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Last July, during the Republican National 
Convention in Cleveland, an Ohio State Highway 
Patrol (OSHP) trooper assigned to the Mobile Field 
Force (MFF) was faced with a person protesting 
the incident in which 12-year-old Tamir Rice 
was fatally shot by Cleveland police in 2014. The 
man, with his 4-year-old daughter, was screaming 
obscenities at MFF troopers and periodically 
fake shooting his daughter, who would fall to the 
ground as part of the protest. As the man went 
down one line of troopers and then the next, he 
dropped his chap-stick on the ground. A MFF 
trooper, who had just been yelled at by this man, 
picked up the chap-stick and courteously returned 
it to the man. A group of onlookers saw this gesture 

and began applauding. They moved in around the 
protester to support the troopers, which caused 
him to leave the area. 

The OSHP is prepared to respond to critical 
incidents that involve large groups of individuals 
who are demonstrating outside the parameters of 
a peaceful demonstration. A designated group of 
troopers and sergeants comprises a stand-alone 
MFF that can respond to potentially volatile or 
violent demonstrations to augment the district 
personnel who would also be involved in the event. 

MFF personnel are fully-equipped with civil 

disturbance equipment, that includes full body 
gear to minimize injury to the officer when 
confronted by violent individuals. They are 
supported during demonstrations with units from 
the OSHP’s Special Response Team, who can 
provide conflict resolution solutions and options 
during these incidents.

Officers receive advanced training, and are 
encouraged to share training information with 
officers who are attending the annual civil 
disturbance training.

From its onset, the MFF was designed to provide 
rapid, organized and disciplined response to civil 
disorder, crowd control or other tactical situations. 

We’re here to protect life and property
Mobile Field Force

A new capacity to respond



Team building was essential to a strong MFF. 
Troopers who were selected needed to demonstrate 
the division’s core values, have support from their 
post commander, show maturity and emotional 
stability, and have the ability to cope with highly-
emotional situations.

The first 100 officers were trained in June 2011 by 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency in 
both classroom and field exercises. Since protesters 
and demonstrators have rights to freedom of 
speech and peaceful assembly, officer training 
included a summary of the First and Fourth 
Amendments. During a civil disorder, the Fourth 
Amendment does not change in terms of the right 
of people to be secure in persons, houses and effects 
against unreasonable search and seizure.

Additional training included Demonstrator Tactics, 
a summary of “Team Concept,” an overview of 
formations and tactics, as well as an overview 
of Arrest Teams, Basic Riot Formations, Baton 
Use and Gas Mask Procedure. All of the training 
occurred under the auspice of 42 U.S.C. 1983 to 
ensure MFF training is proactive, regular, current 
and frequent.

Following training, troopers were divided into 
three platoons, which were comprised of troopers 
from various districts. MFF troopers were 
issued helmets, body armor, uniforms, personal 
protection equipment (also known as turtle gear), 
baton, shield, gas mask and gloves.

According to MFF commander Staff Lt. Ed Mejia, 
MFF was first utilized primarily in crowd control 
details at universities.

“Ohio University and Athens police departments 
had been having trouble dealing with large events,” 
Mejia said about events at Ohio University. “At 
Palmer Fest they would have between 7,000 
to 10,000 people on one city block. There was 
alcohol, drugs and even fires. The Athens Police 
Department needed help getting control back.”

The first MFF deployment to Palmer Fest involved 
33 troopers. They deployed in uniform and with 
a sense of discipline and professionalism that 
successfully shut down the parties without a 
single issue.

“We were never challenged and I think that had 
a lot do with the training and discipline of those 
troopers,” Mejia said. “We stuck to our motto – 
‘We’re here to protect life and property.’ And to this 
day, every MFF trooper not only knows that motto 
but follows it in every deployment.”

In 2013, the MFF began being utilized for high-
profile security details such as the Governor’s State-
of-the-State address held outside of Columbus in 
private/public venues. 

Word of the MFF began to spread through law 
enforcement circles. Mejia and Retired Staff Lt. 
Steve Rosta conducted training at the Ohio Peace 
Officers Training Academy on how agencies could 
start up their own MFF. Additional training 
seminars were also held for law enforcement 
agencies in Cincinnati, Columbus, Dayton and 
Perrysburg.

