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ODPS JOINS NATIONAL MOBILIZATION FOR SEAT BELT SAFETY

States join to kickoff Click It or Ticket Campaign and Corridor Enforcement Project

(COLUMBUS) — Ohio is again participating in the national Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization to
remind Ohioans to buckle up — day and night. Today, the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s (ODPS)
Ohio Traffic Safety Office (OTSO), who leads this campaign each year, joined Kentucky in this
announcement because buckling up saves lives.

“We are happy to report that Ohio has made great strides in seat belt use, going from 65 percent in 2000
to 84 percent in 2009,” said ODPS Director Cathy Collins-Taylor. “However, there are still hundreds of
people who die each year not wearing their seat belt. Because of this, it is important that we continue to
encourage seat belt use through enforcement and education.”

More than 900 law enforcement partners around Ohio, including the Ohio State Highway Patrol, will be
aggressively enforcing the law during the mobilization, which runs May 24 through June 6.

The states also announced today the kickoff to the Rivers and Roads Corridor Enforcement Project,
which will also run during Click It or Ticket. The Project will include US Route 52 in Ohio and West
Virginia, and AA Highway/9 in Kentucky. During the enforcement period, participating agencies will patrol
(with any available resources) the corridors concentrating on safety issues like seat belt use, impaired
driving and aggressive driving. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Watercraft will
also be participating and will be focusing on any dangerous behaviors taking place on the Ohio River.

Because no single agency can impact all safety issues along an entire route, OTSO is coordinating efforts
like this one to encourage law enforcement to combine resources and impact larger stretches of highway
with high-visibility enforcement. These law enforcement partners will work together on this effort so each
of their jurisdictions’ citizens can benefit from a unified safety effort.

Law enforcement and other safety partners, including Safe Communities, will be holding awareness
events and educational activities to stress the importance of seat belt use around the state during the
mobilization. OTSO is generating high-visibility awareness by providing magnets with the Click It or Ticket
message to be placed on vehicles, as well as supporting NHTSA’s national media with statewide
placement of messages on television, radio and news paper ads. For more information on the Click It or
Ticket mobilization and other programs run by the Ohio Traffic Safety Office, log onto
http://ohiohighwaysafetyoffice.ohio.gov/.
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ODPS works to reduce deaths and injuries and improve the quality of life for Ohioans through the coordinated efforts
of its Divisions, which include the Ohio State Highway Patrol and Ohio Traffic Safety Office. The Ohio State Highway
Patrol enforces traffic laws and OTSO funds the efforts of OVI Task Forces and other grants for law enforcement to
combat impaired and unsafe driving. OTSO also promotes educational programs, coalition-building efforts and
campaigns for highway safety.
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