examine the exterior and were never exposed 
to the link between occupant injuries and damage to the interior of the vehicle.”

She went on to note that the interior examination is important because it can 
lead to drug interdiction, emphasizing that law enforcement officers need to 
arrive on a crash scene and open their eyes beyond just the crash investigation 
and remember all the drug interdiction techniques. Those skills, paired with 
knowledge and experience gained over time, can turn a crash investigation into a 
meaningful lead to aid in the war on drugs.

In September 2012, the OSHP became one of the first state law enforcement 
agencies in the country to sign a partnership agreement with the United States 
Department of State – INL. This enables INL to utilize the knowledge and 
expertise of Ohio troopers to train, advise and mentor foreign law enforcement 
personnel as part of the Department of State’s numerous foreign assistance 
programs focused on civilian security. OSHP gains the ability to expand its ties 
with countries of interest, develop new skill sets and represent the U.S. 

Through the INL program, OSHP officers have previously conducted operational 
and core values training in Suriname, Guyana and Ghana. 
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For more on this story, watch the latest episode of Contributing 
to a Safer Ohio at youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.

Additionally, the Patrol hosted a visit from the Ecuador Transit Police in June 
2012. They had been tasked by the Ecuadorian government to implement a 
highway patrol in their country and the OSHP was chosen as the model agency 
for the visit.

Collaboration within law enforcement, and the sharing of ideas and techniques, 
is at the core of the INL program.

“If another country could provide us with education and techniques that could 
enhance our agency, I hope we would be receptive to that benefit. This global 
project is about helping each other, we are all part of the same law enforcement 
community.” Tpr. Soderquist said.

By the end of the two weeks in Thailand, discussions expanded from being solely 
training-related to exploring ways of further develop the RTP’s forensic science, 
in order to establish standardized procedures in their approach to traffic crashes 
to build a solid crash investigation program.
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OCJS

The Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) recently released the Ohio Multi-
Jurisdictional Drug Task Force Report, highlighting more than 26,700 pounds of 
drugs seized off Ohio’s streets and 4,991 individuals indicted in 2016. Of these, 4,742 
were non-federal indictments and 249 were federal indictments. Nearly 44 percent 
were Felony 1, Felony 2, or Felony 3 indictments.

“We will continue to provide resources and support in Ohio’s fight against opioid 
abuse, so it is critical that the state continues to build on existing partnerships,” said 
Karhlton Moore, OCJS Executive Director. “Looking to 2017 and 2018, we will 
continue to focus on enhancing effective prevention methods, expanding the state’s 
capacity to disrupt the supply and decrease the drug demand, while continuing to 
strengthen our collaborative efforts with the Ohio National Guard, Ohio Department 
of Mental Health and Addiction Services, the Ohio State Highway Patrol, Ohio High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking Area, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and the 
Ohio Task Force Commanders Association.”

Forty-one task forces submitted reports for the January 2016-June 2016 reporting 
period, and 39 task forces submitted reports for the July 2016-December 2016 
reporting period.

Funding for multi-jurisdictional task forces is available through OCJS from two 
primary sources – the federal Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) and 
the state Drug Law Enforcement Fund (DLEF). Task forces are eligible to apply under 
both programs. In CY 2016, 29 task forces received JAG funding totaling over $1.2 
million and 40 task forces received DLEF grants totaling over $5.5 million.

Ohio has made advances in combatting drug trafficking and drug abuse through the 
implementation of several targeted enforcement and prevention efforts. To view the 
current Ohio Multi-Jurisdictional Drug Task Force Report, please visit ocjs.ohio.gov.