Then in 2015, requests for the MFF increased 
significantly. Smaller police departments that 
could not afford the training and equipment 
began calling for the MFF more frequently as law 
enforcement leaders learned about the program 
and its success.

For example, on January 17, 2015, MFF troopers 
assisted the Central State University Police 
Department with security for the university’s 
homecoming dance. During the previous year, a 
small riot broke out with nearly 1,000 students, 
which required an emergency call for assistance to 
all surrounding agencies.

On May 23, 2015, MFF troopers were in Cleveland 
for anticipated civil unrest as the trial verdict was 
announced regarding fired Cleveland police officer 
Michael Brelo for his role in a deadly November 
2012 police chase and shooting. This was the first 
time for an emergency deployment of the MFF due 
to the potential for significant civil unrest. 

The entire MFF team, representing three platoons 
and troopers from every OSHP district, and 
250 additional state troopers, were deployed to 
assist the Cleveland Division of Police (CDP) 
surrounding the release of the Brelo verdict. An 
additional 300 state troopers were given baseline 
training in May 2015 prior to the Brelo verdict 
release, and the Ohio National Guard had 
personnel staged in the area as well. 

This was a 24/7 multi-day deployment that spanned 
Memorial Day weekend, during which time MFF 
troopers were deployed to several calls where they 
were bused to a “hot area” to quell disturbances, 
and assist CDP with arrests. 

Feature
Story

4 Safer Ohio

With success, deployments increased
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“Logistically, it was a real challenge to find 
places for that many troopers to stay, eat and 
ensure everyone had the proper equipment in 
the event things went bad,” Mejia said. “After 
the verdict was announced, we were deployed 
two times in the city. Everything worked out 
and we once again stuck to our motto.”

The Brelo deployment opened the door to a 
broader partnership with CDP in 2015 and 
2016. MFF troopers were deployed to assist in 
Cleveland during the 2015 NBA Finals, the 
first Republican Party presidential debate, as 
well as officer-involved unarmed shooting 
protests (which also led to similar MFF 
deployments in Cincinnati and Dayton).

The MFF was deployed 17 times in 2016. 
These deployments marked two firsts for 
the group: MFF troopers were part of 500 
OSHP troopers deployed for the Republican 
National Convention (RNC) in Cleveland, 
which was the largest deployment of troopers 
to any single event in the division’s history; 
and MFF’s first out-of-state deployment 
occurred to assist the Morton County 
Sheriff's Office in Mandan, North Dakota, 
regarding civil unrest associated with the 
Dakota Access Pipeline protests.

MFF troopers trained weekly with the 
CDP throughout late 2015 and early 2016 
leading up to the RNC. Also as part of the 
lead up to the RNC, the team trained all 
OSHP personnel around the state in early 
2016. MFF troopers were staged throughout 
the city and inside the event perimeter. 

Two firsts for the MFF
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Every trooper volunteered to do thisDeployed in various parts of Cleveland, Mejia noted MFF troopers showed great 
discipline and did whatever they were called on to do.

Inside the event perimeter, MFF troopers marched end-to-end daily through 
what was called the “hard zone.”

“The delegates and other VIPs would cheer and thank us as we marched through. 
I got goosebumps on my arms and neck every time,” Mejia said. “It’s a thankless 
job — heading into danger and volunteering to go do that. The professionalism 
and discipline from our troopers and those others from around the country, 
and the gratitude we received from so many people during that operation, was 
the most impactful event of my career.”

Joined by more than 1,000 law enforcement officers from across the country, 
and working side-by-side with troopers from states like Michigan, Florida, 
Kansas and California, resulted in the safest national political convention in 
United States history.

According to the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s National Weather Service, Hurricane Sandy (unofficially 
referred to as “Superstorm Sandy”) was the deadliest and most destructive 
hurricane of the 2012 Atlantic hurricane season. It also provided a blueprint 
for the value Ohio troopers can have in assisting other states during national 
disasters or civil disturbances. For that reason, and its national reputation 
following the RNC, in late 2016 MFF troopers were deployed to assist law 
enforcement with civil disturbances at the Dakota Access Pipeline project in 
North Dakota. 

