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SADD’s 2010 Prevention Convention Successful

ODPS Proud to Support Conference Geared Toward Preventing Destructive Decisions

SPRINGFIELD — Students, parents and safety partners from across the state gathered together today in
Clark County for the 2010 Ohio Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) annual conference; an
event aimed at educating students and parents through a number of keynote addresses and workshops
about the negative consequences of poor decisions and destructive behaviors.

The 2010 Prevention Convention, themed “Caution, Teens at Work: Building to New Heights,” offered
various safety education workshops for more than 500 conference participants representing 40 student
and parent groups from across Ohio.

“Teens are the voice of change and the Department is committed to helping those voices be heard,” said
Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS) Director Cathy Collins-Taylor. “We are pleased to support
SADD’s mission, which falls directly in line with our work in saving lives and reducing injuries in Ohio.”

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death among teens aged 16 to 18 and 16-year-olds have
the highest crash rate per mile driven of any other age group. About two in three fatal crashes are due to
driver error, including mistakes due to inexperience and distractions.

“The Prevention Convention allowed teens and adults alike to begin the discussion of teen traffic safety,”
said Richard Birt, national SADD Student of the year and conference chairman. “Now we are counting on
these folks to return to their communities, for teens to speak up when their friends are making destructive
decisions, and to make change as teens take the wheel. The real work begins now.”

SADD is committed to empowering young people to lead initiatives in their schools and communities to
promote positive decisions and healthy lifestyles. Founded in 1981, today SADD highlights the prevention
of many destructive behaviors and attitudes that are harmful to young people, including underage
drinking, substance abuse, risky and impaired driving, and teen violence and suicide. More information
about SADD can be found at www.sadd.org.
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ODPS works to reduce alcohol-related deaths and injuries and keep Ohio’s roads safe through the enforcement
efforts of the Ohio Investigative Unit (OIU) which enforces liquor, tobacco and food stamp laws in liquor permit
premises and the Ohio State Highway Patrol which enforces traffic laws on the road. In addition to enforcement
efforts, OIU also works to educate bar owners and servers about liquor laws, including over-serving. The Ohio Traffic
Safety Office (OTSO) coordinates and funds the efforts of DUI Task Forces and grants for local law enforcement and
safety partners to combat impaired and unsafe driving. OTSO also promotes educational programs, coalition-building
efforts and campaigns focused on highway safety.


http://www.sadd.org/