 
Nearly 5,000 individuals indicted according to newly-released report

More than 26,700 Pounds of Drugs 
Seized by Ohio Drug Task Forces
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2016 DRUG SEIZURES
Task forces reported on the total amount of drugs they removed from the streets in 2016 in 
the report. The table shows that significant quantities of marijuana (processed and plants), 

cocaine, heroin and methamphetamine were seized by Ohio drug task forces in 2016.

by Ohio drug task forces

DRUG SEIZED AMOUNT REMOVED
Cocaine 526 pounds
Crack 12.5 pounds
Heroin 216.9 pounds
Marijuana-processed 26,079 pounds
Marijuana-plants 11,120 plants
LSD 3,855 Dosage Units
Ecstasy 4,869 Dosage Units
Synthetic hallucinogen (K2,spice) 3 pounds
Methamphetamine 203 pounds
Psilocybin mushrooms 14 pounds
Bath salts 1.4 pounds
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OHS

For the first time in Ohio history, the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety (ODPS) has turned its efforts towards 
providing businesses with resources and information 
proven to deter and respond to attacks as well as survival 
resiliency in the event of an attack. In partnership with 
The Ohio Council of Retail Merchants (OCRM), ODPS 
launched the My Safer Ohio Business clearinghouse 
for Ohio businesses to better protect their customers, 
employees, and property, particularly in light of recent 
attacks by individuals and small groups on people in and 
around businesses. Tools include layered physical security, 
cyber security hygiene, and information previously 
shared only with governmental entities.

“The Ohio Council of Retail Merchants, representing 
over 7,500 members statewide, is excited about this 
partnership with the Ohio Department of Public Safety,” 
said OCRM President and Chief Executive Officer 
Gordon M. Gough. “We feel that this resource will 
provide our members critical information to not only 
help protect their businesses, but make it easier to access 
key state services.”

This partnership will open the door for businesses to have 
easy access to a wide variety of resources, safety tools 
and information in order to aid in their development 
of emergency plans, training, communication and 
collaboration. Programs such as the Ohio Public Private 
Partnership, Emergency Partner Credentialing System, as 
well as a wide variety of templates are now available for 
all businesses in one central location online.

“Partnerships are key to success,” said ODPS Director 
John Born. “The goal of this partnership is simple; create 
a stronger, safer and more resilient state of Ohio."

Partner organizations will also have the ability to submit 
and share topical information and resources through the 
clearinghouse.

Ohio Department of Public Safety Partners 
with Ohio Council of Retail Merchants to 
Provide Free Resources and Tools to Keep 
Businesses Safer
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Details regarding some of the available services 
are listed below.

• The Ohio Public Private Partnership 
(OP3) - OP3 is an initiative designed to 
provide current information and situational 
awareness on disaster prevention, response 
and recovery efforts to state agency and 
business executives, allowing decisions and 
resources to best support the needs of the 
impacted community.

• The Emergency Partnering Credentialing 
System (EPCS) – EPCS provides an 
opportunity for businesses to obtain free 
electronic credentials to have access to 
disaster areas to ensure that employees are 
safe, commerce continues to move and life-
sustaining supplies can be delivered.

• Vulnerability Assessments - Businesses 
now have the tools to perform vulnerability 
assessments and have access to free 
emergency planning templates. Vulnerability 
assessments are key for business safety as 
they will help determine safety gaps that 
businesses can target for improvements.

• Private Investigator Security Guard Services 
(PISGS) - Private security plays a valuable 
role in protecting businesses. PISGS, which 
certifies all private security statewide, can 
direct businesses on where to go to hire 
accredited private security.

• Tabletop Exercise Materials - Tabletop 
exercises provide a unique training 
environment for all types of organizations to 
communicate and interact as if an emergency 
is happening. Examples of these and tips on 
how-to develop these exercises are available.

To access more resources and information, visit 
the My Safer Ohio Business clearinghouse here: 
publicsafety.ohio.gov/mysaferohiobusiness.
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EMA

A little-known system of rain and river gauges across the state provides 
real-time data to those who issue timely flood warnings. With nearly 
300 rain gauges and 75 river stage gauges, the State of Ohio Rain/Snow 
Monitoring System or STORMS, helps bridge the gap between predictions 
and actual rainfall. 

“The data we receive from the state’s STORMS system is invaluable. We 
can see how much rain has actually reached the ground and how Ohio’s 
streams are handling the increased hydrological flow,” said Julia Dian-Reed, 
a meteorologist with the National Weather System’s Wilmington office. 

“STORMS enhances our ability to better predict flooding across the state.”