And once again, the MFF operation was driven by its motto — To protect life 
and property.

MFF troopers who deployed to North Dakota were away for two weeks, 
working 12-hour shifts alongside city, county and state law enforcement officers. 
It also marked the first time in its history that MFF troopers were actively 
engaged by protesters.

“We had rocks thrown at us, we were physically challenged and some protesters 
tried to break our line,” Mejia said. “We were stationed near a river and some 
protesters even tried water landings to get across the river. Everyone one of our 
troopers performed admirably during the entire deployment”

For more on this story, watch the latest episode of Contributing to a 
Safer Ohio at youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.

Mejia believes the growth and success of the MFF since 2011 is directly 
attributable to a foundational building block instilled in every trooper at the 
Academy from day one of cadet training — do the right thing.

“Every trooper volunteered to do this. The way they perform under stress, it’s a 
job most wouldn’t want to do,” Mejia said.

It should be noted that all MFF personnel are also troopers assigned to posts 
so there is a need to balance supporting traditional field operations with added 
responsibilities and expectations from the growing MFF role in state security. 
Dedicating the necessary time and ongoing training is an important part of 
successful MFF operations, including training non-MFF personnel in the same 
philosophies and tactics. This commitment to the program is reflected in the 
overall support MFF has received from the leadership in the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety and OSHP.

All OSHP cadet, OSHP Basic and OSHP-CDP classes have had the same MFF-
related training since 2014. Outside agencies trained by MFF personnel include 
those from the Toledo Police Department, CDP, Dayton Police Department and 
Western Basin Regional in Cleveland.

Newer training for MFF troopers has included Cut Team Training, 
Demonstrator Tactics and Less Lethal Training. In early 2016, the MFF 
team began using its own grenadier team to free up and separate the Special 
Response Team for the RNC. A total of 50 MFF members were certified in less 
lethal weaponry and rounds. MFF now provides its own less than lethal cover at 
certain events.

The bottom line for the MFF is outlined in two ways: 3Ds (Discipline, Discipline, 
Discipline); and like the trooper who returned the dropped chap-stick of the 
man who had just yelled at him at the RNC, through its motto, “We’re here to 
protect life and property.”
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OSHP

More than 1,400 people attended the Amish Health and 
Safety Day at Keim Lumber in Charm, Ohio. This is the 17th 
year for the event and is sponsored by the Holmes County 
Safe Communities Coalition, which includes the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol (OSHP) and the Holmes County Emergency 
Management Agency (EMA.) 

The event promotes safety tips for buggies, farm, fire and 
bicycle/pedestrian, and the finale featured a full-scale mock 
crash coordinated by the OSHP, which focused on work 
truck safety, bicycle safety and sharing the roadway. 

“This event allowed for open discussion on ways to keep 
everyone safe while traveling in Amish country,” said Lt. 
Stephanie Norman, commander of the Patrol’s Wooster 
Post. “There have been many improvements with buggy 
markings and lighting over the years, but there is still a need 
to educate. Amish country is a beautiful place to visit and 
through the Safe Communities work we will keep Ohio a 
safer place.”

Ohio Department of Public Safety Director John Born, 
Ohio EMA Executive Director Sima Merick and Ohio EMA 
Deputy Director Russ Decker attended the event and viewed 
a demonstration on the importance of having reflective 
materials on buggies and their operators, pedestrians and 
bicyclists. There was also a bicycle rodeo that emphasized 
knowing traffic laws, hand signals and ways to keep safe 
while traveling on a bicycle in Amish country. 

Information was available from 50 entities such as the 
Holmes County Health Department, various hospitals and 
other specialty programs. This information was geared 
toward the safety and well-being of all persons residing in and 
around Holmes County. Approximately four million tourists 
visit Ohio’s Amish country in northeast Ohio each year.

In addition to the Holmes County event, similar Amish-
focused safety events are held Geauga, Ashland, Wayne and 
Richland Counties supported by their respective county 
EMA offices and Ohio EMA.

Amish Buggy Safety Emphasized 
at Holmes County Health & 
Safety Day 

For more on this story, watch the latest episode of Contributing 
to a Safer Ohio at youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.



