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With the tragic shooting at Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida, fresh in our minds, we are reminded of just how essential 
it is that we protect our students. In order to prioritize school safety across 
the state, Ohio Homeland Security’s (OHS) Center for P-20 Safety & Security 
(P-20) was formed to create and foster a safe and supportive learning 
environment while addressing violence and its causes in educational settings 
throughout Ohio. 

“P-20 serves as a clearinghouse for schools to access resources, expertise, 
and crisis assistance,” says Kimberly Nagel, Administrator of P-20. “This 
consolidation of resources helps school administrators understand how the 
different aspects of safety work together to make our schools safer.”

One effort has been through the improvement of school emergency 
management plans. State law requires schools to develop and submit such 
plans for each of their buildings to the Ohio Department of Education 
(ODE) in order to prepare for, or help prevent, a tragedy from occurring. 
P-20 and OHS safety and security experts assist each school with this process 
by reviewing, assessing and grading each plan to determine whether it meets 
all 47 mandatory criteria. More than 5,000 safety plans have been approved 
since 2015.

Emergency management plans are only one component of the efforts that have 
been made to increase school safety. Between 2013-2017, the Ohio Facilities 
Construction Committee (OFCC) provided $15.7 million in school security 
grant funding to enhance the physical security of schools throughout Ohio, 
including securing doors, security cameras, intercom systems, remote access 
denial and MARCS radios.

— Continued on next page. 
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The U.S. Department of Education awarded Ohio with a grant of more 
than $960,000, which allowed the University of Findlay to provide 
training to schools on emergency management planning by conducting 
workshops with school officials and first responders in comprehensive 
emergency management planning.

Additionally, Emergency Medical Services (EMS) warm zone training 
for tactical medics is available for EMS and law enforcement personnel 
entering “warm zones” (not hot zones, where they would be under direct 
threat) immediately after or even during an active shooter incident. The 
goal is to expedite treatment, stabilize patients, expeditiously remove 
those impacted from the scene and transport those individuals to 
hospitals for life-saving care. The ongoing and continued collaborations 
amongst safety partners, combined with the identification of best 
practices, will support the ability of every community to improve 
response capabilities and save lives.

In 2014, the OHS’ Threat Analysis Prevention (TAP) Unit was developed 
to provide analytical support to the Safer Schools Initiative. The TAP Unit 
analysts were trained by the U.S. Secret Service on threat assessments. 
Their work has helped guide ODE and P-20 to develop a more practical 
and comprehensive emergency management plan requirement for all 
Ohio schools.

During the 2014-2015 school year, the Safer Ohio anonymous tip-line 
(844-SAFEROH) was created and is used to provide schools, students 
and parents a means of reporting tips if their school has no such tip-
line. In the first two years, more than 2,500 schools registered to use the 
tip-line, and tens of thousands of tip-line promotional materials were 
provided to schools in the form of posters and handouts. “Through this 
free tool we have positively impacted the lives of countless students; 
from preventing a suicide, to providing bullying resources to a parent, to 
stopping a school shooting before it happens. This tip-line is positively 
changing Ohio’s schools,” Nagel said.

A two-way texting feature was later added to the tip-line to allow 
anonymous texting of tips from the sender and a tip-line analyst. In 
addition, the tip-line information was added to the Safer Ohio App to 
allow a streamlined use of submitting tips via an App.

School shootings 
in Ohio
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Through the Safer Ohio tip-line and the Safer Ohio App, 
tips are assessed for criminal violations, acts of bullying, 
potential mental illness issues and suspicious activity 
within schools. The TAP Unit established protocols to 
ensure that all important public safety stakeholders, 
appropriate local, state and federal law enforcement, 
ODE and school administrators are aware of potential 
criminal violations and threats toward the school, 
students, or staff within the school. 

“When a tip comes in, we disseminate the information 
for awareness purposes and make sure the information 
is followed-up on and does not fall through the cracks,” 
said TAP Unit Intelligence Analyst, Chris Sands. “If 
there’s a threat or an incident where there is a potential 
for violence, we are able to share that information with 
the proper authorities for follow-up and investigation.” 

Among the many resources available to on the 
Safer Schools Ohio website (SaferSchools.ohio.gov), 

informational videos have been produced to address school bomb threats and active shooter situations. 

In response to an increase in bomb threats in 2016, the Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS), in partnership with the Buckeye State Sheriffs’ Association (BSSA) 
and local fire officials, developed a bomb threat video that was distributed to all Ohio schools to educate administrators and students on the effects and consequences 
of bomb threats. The video can be viewed at: youtu.be/wf06ZTBCWxI.

