


Teen Drivers
Traffi c crashes are the leading cause of death for 
teenagers in America. On average, a teen dies in 
a traffi c crash about once every hour on weekends 
and nearly once every two hours during the week. 
Mile for mile, teenagers are involved in three times 
as many fatal crashes as all other drivers.

Research shows which behaviors contribute to 
teen-related crashes. Inexperience and immaturity 
combined with speed, drinking and driving, not 
wearing safety belts, distracted driving (cell phone 
use, loud music, other teen passengers, etc.), 
nighttime driving and other drug use aggravate the 
teen traffi c crash problem.

Graduated Driver Licensing
Ohio has a three-tiered graduated driver license 
(GDL) law for teen drivers consisting of a learner 
stage and probationary stage which each must be 
completed before a new driver reaches full license 
eligibility.

Inexperienced drivers, particularly 16- to 17-year-
olds, are signifi cantly overrepresented in fatal 
crashes. Sixteen-year old drivers have crash rates 
that are about three times greater than 17-year-old 
drivers and fi ve times greater than 18-year-old driv-
ers. GDL laws address these factors by reducing 
high-risk exposure for novice drivers. 

Temporary Permit
In Ohio, a temporary permit can be obtained at age 
15½. The permit is valid for one year. When driving 
with a temporary permit, you must be accompanied 
by a parent, guardian or licensed driving instructor 
seated in the front passenger seat until you turn 16 
years old. At age 16, you must drive with a licensed 
driver age 21 or older seated in the front passenger 
seat. Permit holders under the age of 18 are pro-
hibited from driving between midnight and 6 a.m., 
unless accompanied by a parent, guardian or legal 
custodian who holds a valid license.

All temporary permit holders between the ages of 
15½ and 18 must receive a minimum of 24 hours 
of classroom instruction and eight hours of behind-
the-wheel instruction in driver training. In addition, 
you must complete 50 hours of driving with a par-
ent or legal guardian, including at least 10 hours of 
nighttime driving.

Probationary License
To obtain a probationary license, a temporary per-
mit holder must complete all driver training require-
ments, be at least 16 years old, have held a tempo-
rary permit for at least six months, and successfully 
complete the Ohio driving and maneuverability 
tests. Probationary license restrictions include:

• 16-year-old license holders are prohibited from 
driving between midnight and 6 a.m., unless 
accompanied by a parent or guardian, with the 
following exceptions: The license holder is driv-
ing to or from work, to or from a school activity 
or in an emergency situation.

• Licensed drivers who are 17 years old are pro-
hibited from driving between the hours of 1 a.m. 
and 5 a.m., unless accompanied by a parent or 
guardian, with the same exceptions as above.

• License holders who are 16 years old shall not 
operate a motor vehicle with more than one 
person who is not a family member occupying 
the vehicle unless accompanied by a parent, 
guardian or legal custodian.

• At the age of 17, the number of vehicle occu-
pants is limited to the total number of originally 
installed safety belts.

The probationary license is valid until age 18 when 
full license eligibility is achieved.

Passenger Restrictions
Passenger restrictions are essential components of 
graduated licensing. Crash risk for teenage driv-
ers increases incrementally with one, two or three 
or more passengers. With three or more, fatal 
crash risk is about three times higher than when 
a beginner is driving alone. About two-thirds of 
all crash deaths of teens that involve 16-year-old 
drivers occur when the beginners were driving with 
teen passengers. Studies indicate that passenger 
restrictions reduce this problem. 