The Ohio Department of Public Safety’s 
Division of Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS), the State Board of Emergency Medical, 
Fire, and Transportation Services (EMFTS) 
and the Ohio Chapter of the American College 
of Emergency Physicians (Ohio ACEP) joined 
forces and hosted the 17th Annual EMS Star 
of Life Awards ceremony in observance of 
National Emergency Medical Services Week 
(May 21-27).

The theme "EMS STRONG: Always in 
Service…"exemplifies the commitment and 
dedication of the 750,000 EMS providers 
nationwide, and the more than 34,000 in Ohio, 
who provide an essential community service 
every day.

Attendees of the ceremony heard the 
outstanding accounts of first responders 
fearlessly entering emergency situations, 
quickly assessing and deciding what needed to 
be done to save a mother, a father, or a child; 
like that of EMS Star Award recipient Bath Fire 
Department (pictured at right).

For a full list of EMS Star of Life Awards 
recipients, visit ems.ohio.gov.

Left to right: Assistant Fire Chief Rob Campbell, Bath FD; Chris Najsztup, Richfield FD; Steve Weinert, Bath FD; 
patient Caleb Perkins; Lt. George Seifert, Bath FD; Chris Null, Bath PD; and Chief Walt Hower, Bath FD.

EMS

Premier Event 
Recognizes and Honors 
Ohio’s Excellent 
Prehospital Providers

On March 18, 2016, the Bath Fire Department EMS 
crew was dispatched to the Revere High School 
track after receiving a report that 16-year-old Caleb 
Perkins had collapsed while running the 400 meter 
event. His coaches, Lyle Kniep and Brian Racin, 
found him unresponsive and immediately called 
9-1-1 and started CPR.

The EMS crew arrived on the scene and found 
the trainer, Taylor Gray, and athletic director, Bill 
Conley, had used an AED and were currently 

performing CPR. The EMS crew took over CPR 
and moved Caleb to the squad for transport to 
the hospital. After a second defibrillation was 
administered, Caleb’s pulse returned and he began to 
breathe on his own. 

The quick actions, resuscitation efforts, and seamless 
teamwork among Caleb’s coaches, the trainer, the 
athletic director and the Bath Fire Department 
saved him from certain death. Caleb Perkins made a 
complete recovery and has resumed a normal life.

8 Safer Ohio



OIU/
PISGS

Ohio Investigative Unit and Private 
Investigator Security Guard Services Join 
Forces during Cleveland Investigation

In a combined effort to combat a nuisance in the city of Cleveland, the Ohio 
Investigative Unit (OIU) and Private Investigator Security Guard Services 
(PISGS) joined forces with the Cleveland Division of Police to execute a search 
warrant at an after-hours club on Aug. 5, 2017. 

Law enforcement arrested 22 individuals with multiple charges including illegal 
sales of alcohol and unlicensed security at the Cleveland after-hours club. PISGS 
found 11 unlicensed security guards and several were felons working armed. 
During the search warrant, OIU agents seized firearms, ammunition, money, 
vehicles, various bottles of alcohol and cocaine. 

The after-hours club had multiple incidents of violence, was selling liquor 
without a valid permit and was using unlicensed security guards prior to the 
search warrant. PISGS assisted law enforcement in identifying which individuals 
were guards through social media posts. PISGS and OIU also participated in 
meetings, advising multiple agencies of the state laws regarding illegal liquor 
sales, unlicensed security and providing information based on previous PISGS 
and OIU investigations.

PISGS and OIU also assisted in questioning and processing the guards who were 
arrested, by advising them on the Ohio Revised Code pertaining to unlicensed 
security services.

Eleven individuals will be charged with providing unlicensed security and 
possible complicity charges, and as many as four will be indicted federally.  

Agencies who also participated in the investigation included: Cleveland 4th 
District Vice; Cleveland SWAT; the Cuyahoga County Sheriff ’s Office; and the 
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

The PISGS Enforcement Section is charged with administering the laws and 
rules governing the private investigator and security guard industry. (ORC 
4749 and OAC 4501:7-1)  In 2016, the enforcement section handled over 50 
cases, including the first felony conviction for operating without a license. The 
enforcement team includes one supervisor and four investigators who travel 
throughout Ohio investigating allegations of unlicensed activity, as well as 
wrongdoing by licensed providers. If you suspect a security provider is operating 
without a license or in violation of law, please contact the PISGS Enforcement 
Unit at 614-752-7743 or Text-A-Tip at 614-705-2TIP (2847).