In 2018, ODPS, P-20 and ODE released an active shooter video called “Shooter, Shooter” that highlighted the lessons learned from actual active shooter incidents in 
schools. School administrators and staff who were directly involved in those incidents narrated the video. The video serves to educate schools on ways they can better 
prevent and prepare for a real event. The video can be viewed at: youtu.be/vnYtlFMLiGY.

In Ohio, significant efforts have been made to make the safety and security of our students the highest priority. ODPS, OHS and P-20 continues to work with students, 
parents, school administrators, as well as state and local partners to provide resources and tools to address and prevent violence in our schools. Nagel reminds school 
administrators, “If you aren’t sure where to turn or who to contact regarding a safety issue, contact P-20; we are here to help you.”

For more on the Safer Schools initiative and the Center for P-20 Safety & Security, visit saferschools.ohio.gov.

For more on this story, watch the latest 
episode of Contributing to a Safer Ohio 
at youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.
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Beginning July 2, 2018, in an effort to ensure greater security 
and identification protection for customers, and to comply with 
federal regulations, the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) 
is introducing a single, central point of production for state 
driver licenses and identification cards. 

While customers will still visit a Deputy Registrar for license 
and card renewals or other transactions, they will receive their 
driver licenses and identification cards by mail in about 10 days 
after visiting a Deputy Registrar rather than over the counter. 

Customers will receive a temporary confirmation of driving 
privileges from the Deputy Registrar until the card arrives in 
the mail.

The extra level of security provided through centralized card 
production provides greater protection against counterfeiting 
and complies with all state and federal security standards. Ohio 
will be joining 41 other states to provide driver licenses and 
identification cards through the mail.

Introducing 
Ohio’s New
Driver License and
Identification Card

BMV
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For more on this story, watch the latest 
episode of Contributing to a Safer Ohio 
at youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.

“One of the additional benefits to the central issuance 
model is the equipment and environment in which 
they are being produced,” said Don Petit, Registrar of 
the Ohio BMV. “It is a very highly-secured environ-
ment with limited access and very strict guidelines 
for who can come in and go out. This kind of security 
would be cost prohibitive for the BMV and our Depu-
ty Registrars to put around printers that are housed in 
the license agencies.” 

Centralizing the production of driver licenses and 
identification cards will reduce driver license fraud 
and identity theft by:

• Ensuring driver licenses and identification cards are 
issued to legitimate cardholders only;

• Preventing loss and theft of secure materials from 
Deputy Registrar agencies; and

• Providing a more secure printing environment, 
sparing the state the costs associated with security 
renovations at local Deputy Registrar agencies.

The BMV Investigation Section examines numerous 
identity theft cases annually, ranging from financial 
victimization to a more aggravated offense such as 
identity theft.

In 2011, BMV Investigations was alerted by federal 
authorities to a man who assumed multiple valid Ohio 
credentials using 42 different names. He accomplished 
this by using fictitious immigration documents.

“With central issuance, our investigators and the BMV 
in general are going to have more resources to better 
scrutinize documents to confirm their validity,” said 
Todd Ballinger, Chief of Ohio BMV Investigations. 

“This not only helps us catch counterfeit documents, 
but also ones that have been altered.”

New federal travel restrictions requiring secure iden-
tification go into effect October 2020; customers with 
the current style card that expires after that may want 
to consider early renewal.

Those interested in using their state-issued credential 
for access to federal facilities or services, such as air-
port security screening by the Transportation Safety 
Administration for boarding commercial airlines, may 
choose to obtain a creden-
tial that meets all federal 
requirements.

Customers choosing this 
option when obtaining a 
new or renewed license or 
identification card will be 
required to provide doc-
umentation proving their 
name and date of birth, So-
cial Security number such 
as a Social Security card, 
birth certificate or passport 
and two additional docu-
ments proving residential 
address such as utility bills. 

Those not interested in or 
not needing to use their 
state-issued credential for 
federal identification pur-
poses will have the option 
of obtaining a standard 
driver license or identifica-
tion card without addition-
al document requirements 
beyond those currently in place.

“Customers should rest assured that this is a measure 
taken to better protect their information in the new 
central issuance card production process,” Registrar 
Petit said.

For more information, please visit: bmv.ohio.gov/
newdl-id.
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The Ohio Private Investigation and 
Security Services Commission (OPISSC), 
with assistance from the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety’s Private Investigator 
Security Guard Services (PISGS) unit, 
launched a voluntary accreditation 
program for licensed private investigators 
and security providers. This program 
focuses on a set of minimum standards 
the OPISSC believes all providers should 
have in place to safely provide security and 
private investigator services in Ohio. 

