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The Ohio Fire Awards Program was created by the Division of Emergency Medical Services and the Ohio Department of Public Safety to recognize outstanding achievements and to honor those in Ohio’s Fire Services whose accomplishment rise above the day- to-day excellence in fire training, education, and safety.

Each day in Ohio, firefighters save lives and perform countless noteworthy acts to their community. These awards are a tribute to those individuals and organizations whose overall contributions go beyond their basic duties and responsibilities and who represent the finest traditions of our profession.
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NOMINATION INSTRUCTIONS

Anyone, including the nominee, can submit a nomination for any award. Individual nominees must be currently certified at the level for which they are being nominated. The primary reasons for which a person or agency is being nominated must have occurred in Ohio.

For all categories the nomination must be based on an individual’s or organizational overall contributions, body of work, or sustained performance, not on single acts of heroism. Heroic acts may be part of the nomination but not the basis.

Fill out the information requested on the nomination form. Include written examples of why this person or organization should win, focusing on the award criteria. Please be specific, using examples that are easy to understand and thorough in describing the nomination’s accomplishments. Keep in mind that the people who review the nominations will not be as familiar with your nominee as you are.

The last page of this packet is an electronic form. Fill out on your computer and save a copy. Send your saved copy of the completed form to the Division of Emergency Medical Services. We prefer that these be sent electronically to: dorahood@dps.state.oh.us .

(If you can not send your nomination electronically, please mail them to: Ohio Department of Public Safety, Emergency Medical Services, Ohio Fire Awards Program, 1970 West Broad Street, P.O. Box 182073, Columbus, Oh 43218-2073)

The deadline for nominations is August 21st, 2011. Please note that this is the date by which the nominations must be RECEIVED by the Division of Emergency Medical Services.
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	2011 OHIO FIRE AWARDS PROGRAM NOMINATION FORM



THIS NOMINATION IS FOR

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ohio Volunteer Fire Department of the Year
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ohio Fire Service Instructor of the Year

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ohio Fire Officer of the Year
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ohio Fire Prevention Educator of the Year

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ohio Fire Educator Lifetime Achievement 
	  

	NOMINEE LAST NAME

     
	FIRST NAME


	MIDDLE INITIAL



	NOMINEE ADDRESS


	CITY

	STATE

	ZIP

	TELEPHONE
(

	YOUR LAST NAME


	FIRST NAME


	MIDDLE INITIAL



	YOUR ADDRESS


	CITY

	STATE

	ZIP

	TELEPHONE


	YOUR EMAIL


	WHY DOES THIS PERSON/ORGANIZATION DESERVE THIS AWARD?  PLEASE BE SPECIFIC. (UNLIMITED TEXT – JUST KEEP TYPING)





SELECTION PROCESS
All nominations will be reviewed by EMS Division staff to determine that the nominee is in good standing and that individuals are currently certified at the level for which they were nominated. Any nomination that does not meet these criteria will be considered invalid and will not be forwarded for consideration.

An Award Selection Panel consisting of ODPS EMS Division staff, members of the Firefighter and Fire Safety Inspector Training Committee, and others as appropriate will be created for each category. The selection panel will review and evaluate the nominations. To avoid personal bias, nomination forms will be redacted to remove any direct identifiers of the nominee before being sent to the members of the selection panel for their evaluation.

No award will be given if there are no nominations for an award. No award will be given if the selection panel’s evaluation finds that no nominee meets that award’s criteria. 

2011 OHIO VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT OF THE YEAR
PURPOSE
This award honors an Ohio Volunteer Fire Department that has demonstrated outstanding teaching characteristics and because of these attributes has made major impact in fire education in their community and department.

CRITERIA
· A fire department based in Ohio;

· Is active in local public education and /or local fire training;

· Has demonstrated positive relationships with the community;

· Takes meaningful and visible steps to assure the professionalism of it personnel;

· Takes meaningful and visible steps to quality in-service fire training program;

ELIGIBILITY
· Any Ohio Volunteer Fire Department that is recognized by the State Fire Marshal and the EMS Division of the Ohio Department of Public Safety;

· Is responsible for responding to emergencies or disasters and providing fire services to the community;

· The service is in good standing with the State of Ohio.

2011 OHIO FIRE SERVICE INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR
PURPOSE
This award honors Ohio Fire Service Instructor that has demonstrated outstanding teaching characteristics and because of these attributes has made major impact in fire education at the fire department and local fire charter.

CRITERIA
· A fire service instructor active in providing fire education;

· Is active in local public education and fire training with their fire department and/or Ohio fire training charter;

· Has demonstrated positive relationships with the student and administration;

· Has demonstrated professionalism in the performance of his/her duties;

· Exemplifies outstanding leadership, dedication, and service to the community through involvement with Ohio fire service.
ELIGIBILITY
· An active Ohio certified fire service or fire safety inspector instructor;

· A fire service instructor directly responsible for the training of firefighters and/or fire safety inspectors;

· Is in good standing with his/her fire agency, fire training charter, and the State of Ohio;

· Ohio fire service instructor certification is valid.

2011 OHIO FIRE OFFICER OF THE YEAR
PURPOSE
This award honors Ohio Fire Officer that has demonstrated outstanding leadership characteristics and because of these attributes has made major impact on the fire service at the local and regional level.

CRITERIA
· A fire officer active in providing leadership and  education;

· Is active in local fire training with their fire department and other  Ohio fire training agency;

· Has demonstrated positive relationships with the his subordinates;

· Has demonstrated professionalism in the performance of his/her duties;

· Exemplifies outstanding leadership, dedication, and service to the community through involvement with Ohio fire service.
ELIGIBILITY
· An active Ohio Fire Officer;

· A fire service officer directly responsible for the training of firefighters and/or fire safety inspectors;

· Is in good standing with his/her fire agency and the State of Ohio;

· Ohio fire service certification is valid.

2011 OHIO FIRE PREVENTION EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR
PURPOSE
This award honors Ohio Fire Prevention Educator that has demonstrated innovative, outstanding teaching characteristics and because of these attributes has made major impact to the field of fire prevention education in their community.

CRITERIA
· A fire prevention educator active in providing public education;

· Is active in local fire prevention with their fire department and other  Ohio fire training agency;

· Has demonstrated positive relationships with the community;

· Has demonstrated professionalism in the performance of his/her duties;

· Exemplifies outstanding leadership, dedication, and service to the community through involvement with Ohio fire service.
ELIGIBILITY
· An active in fire prevention education;

· Is directly responsible for fire prevention education for firefighters, fire safety inspectors and/or their community, ;

· Is in good standing with his/her fire agency and the State of Ohio;

· Ohio fire service certification is valid.

2011 OHIO FIRE EDUCATOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
PURPOSE
This award honors Ohio Fire Educator that has demonstrated innovative, outstanding teaching characteristics and because of these attributes has made major contributions to the field of fire services at the local, regional, or national level. 
CRITERIA
· A fire educator that has made significant contribution in fire education;

· Has educated the Ohio fire service both locally and regionally;

· Has demonstrated positive relationships with the Ohio fire service;

· Has demonstrated professionalism in the performance of his/her duties;

· Exemplifies outstanding leadership, dedication, and service to the Ohio fire service.
ELIGIBILITY
· 15 years of experience conducting  fire education locally, regionally, and/or nationally

· Is in good standing with his/her fire agency and the State of Ohio;

· Ohio fire service instructor certification is valid.
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