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EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

RESEARCH AND GRANTS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
ODPS, Conference Room 134 

Tuesday, August 16, 2011 
2:30 p.m. 

 
 

In Attendance:       EMS Staff 
   
         Alan Boster 
Carol Cunningham 
Dr. Nowalk        Tim Erskine 
Jolene Defiore-Hyrmer (2:45 p.m.)    
Dr. Wendy Pomerantz      Diane Walton  
Joyce Fischer 
Kathy Haley  
Keith Loreno  
Vickie Graymire 
Chief Daryl McNutt     
          
 
 
Meeting called to order by Chief Daryl McNutt at 2:35 p.m. 
 
Director Leaming introduced himself.   
 
Motion:  Approve the June 14, 2011 meeting minutes.  Moved by Dr. Pomerantz, second by 
Ms. Fischer.  All in favor; none opposed.   Motion carried. 
 
Research 
 
Tim discussed the Data Request Report. He stated some reports require analysis and some are 
just a matter of giving them the report.  Chief McNutt asked if they are receiving more requests 
for data and Tim said actually the number of requests received is lower. However, the requests 
are more relevant as they have a particular goal. Kathy Haley asked ,since these are public 
requests, if  they be shared and posted on the website. Vickie Graymire asked Toni and Tim to 
select 4 or 5 of the reports from public requests to be placed on the EMS website. Joyce Fischer 
asked Tim there would be any avenue where the Division of EMS could charge a fee for these 
reports in the future.  Tim stated he would consult Legal Services.. 
 
Toni Tester gave a report on the Progress Update on the Pediatric Patient Study. 
 
Dr. Pomerantz asked about the mission, purpose, and goals of the Research Committee in the 
future.    A discussion ensued about the development of a “Center of Excellence”.  Ms. Graymire 
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asked about what activities and goals we anticipate the Research Committee to achieve this 
year.  ated he has access to Mile Glenn’s old files and Alan Boster said he will make sure that it 
this topic will be placed on the agenda for the retreat to be held in February 15, 16 & 17, 2012.  
There was a discussion about having agencies that received grant funding  for research to 
present their findings at the board retreat. Tim stated we will have a new epidemiologist Liz 
Early starting on August 29th. 
 
Grants 
 
 
Alan discussed the grant priorities that HB 128 established a new order for grant priorities: 
 
Ms. Fischer stated she would like to see some of the grant recipients from previous years attend 
he board retreat and present their projects. She thinks the Board needs to see how some of the 
research grant funds are  being used. 
 
Ms. Graymire stated she would like to see a summary report for the research grants. 
 
Alan stated the next discussion will be regarding approved items for reimbursement.   
Medtronic® submitted a request to the Grants Committee to add data mining devices to the list 
of approved training and  equipment grant eligibility list. Grants Committee declined this request. 
 
Dr. Cunningham discussed the qualifications to serve as an EMS medical director and asked 
that the grant application be amended in a fashion that would require grant applicants, as well 
as the EMS medical director, to confirm that these qualifications have been met by the 
physician.  A medical director sheet could be added for them to verify that they meet the rules to 
serve as the medical director of an EMS agency. Dr. Cunningham suggested that the the 
medical director to sign a document verifying they meet the qualifications. 
Alan stated he would like to see that, by virtue of the grant application being signed by the 
agency, the language within the grant application would certify that the medical director is 
qualified and this parameter would become part of the  audit process. This would streamline the 
grant application. Dr. Cunningham wants the medical director to be given a form for them to 
personally sign stating that they meet the requirements.  
Alan stated we could make that an addendum to the grant agreement. Vickie Graymire would 
like to see them list their qualifications.   
Alan stated that, along with the award letter, we can send a sheet that the medical director will 
need to sign and send back to the Division of EMS prior to the grant funds being released to the 
EMS agency.   The grant will be denied if the letter is not returned. 
 
Alan stated Ohio Administrative Code 4765.06 is about the distribution of grant funds and and 
the levels of of priorities. 
 
Alan discussed the grant priorities that HB 128 established as the priorities for grants: 
Priority 1 – training and equipment 
Priority 2 – has been amended to research, test, and evaluate medical procedures and systems 
related to adult and pediatric trauma care 
Priority 3 – has been amended to injury prevention research 
Priority 4 – is to research, test and evaluate procedures that promote rehab, retraining, 
reemployment of adult or pediatric trauma victims 
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Priority 5 – is to conduct research on, test, or evaluate one or more of the following: (a) 
Procedures governing the performance of emergency medical services in Ohio (b) training of 
emergency medical service personnel; the staff of emergency medical service organizations. 
Priority 6 – for grants distributed for the grant award years occurring not later than the award 
year ending June 30, 2017, the sixth priority shall be given to entities that operate EMS training 
programs at the paramedic level and are seeking national accreditation of the EMS training 
program at the paramedic level. 
 
Motion to approve the rules – Moved by Keith Loreno, second by Dr. Pomerantz 
 
Alan stated all funding levels are based upon a total funding level of 3.5 million dollars. If the 
revenue from seatbelt fines is reduced , the funding of the priorities will be reduced 
proportionately. 
 
The Grants staff will create new applications for priorities 5 and 6.  The applications and grant 
focus areas will be approved at the December meeting. 
 
Alan stated the Trauma Committee chair suggested that the focus for priority 2 be on an 
assessment of Ohio’s Trauma system including an ACS assessment. In order to have the rules 
in place and applications in place, it is essential that the Board has a discussion of this focus 
area as soon as possible. The timeline for approval of rules, applications, and focus area for the 
grant is short this year due to the need of new rules. 
 
Alan discussed the grant priorities that HB 128 established a new order for grant priorities: 
The Grants staff will create new applications for priorities 5 and 6. Applications and grant focus 
areas will be approved at the December meeting. 
 
Kathy Haley stated with amendment of priority 2 last year, there was a grantee interested in 
doing an evaluation of the state’s trauma system. About 27 other states have done this process. 
She stated that the current grant cycle was too narrow of a window for a grantee to submit a 
grant application. Kathy wants it to come to the Grants Committee now to enable the public to 
be able to access the grant application and begin to complete the process as early as 
November 1st with the same deadline of April 1st. Essentially, it would just enable the public to 
have more time to submit a grant application. A discussion was held about the actions that the 
Grants Committee would like to do for the other grant  priorities. Alan stated that there was not 
an issue with the grant application deadline for the other priorities.  
 
The following funding levels were recommended by the Grants Committee for approval by the 
Board: 
Priority 2 -$200,000 
Priority 3 -$190,000 
Priority 4- $120,000 
Priority 5 -$100,000 
Priority 6 -$  40,000 
 
 
 
 