“The OPISSC is leading the nation with 
this program, ensuring that licensees meet 
minimum standards to create a safer Ohio,” 
said Brandon Gardner, PISGS Executive 
Director.

The OPISSC is composed of operators 
of private investigator/security guard 
businesses and representatives of the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol, chiefs of police, 
sheriffs’ offices and the general public. 
This commission advises the director of 
public safety on all matters related to the 
regulation of private investigation and the 
business of security services.

“I think many times people hire security 
agencies or they see a security agent 
and they don’t really know what they’re 
getting. They don’t know what they want 
either. They just want to feel safe,” said 
Jay Beighley, Associate Vice President at 
Nationwide and OPISSC Accreditation 
Committee Chair. “There is such a wide 
variation in how the security industry 
operates that unless you have some sort 
of recognized standard, you may not 
know what you’re getting. (This process) 
provides the public with some sort of 
assurance that what they’re getting has at 
least been reviewed and vetted and meets 
a minimum standard in what they can 
expect, which in turn keeps all Ohioans 
safe.”

Ohio Leads Nation with 
Accreditation Program for Private 
Investigator and Security Providers
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OPISSC has established these six standards:

• Role and authority ensures providers are guiding 
employees as to their role as a security guard or 
investigator under Ohio law and job expectations;

• Use of force ensures providers have a use of force policy 
that is followed for armed employees;

• Recruitment ensures providers are properly vetting 
their employees. This also includes drug and criminal 
background checks, and following Equal Employment 
Opportunity practices to attract a qualified, diverse 
workforce.

• Performance evaluations ensures providers are properly 
and regularly evaluating their employee. 

• Critical policies ensures providers have policies in place 
to address critical areas, such as access control, medical 
response, active shooter, and evacuations; and

• Company records ensures providers are accurately 
keeping business records.

Additional standards will be released in the coming years. 

“What I’m hoping for, I think best case scenario, is that 
Ohio becomes recognized as a place where the security 
industry has good, established standards, provides 
excellent service and we are able to somehow show how 
that relates to a safer Ohio,” said Beighley, who also led the 
creation of the accreditation process for the OPISSC. 

Providers looking to participate in this program and 
citizens ooking for a listing of accredited providers can 
find information on the PISGS website: pisgs.ohio.gov.

For more on this story, watch the latest episode of Contributing 
to a Safer Ohio at youtube.com/user/OhioPublicSafety.

In March, Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company became 
the first company to receive accreditation. Congratulations to 
Nationwide and their security team for working hard to keep 
Ohioans safe.
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EMA

Due to statewide severe storms and 
flooding which started on Feb. 18, the 
State Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC) transitioned from Assessment 
and Monitoring to Partial Activation 
Feb. 25-27. Flooding occurred in 
multiple Ohio counties, most notably 
those along the Ohio River. 

Governor John R. Kasich declared a 
State of Emergency for the following 
17 counties on Saturday, Feb. 24: 
Adams, Athens, Belmont, Brown, 
Clermont, Columbiana, Gallia, 
Hamilton, Hocking, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Lawrence, Meigs, Monroe, 
Muskingum, Scioto and Washington.

Governor 
Kasich 
Declares State 
of Emergency 
for 17 Counties 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 — Governor John R. Kasich updates the executive staff and lead state responding 
agencies during a media briefing at the State Emergency Operations Center in Columbus (head of table, from 
left to right: ODPS Director John Born, Governor Kasich, and Ohio EMA Executive Director Sima Merick). 
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Saturday, Feb. 24

• Gov. Kasich issued proclamation declaring a State of Emergency for 17 counties.

• Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) delivered portable water pump to 
Proctorville in Lawrence County.

• ODNR pre-positioned swift water rescue teams.

• Ohio Department of Aging and four area aging agencies provided meals to elderly.

Sunday, Feb. 25

• Ohio EMA provided damage assessment assistance guidance to county EMAs.

• Ohio State Highway Patrol assisted Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) with 
traffic control in flood-impacted counties.

• Gov. Kasich held a press briefing at the State EOC.

• State EOC and Joint Information Center opened (partial activation).

• Daily reporting from the Ohio National Guard and emergency support finctions: 
1-Transportation; 2-Communications; 3-Information Planning; 6-Mass Care; 7-Resource 
Support/Logistics; 8-Public Health & Medical Services; 9-Search & Rescue; 10-Hazmat; 
13-Law Enforcement; 14-Recovery & Mitigation; and 15- Public Information. 

 Monday, Feb. 26

• National Weather Service confirmed EF1 tornadoes from Feb. 25 storm damage in Brown 
and Clermont counties. No injuries or fatalities were reported with either tornado.