In Ohio, in order to sell alcohol, businesses must have a valid liquor permit issued 
by the Ohio Department of Commerce’s Division of Liquor Control. OIU agents 
are plainclothes, fully-sworn peace officers charged with enforcing the state’s 
liquor law. To report an illegal liquor sales establishment, contact OIU at #677.

Safer Ohio  9

PISGS investigators and OIU agents work together on a 
regular basis to help make Ohio’s bars and nightclubs safe.
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ODPS

For more on this story, watch the latest 
episode of Contributing to a Safer Ohio 
at youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.

New Anti-Human 
Trafficking 
Efforts Focus on 
Recognition
Restaurants, hotels, bars, truck stops, convenience stores and adult entertainment 
clubs across Ohio are places where human trafficking may take place. Plainclothes 
Ohio Investigative Unit (OIU) agents go from one liquor permit establishment to 
another looking for signs of human trafficking. 

Sex and labor trafficking often take place where there is a liquor permit, and for 
that reason, agents have formed regional human trafficking interdiction working 
groups. In June, every agent received updated training on human trafficking and 
information on how to connect potential victims with service providers. 

“Due to the constant foot and vehicle traffic and hours of operation of many 
of our liquor permit premises, it is well known that these traffickers use these 
opportunities to cover their crimes,” said OIU Commander, Captain Gary Allen. 

The working groups are meant to connect law enforcement agencies and victims’ 
advocate organizations, provide outreach programs for advocates, as well as 
information on how to connect with those identified as potential victims and offer 
OIU’s undercover agents to departments who may need additional resources. 

“They’re going in there because they have the right to go in there to make sure 
everything else is legal. Why would they not want to make sure that there’s no sexual 
coercion, no forcible trafficking happening in these places?” asked Vanessa Perkins, 
a human trafficking survivor and an anti-human trafficking advocate. “I think it’s 
brilliant. It needs to happen.”

In addition to the working groups, agents will also offer an education component 
to the approximately 24,000 liquor permit premises in Ohio and to the state’s young 
adults.

“Awareness and education are not only key to the investigation and prosecution of 
human trafficking, but the prevention as well,” said Allen.   

During Alcohol Server Knowledge courses, agents provide information to liquor 
permit holders and their staffs on how to identify possible human trafficking 
victims and indicators. OIU’s Sober Truth course, which is presented to junior and 
senior high students, has also been updated to prevent Ohio’s teenagers and young 
adults from becoming victims.

“To be able to identify a huge problem in these areas is overwhelmingly 
awesome — amazing — and I am excited for it,” Perkins said. “People can really be 
saved.”

Vanessa Perkins speaking at the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol Academy.
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University of Cincinnati to Study 
Prevalence of Human Trafficking in 
Ohio

In collaboration with Governor John R. 
Kasich’s Ohio Human Trafficking Task 
Force, the Office of Criminal Justice Services 
(OCJS) awarded funding to the University of 
Cincinnati (UC) to assess the extent to which 
youth and children are exploited in Ohio.

“While we have made incredible progress 
in the fight against human trafficking, the 
lack of data remains a challenge,” said OCJS 
Executive Director Karhlton Moore. “We 
look forward to working with UC and using 
the results of their study to improve our 
response efforts.”

Through this grant, UC will address the 
knowledge gaps related to the prevalence of 
trafficking in persons, specifically minors 
under age 18 and those aged 18-21 in foster 
care in Ohio.

The partnership with OCJS will develop an 
accurate and reliable prevalence estimate 
of the number of human trafficking cases 
across the state, according to Dr. Valerie 
R. Anderson, assistant professor of criminal 
justice at UC. Her team will analyze a variety 
of data collected by state agencies, news 
media reports, and state-level justice system 
data housed at UC’s Corrections Institute. 

UC was awarded $100,000 through the 
Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance 
Grant. The results of the project will be 
publicly available in fall 2018.