And it’s not just for the weather professionals. The public can view the 
STORMS data on the Ohio Emergency Management Agency (Ohio EMA) 
website: storms2.ema.state.oh.us.

Many Ohioans have rain gauges, with most people needing to go out and 
look to see how much water is collected after each storm. STORMS gauges, 
however, are high-tech. Each sends a signal to one of 11 collection points 
placed strategically around the state. One of the most prominent is perched 
more than 600 feet above Downtown Columbus where a complex series of 
receivers and computers sit atop the 41-story Rhodes State Office Tower. 

Born out of tragedy, yet maintained with great care, systems like STORMS 
don’t just happen on their own. 

After 26 people died in a June 1990 flash flood near Shadyside in Belmont 
County, the Ohio General Assembly directed the Ohio EMA to develop a 
flood warning system in selected counties and to make recommendations 
about expanding the system to other areas of the state. The original 
funding provided for remote sensing gauges as well as the hardware and 
software to operate the system. 

High-tech Rain and River 
Gauges Crucial to Ohio's 
Flood Warning System
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Today, the Ohio EMA Communications 
Branch maintains the system, visiting each 
gauge at least twice a year. Ohio EMA owns 
about 200 rain gauges, the City of Columbus 
has 46 and the City of Cincinnati has 32. 
The U.S. Geological Survey owns the 75 river 
stage gauges. 

This spring, Ohio EMA is working to expand 
the system incrementally. Working with the 
City of Columbus, five new precipitation 
gauges are being positioned in the Upper 
Scioto Watershed to provide additional 
ground saturation data to the National 
Weather Service. This additional data will 
help the National Weather Service provide 
accurate flood guidance for the City of 
Columbus and Ohio residents along the 
Scioto, Olentangy and Ohio rivers. Locations 
for these new gauges include Northmor 
in Morrow County, Caledonia in Marion 
County, Richwood in Union County, Mt. 
Victory in Hardin County and Bellefontaine 
in Logan County. 

Sixty-five of Ohio’s 88 counties have gauges, 
and an effort to bring the number to 66 is 
underway with two additional new gauges 
planned for Vinton County.
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ODPS 
Briefs

State EMS Medical Director Carol Cunningham recently shared a 
message of injury prevention at the opening session of the 2017 USA 
Hockey national tournament. The city of Cleveland served as host to the 
high school segment of the tournament.

Her presentation, "Bruises that Mask Badness," highlighted growth plate 
fractures, blunt abdominal trauma and spinal cord injuries. As an added 
public safety message, Dr. Cunningham closed with pain management 
including an overview of the facts and myths in association of Ohio’s 
growing national opioid overdose crisis.

State EMS Medical Director Discusses Injury 
Prevention at USA Hockey National Tournament

From left: Jim Smith – Reporter for USAHockey.com and USA Hockey Magazine, 
B.J.Ringrose - USA Hockey Coordinator of Officiating Education Program, Mike Mulhall - 
USA Hockey National Tournament Chair, Bob Mathson - USA Hockey High School Section 
Chair, Mike Connor - USA Hockey High School Section, Dr. Carol Cunningham, John 
Coleman - USA Hockey High School Section, Ken Rausch - USA Hockey Director of Youth 
Hockey, Steve Laing - California Amateur Hockey Association President
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With the authorization from House Bill 384 of the 
131st General Assembly, Ohio EMA provided more 
than $7 million in grant funding to qualified nonprofit 
organizations around the state for eligible security 
improvements that help the organization prevent, 
prepare for and respond to acts of terrorism.

“With this grant, the Ohio Legislature has made it 
possible for organizations to improve their security 
posture,” said Ohio EMA Executive Director Sima 
Merick. “Preventative measures are most often the  
best way to protect people and to provide a 
safer environment.”

Each eligible nonprofit was able to apply for up 
to $100,000. Applicants were required to include 
a vulnerability/risk assessment (conducted by 
experienced security, law enforcement or military 
personnel) and describe how the award will be used to 
address the vulnerabilities identified in the assessment. 
Grants were awarded on a competitive basis based on 
criteria and eligibilities established in House Bill 384. 