• A recovery mission concluded in Shelby County for a 6-year-old boy, following his 
disappearance near Mosquito Creek on the night of Feb. 25. His body was recovered on 
Feb. 26.

• ODOT geologists were on the scene in Lawrence County, regarding the clearance of 
a large rock slide on State Route 7. ODOT worked to procure contracts to remove the 
boulders.

• Athens County received 5,000 sandbags.

• Ohio National Guard assisted Scioto County in the installation of flood walls; ODNR 
provided flood defense water pumps to Scioto County.

Tuesday, Feb. 27

• Ohio Department of Health provided 100 tetanus vaccines for flood responders in Brown 
County.

Significant Events/State of Ohio Activities
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ODPS 
Briefs

The Ohio Department of Public Safety Participates in State of the State 
Stakeholder Meetings

The Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) and the Central Ohio Rescue & Restore 
Coalition facilitated a multi-disciplinary roundtable discussion on central Ohio’s response 
to trafficking on March 6 at the Westerville Public Library as part of the 2018 State of the 
State stakeholder meetings. The Central Ohio Rescue & Restore Anti-Human Trafficking 
Coalition recently celebrated its 10-year anniversary and the round-table reflected the 
work that has been accomplished in the anti-trafficking field in Central Ohio, and what 
lies ahead.  Participants included key anti-trafficking stakeholders from diverse disciplines 
including healthcare, law enforcement, social services and legal professionals. Each 
participant discussed how trafficking intersects with their respective fields and how their 
response has evolved as Ohio’s response framework has strengthened over the last 10 years.  
The discussion served as a platform to brainstorm how to strategically move forward in 
combating sex and labor trafficking locally. Additionally, Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Director John Born, OCJS Executive Director Karhlton Moore and State Anti-Human 
Trafficking Coordinator Sophia Papadimos provided big-picture/statewide updates on 
human trafficking.

State Anti-Human Trafficking Coordinator Sophia Papadimos 
(pictured) provided big-picture/statewide updates on human 
trafficking.

Division of EMS staff tours the Horton Ambulance facility in Grove City.

Division of Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
Executive Director Mel House and State Fire Marshal 
Jeff Hussey joined forces on March 6 and visited 
fire and EMS agencies as part of the 2018 State of 
the State stakeholder meetings. Their first stop was 
at the Westerville Fire Department for “Coffee and 
Conversations” with Fire Chief Brian Miller and his 
staff. Mid-morning they toured the Horton Ambulance 
Facility in Grove City and then rounded out the tour 
by attending the Ohio Fire Chief ’s Association 2018 
Winter Symposium.  The State of the State stakeholder 
meetings served as an opportunity for the Division 
of EMS to make connections with the fire and EMS 
community to discuss how they can continue to raise 
the level of pre-hospital care to Ohio’s citizens.
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Ohio Collaborative Community-Police Relations 
Advisory Board Updates

More than 500 agencies – employing 82 percent of Ohio’s law 
enforcement officers and covering 82 percent of the population 
– are in the process of implementing Ohio’s first-ever statewide 
minimum standards on use of force, including deadly force, 
and hiring and recruitment, according to a report issued by the 
Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services. Additionally, nearly 
350 agencies are in the process of implementing minimum 
standards on community engagement, body worn cameras 
and law enforcement telecommunicator training. Nearly 300 
agencies are certified in all five standards developed by a diverse 
group of Ohioans from law enforcement and community 
leaders as part of Ohio Governor John R. Kasich’s efforts to 
improve community and police relations. To view the 2018 
Law Enforcement Certification Public Report, which also lists 
agencies not participating in the certificating process, please 
visit: ocjs.ohio.gov/ohiocollaborative.

Also, the Ohio Collaborative Community-Police Advisory 
Board established a new statewide standard on Investigation of 
Employee Misconduct, which includes both administrative and 
citizen complaints, during its meeting at the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety. This is the seventh standard adopted by the 
Ohio Collaborative, and states: Investigation of Employee 
Misconduct Standard: Agencies shall establish a written policy 
governing which outlines the process for accepting, processing 
and investigating complaints concerning allegations of employee 
misconduct. The policy, at a minimum, shall address the following:

• Describe the formal complaint process, outlining how and 
where to file a complaint;

• Outline the procedures for accepting, processing and 
investigating the complaint;

• Define timelines for the resolution of complaints;
• Include safeguards to protect the legal and contractual 

rights of the employees during internal investigations; and
• Ensure that procedures to register complaints and/or 

commendations are made available to the public through 
social media or the agency’s community relations programs.