Autobase Corporation to Receive 
Training 

Autobase Corporation requested the 
assistance of both the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety (ODPS) and the Ohio 
Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
to receive Safer Ohio Initiative training for 
their safety patrol workforce. Autobase 
Corporation holds an ODOT contract 
to provide safety patrol services to seven 
urban areas and currently deploys 22 
trucks. They typically handle 5,000 calls for 
service monthly. 

In their request to ODPS, Autobase noted, 
“It would be beneficial if the Freeway 
Service Patrol drivers receive training in 
recognizing human trafficking, as they 
are in contact with numerous people on 
the road while rendering assistance. This 
will provide another set of eyes out there 
where law enforcement can be contacted 
if necessary…In consideration of the 
director’s Safer Ohio Initiative, I am aware 
of how significant the idea of public safety 
is to the director and governor…I’m sure 
both agencies can benefit on cross-training 
of emergency services on the interstates.”

ODPS will coordinate a combination of 
Human Trafficking and Community Shield 
training for Autobase drivers. Community  
Shield combines the manpower resources 
and intelligence efforts of federal, state 
and local law enforcement agencies to 
conduct multi-day saturation enforcement 
operations in communities plagued by 
crime. ODPS and ODOT are excited about 
this partnership to increase vigilance in 
combatting human trafficking in Ohio.
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ODPS 
Briefs

BMV Investigator Helps Crack Case 

In April 2017, detectives noticed connections across a string of 16 armed robberies at businesses in the Cleveland area. In each, the gunman wore a bandana over 
his face and struck between 9-11:30 p.m. while many of the locations were closing.

Local police and the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Crime Strategies Unit asked the Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) Investigations Section to review footage of 
the getaway vehicle. BMV Investigator Angela Kirchner paired her expert knowledge of vehicle identification with the BMV Reporting System, exclusively developed 
by the Ohio Department of Public Safety, to provide detectives a specific list of potential vehicles in the area. 

Using the list, detectives quickly developed a link to a suspect, and immediately after two robberies in the same night, the brother and sister duo of Maurice Hill 
and Elizabeth Ragland were arrested in the identified vehicle. Saving hours and potentially days of investigative time, BMV Investigator Kirchner helped uncover 
a crucial link in robberies affecting eight cities. Hill and Ragland both entered not guilty pleas to the 99-count indictment, which included charges of aggravated 
robbery and kidnapping.

Ohio Public Safety Takes Flight

ODPS Director John Born and Ohio EMS Executive 
Director Mel House received a behind-the-scenes 
look with Medflight whose team offers advanced 
medical care and air transportation. 

The State Board of Emergency Medical, Fire and 
Transportation Services is responsible for the 
licensing of Ohio’s medical transportation services 
including ambulances, mobile intensive care units, 
wheelchair vans and air medical services. The 
licensing process includes annual inspections of all 
vehicles/aircraft and facilities by the Division of EMS. 

EMS is one part of an integrated health system 
designed to maintain and enhance community 
health and safety. The overall goal of EMS is to 
provide medical treatment and transportation in safe, 
reliable vehicles and aircraft staffed by highly-trained 
emergency medical service professionals. 

Ohio is home to 17 air medical services operating a 
total of 79 aircraft out of 48 locations across the state.
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The Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS) 
joined Nextdoor (nextdoor.com), the private social 
network for neighborhoods, to improve statewide 
communications and safety by connecting with 
residents on a hyper-local level. ODPS is the first 
statewide agency in the Midwest, and the third 
across the country, to partner with the neighborhood 
network.

ODPS will use Nextdoor to build stronger, safer 
and more prepared communities with the help of 
Ohio residents. On Nextdoor, ODPS and Nextdoor 
neighborhoods can work together to improve safety 
related to emergency preparedness, to strengthen 
community engagement, and to better prepare for, 
mitigate and recover from emergency situations. 

Nearly 80 local Ohio agencies are on the platform 
including Columbus city and police, the Franklin 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Cincinnati city and police, 
and the Hamilton County Office of Emergency 
Management.

“It is important to embrace innovative ways to help 
keep our communities strong and resilient,” said 
ODPS Director John Born.