For more information, please visit: ema.ohio.gov/
PreparednessGrants_SecurityGrantsForNonProfits.aspx.

Nonprofits Upgrade Security to 
Help Prepare for Terror Threats

One of the Ohio Investigative 
Unit’s (OIU) biggest gambling 
cases came to a close in March 
after a Wooster man and his 
company and a Mentor man and 
his company were sentenced for 
their roles in a large-scale illegal 
gambling operation. Both men 
were convicted of gambling, and 
each of their companies were 
convicted of the felony charge of 
attempted engaging in a pattern 
of corrupt activity.

The two individuals and their 
companies forfeited in excess of 
$2 million, and both were placed 
on community control sanctions. 
Their businesses paid more 
than $20,000 in fines and court 
costs. The court also issued an 
order to “immediately cease all 
business operation related to the 
Puzzle Bug electronic gaming 
device and/or other electronic 
gaming devices, including but 
not limited to, the manufacture, 
sale, placement, distribution, 
advertisement, collections, 
service and/or maintenance.”

During the course of the 
investigation, more than 40 
individuals and companies 
were convicted of engaging in 
a pattern of corrupt activity, 
money laundering, gambling 
and possession of criminal 
tools. OIU agents seized more 
than 400 illegal slot machines 
and courts have ordered more 
than $4.3 million in forfeiture. 
Additional charges are expected 
on several out-of-state 
manufacturers identified during 
the investigation.

OIU agents and the United 
States Secret Service were 
assisted by the Ohio Attorney 
General’s Office’s Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation, Wooster 
Police Department, and the 
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s 
Office throughout the 
investigation.

One of Ohio’s Largest Gambling 
Cases Results in Sentencing
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For more on this story, watch the latest episode of Contributing 
to a Safer Ohio at youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.

The Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
(BMV), Office of Criminal Justice 
Services (OCJS) and Opportunities 
for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) 
recently partnered to produce a video 
that provides an overview of the 
process that allows an individual who 
is deaf or hearing impaired to obtain a 
commercial driver license (CDL). 

The video uses American Sign 
Language (ASL) to communicate with 
those interested in learning more 
about the steps needed to obtain a 
CDL. The video can be viewed on the 
BMV and OOD websites (bmv.ohio.
gov and ood.ohio.gov).

“We are excited about this video 
that uses ASL to communicate the 
important message that obtaining a 
CDL is possible,” said BMV Registrar 
Don Petit. “This program is growing 
as word spreads about this in-demand 
employment option, and we are 
pleased that it is being embraced.”

The law changed last year to allow 
individuals who are deaf or hearing 
impaired the opportunity to obtain 
a CDL. The BMV, OCJS, and OOD 
partnered to develop procedures that 
allow individuals who qualify for a 
hearing exemption waiver to train and 
test for a CDL.

“This collaboration is another example 
of Ohio breaking down barriers to 
employment for individuals with 
disabilities,” said OOD Executive 
Director Kevin Miller. “It means 
high paying jobs for Ohioans and 
an expanding workforce for Ohio 
employers.” 

Since implementing the new CDL 
testing process, Ohio has seen 
immediate interest from individuals 
with hearing impairments wanting to 
learn more about obtaining a CDL. At 
last report, nearly 10 individuals were 
in various phases of obtaining their 
waiver, training or testing.

The CDL trucking driving industry is 
an in-demand occupation supporting 
Ohio's economy. The trucking 
industry will greatly benefit from a 
larger pool of qualified candidates. To 
find out more about an in-demand 
career in the transportation industry, 
visit OhioMeansJobs.com or your 
county's OhioMeansJobs Center.

Agencies Produce New Video for Hard of Hearing Individuals 
Interested in a Obtaining Commercial Driver License

“The biggest reason behind the video is to just make 
sure we are creating opportunity.” Said Mindy Duncan 
(Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities, Deputy 
Director of Bureau Services for the Visually Impaired)  

“Now someone who has hearing loss in Ohio has the 
cooperation of three state agencies helping to put 
them in the driver’s seat.”
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