National Weather Service Honors Ohio Committee on Severe Weather 
Awareness 

The Ohio Committee for Severe Weather Awareness (OCSWA), a consortium of 16 local, 
state and federal agencies and organizations, was awarded the 2017 Weather-Ready Nation 
Ambassador  of Excellence Award by the National Weather Service (NWS) Wilmington office. 
The NWS Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador of Excellence Award highlights ambassadors 
across the country who have gone above and beyond the call of duty in helping build a 

“Weather-Ready Nation.” 

Staffed by the Ohio Emergency Management 
Agency’s External Affairs Branch, OCSWA’s goal 
is to inform residents of weather hazards that 
typically affect Ohio, and encourage families to 
plan ahead and know what to do during different 
weather and home emergencies; organize 
emergency preparedness kits; and practice safety 
drills to protect themselves from severe weather 
emergencies and home fires.

Ohio Emergency Management 
Agency Executive Director Sima 
Merick met with Central Ohio 
emergency managers at the 
Westerville Fire Department as 
part of the 2018 State of the State 
stakeholder meetings. Attendees 
discussed recent flooding around 
the state, damage assessment 
and recovery, the State Disaster 
Relief Program, the Emergency 
Management Assistance 
Compact, Family Assistance 
Centers and the Emergency 
Management Grant Program.

Ohio Emergency Management Agency Executive Director Sima 
Merick (center), met with Central Ohio emergency managers as 
part of the State of the State stakeholder meetings.

State of the State Stakeholder Meetings continued



A new support initiative by the Ohio State Highway 
Patrol Aviation Unit has allowed for faster response 
times when it comes to providing service to 
troopers and local agencies.

One of the most critical elements in determining the 
success of an aircrew’s efforts is their response time. 
With the Aviation Unit’s hanger located at the Ohio 
State University Airport on Columbus’ northwest 
side, it can take over an hour of flight time to get to 
Ohio’s furthest points. This extended response time 
limits the service the Aviation Unit could provide to 
a situation.

Proactive Patrol is a way for the nightshift crew to 
actively patrol over predetermined areas during 
the time where most pursuits and criminal activity 
occur. It is up to local commanders to determine 
where and when patrols will take place.

Once times and places are determined, the Patrol 
notifies local agencies, who are able to utilize 
the helicopter asset. Nearly 70 percent of the air 
missions aid outside agencies and are provided at no 
cost to them. The other 30 percent of air missions 
aid Patrol operations.

Since the recent inception of this initiative, the 
response times have dramatically reduced. Aside 

from reducing response times, the Proactive Patrols 
have located suicidal subjects, intercepted numerous 
pursuits and located fleeing felons.

Support missions in 2017 increased in every statistic 
as compared to the prior year. There was an 11 
percent increase in flight hours and total missions, 
criminal searches increased by three percent, 
Intelligence, Search and Response (ISR) missions 
increased by 19.5 percent, and outside agency 
requests increased 17 percent.

The goal of Proactive Patrol is to provide better 
aerial support for the ground units in the field. 
Patrol helicopters are force multipliers; many high-
risk incidents can be prevented or stopped before 
they turn into a serious matter. For example, a 
suspect may decide not to run because a helicopter 
is illuminating the area with a searchlight overhead 
and they could be easily spotted.  

The overhead helicopter allows ground units to 
back off and slow down. The helicopter directs 
the ground unit to the suspects’ every move and 
many times without a patrol car behind them with 
sirens and emergency lights on — which helps the 
ground units’ driving patterns become safer for the 
community and is safer for motorists.

There are a number of goals set for 2018, including 
increasing the Proactive Patrol details to elevate 
the level of support that is available to the field. 
Other agencies can utilize this support when they 
are searching for or tracking a suspect. Recently, a 
pilot was on Proactive Patrol and helped Westerville 
police locate a suspect that was involved in a 
robbery earlier that evening. With the aerial view 
and camera technology the Patrol pilot provided, 
the suspect was located and taken into custody.

Aviation is also looking to grow the Tactical Flight 
Officer (TFO) program to help expand coverage 
times and increase effectiveness with ISR operations. 
The TFO program was developed in December 2017 
and helps sustain future pilots for Aviation due to 
the ability to train in-house. It was created with the 
goal of creating an entrance into the pilot positions. 
A TFO serves as a camera and equipment operator 
inside the aircraft.

The Proactive Patrol initiative is just one more way 
that the Aviation Unit is helping contribute to a 
safer Ohio. The aircraft pilots are still able to oversee 
tracking and affect an arrest, without the potential 
safety impact to the public and officers.

Aviation Unit Focuses on Proactive Patrol

OSHP
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