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EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

M O R G COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
ODPS, Conference Room 134 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 

In Attendance: 
         EMS Staff 
Tom Collins   Vickie Graymire    
Mike Cudnik   Chad Kennedy   Alan Boster 
Carol Cunningham  Tony Lazcano   Tim Erskine 
Jolene Defiore-Hyrmer Mark Marchetta   Millie Pontious 
Dianna Dahl-Grove  John Pakiela    John Sands 
Jim Davis   Wendy Pomerantz   Diane Walton  
Joyce Fischer         
         Legal Staff 
 
         Heather Frient 
 
 
Meeting called to order by Dr. Collins at 10:10 a.m. 
 
Motion:  Approve the February 23, 2010 meeting minutes.  Moved by Dr. Pomerantz, second 
by Ms. Graymire.  All in favor, none opposed.  Motion carried. 
 
Grants 
 
Mr. Boster reported that by the April 1, 2010 deadline, seven-hundred grant applications had 
been received for Priority 1 and there are no problems with these; therefore, the Grants sections 
will award all of them.  Mr. Boster commented that for some unknown reason Priorities 2, 3 & 4 
grant applications received for this year is very low.  Last year the Grants section received 20-
25 grant applications.  The breakdown of the grant applications for Priorities 2, 3 & 4 is as 
follows:  Two applications for Priority 2; none for Priority 3; and, three applications for Priority 4. 
 
Reviewing and Scoring Procedures for Priorities 2, 3 & 4 – Ms. Frient, ODPS Legal Counsel, 
began by presenting background information regarding reviewing and scoring of grant 
applications in the past.  Ms. Frient continued discussing the process and expanding on the 
issues that need to be considered:  1) Who should review the grant applications, Trauma and/or 
Grant Committee members or a statistician in order to select the best qualified individuals; 2) 
should the name of the entity applying be retracted or blinded before review; 3) and, should a 
member of the review group that has any kind of relationship or personal involvement with the 
entity being reviewed recuse (to disqualify or seek to disqualify from participation in a decision on 
grounds such as prejudice or personal involvement) himself/herself.  Because of the small of grant 
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applications submitted this year, the reviewing and scoring procedures will not be a problem.  
However, in the future, there will probably be many more grant applications submitted and a 
procedure needs to be in place.  Several comments by committee members were heard.  Ms. 
Frient offered to put together procedures/guidelines regarding this issue; Ms. Frient will then 
discuss it with Executive Director Rucker and finalize it since the approved grant applications 
will have to be submitted to the EMS Board at the June meeting.   
 
Discussion of Administrative Rules for the Grant Program – Mr. Boster distributed this rule to all 
committee members for their review and comment.  Discussion regarding this rule has risen 
because of the adoption by the EMS Board to require Ohio paramedic programs to become 
nationally accredited by January 1, 2018 and the financial burden it will create for EMS 
programs at several Ohio schools.  It is expected that an Ohio EMS accredited school program 
will spend a maximum of $5,000 to establish the National Accredited Paramedic program.   
 
Mr. Davis came in at 11:20 a.m. 
 
Therefore, a sixth priority has been proposed, that is paragraph (6) has been added to section 
4765.11 of the Ohio Revised Code.  The proposed language might read as follows:  (6) Sixth 
priority shall be given to Ohio EMS accredited institutions for the purpose of pursuing 
initial national accreditation.  Funding under this priority shall only be available through 
grant award year 2016-2017.   
Ms. Frient asked Mr. Davis if this was an item that the EMS Board would be discussing 
tomorrow at their meeting.  Mr. Davis assured her that it would be discussed.  Dr. Collins asked 
if this priority would be given just one time to the accredited institution and how is the grant 
committee going to handle the situation if the institution does not use up the money awarded 
through the grant.  Mr. Boster responded that reimbursement would probably have to be 
handled through the ODPS Fiscal Section.  Mr. Boster assured the committee that this new 
priority can be worked out and can run on a yearly award basis.  
 
Medical Oversight  
 
Mr. Erskine announced that the Ohio Research and Analysis section has a new epidemiology 
intern and Mr. Erskine is looking for some projects for her to work on.  Mr. Erskine also reported 
that ODPS Human Resources Section has approved the hiring of a full-time statistician.  Mr. 
Erskine had contacted the committee members informing them of what type of projects would 
be accepted and specifications related to a project.  Mr. Erskine fielded a few questions and 
suggestions from committee members for the epidemiology intern to work on. 
 
Two items will be discussed at the next meetings.  The Grant Committee will discuss the Ohio 
Fire Executive Course; and the Medical Oversight Committee will discuss the 12-Lead EKG. 
 
Next Committees Meetings 
 

• Medical Oversight Committee – Tuesday, June 15th, ODPS, 1st floor,  
      Room 134, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
• Research and Grants Committee – Tuesday, June 15th, ODPS, 5th floor, 

EMS Conference Room C5-8, at 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 