With Nextdoor, Ohio residents create private 
neighborhood websites to share information about 
neighborhood safety issues, community events and 
activities, local services and even lost pets. ODPS will 
use Nextdoor to share important news and updates, 
provide preparedness information and communicate 
with residents before, during and after times of 
emergency. Nextdoor is not a replacement for 911.

Nextdoor is free for residents and agencies. 
Neighborhood websites are accessible only to residents 
of that neighborhood, and neighborhoods establish 
and self-manage their own websites. Members must 
verify they live within the neighborhood before 
joining Nextdoor. Information shared on Nextdoor is 
password protected and cannot be accessed by ODPS 
or search engines such as Google.

To join your neighborhood’s Nextdoor website, visit 
nextdoor.com and enter your address.

#SummerOfChloe Video Series
A social media video series, released this summer, 
named #SummerOfChloe, provided a glimpse 
into the life of Ohio Homeland Security’s explosive 
detection canine, Chloe, and her handler, Mike.

Each video focused on a different aspect of their 
personal and professional lives. Viewers got to see 
how they train, what they do on a mission, how 
they spend their spare time and the bond the two 
share. 

To watch, visit youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.

Ohio Department of Public Safety Partners with Nextdoor

Ohioans are learning how they can bring positive 
change to their communities with the Department of 
Public Safety’s Change Starts Here campaign. 

Warhol & WALL ST, a Columbus-based marketing 
company, created the multi-pronged outreach and 
education campaign in 2016 to raise awareness about 
community-police relations in Ohio via public service 
announcements, community success stories and social 
media posts.   

Change Starts Here also encourages citizen engagement 
with community events like the My Brother’s Keeper/
Change Starts Here Big Table Talk in Columbus, 
where 150 black youth ate lunch with officers at the 
Columbus Police Academy and discussed how to better 
understand one another and ways to make the police-
community relationship better. 

For a list of upcoming events or to learn more, follow 
the hashtag #ChangeStartsHereOhio and visit 
changestartshere.ohio.gov.

Change Starts Here Campaign Spreading Awareness across the State 
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For more on this story, watch the latest 
episode of Contributing to a Safer Ohio 
at youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.

Ohio is leading the country as the first state to 
begin piloting portable driver simulator systems 
as safety screeners and skill diagnostics prior to 
road tests.

As part of the Drive Toward a Safer Ohio 
initiative, the Ohio Department of Public Safety 
(ODPS) partnered with the Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia (CHOP) and the Ohio State 
University (OSU) to develop a simulator to assess 
driving skills of new drivers before they test for 
their permanent Ohio driver license.

“A first-time driver can cause injury to themselves, 
driver examiners and other motorists, along 
with property damage to their vehicles and 
other vehicles,” said Don Petit, Registrar of the 
Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV). “It is the 
intent to use these simulators as safety screeners 
emulating ‘real driving’ conditions for first-
time driver testers before they proceed with the 
maneuverability and skill testing.”

The driver simulators will provide a pretest 
assessment at BMV driver examination stations by 
testing applicants on their ability to appropriately 
respond to routine traffic stops, traffic lights, 
emergency vehicles, stop signs, railroad crossing, 
cross walks and school zones. The assessment 
score will not affect the ability to obtain a driver 
license, but will serve as diagnostic data for the 
BMV and CHOP during the pilot program.

The software is designed so that each driving 
scenario is randomized to avoid predicting the 
course layout or the order of the assessment 
criteria.

“The core of the software is over two decades of 
CHOP research that resulted in a scientifically-
validated drive that can assess driver performance 
in situations known to be critical to safety,” says 
Dr. Flaura Winston, scientific director of CHOP’s 
Center for Injury Research and Prevention. “What 
the Ohio customer will experience is the result 
of a dedicated collaboration to translate this 
science to the real-world testing environment 
that included scientists, technologists and subject 
matter experts from CHOP, OSU, Diagnostic 
Driving, Inc. and ODPS. This process produced 
a world-class, yet practical and tangible service 
for Ohio that we hope will help them realize safer 
roads. We are honored and excited to be part of 
this ground-breaking pilot.”

A pilot program is underway at the BMV driver 
examination stations located at 990 Morse Road 
and 1583 Alum Creek Drive in Columbus, Ohio. 
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