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FORD BRINGS DRIVING SKILLS FOR LIFE PROGRAM TO OHIO FOR FIRST TIME
Program to teach more than 400 teens hands on safety training to address key teen crash problems

e More than 400 central Ohio teens are participating in the Ford Driving Skills for Life Ride and Drive
hands-on driving safety event teaching. Program one of the only in the nation with a comprehensive
series of exercise that allow teens to learn firsthand about driving hazards from a professional driver

e Teens learn skills in the four key areas that contribute to 60 percent of all teen crashes: distracted driving
and hazard recognition, vehicle handling, space management and speed control

e Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for persons ages 15 to 20

Columbus, OH, June 17, 2010 — In the midst of growing national awareness about distracted driving, Ford Motor
Company Fund is bringing its Ford Driving Skills for Life (Ford DSFL) Ride and Drive teen safe driving event to
Columbus and more than 400 central Ohio teen drivers. This is the first time the program has been held in Ohio.

During the Ford DSFL program, teen drivers will learn advanced safe-driving skills from some of the nation's top
professional driving instructors in hands-on driving modules. The course will take teens through the dangerous
realities of reckless driving, speeding, maneuvering around obstacles in the road, skid control, recovery and in-car
hazards. The specially equipped course and vehicles will let the teen drivers experience the worst the road has to
offer in a controlled and safe environment.

Unsafe teen driving is a serious problem.

From 2007 through 2009, 410 Ohio teens died in motor vehicle crashes and more than half of them (274) were the
driver of the vehicle, according to the most recent data. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for persons ages 15 to 20. Teen drivers, mile to mile, are
in three times as many fatal crashes as all other drivers, with nearly 6,000 teens dying annually in traffic crashes. The
under-twenty age group had the highest proportion of distracted drivers involved in fatal crashes.

"We are excited to be training more than 400 teens in Ohio. Ford Driving Skills for Life provides critical hands-on
training by renowned driving instructors. This innovative program will combat the alarming number of teen crashes
and fatalities in the United States," said Jim Graham, Community Relations Manager for the Ford Fund.

“The Ohio Department of Public Safety is proud to host this incredibly important event for a number of reasons,” said
Thomas J. Stickrath, director of the Ohio Department of Public Safety. “As we and our partners know, 16 year-olds
have the highest crash rate per mile driven of any age group, and when a young life is needlessly ended or crippled, it
affects people more than you can imagine.”

“Westfield's participation is a way we can give back to our community and policyholders by helping them protect the
newest drivers in their household,” said Jim Clay, Westfield Insurance Leader. “It’s about preparing our teens for a
lifetime of safe driving. Ford's program is excellent, and we’re happy to be a partner.” Recently, Westfield Insurance
announced a 10 percent policy discount for attendees of this or any in-class defensive driving course. The discount
applies to the vehicle driven by the person attending the program and applies to any current or new policyholder.
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Each participant is required to provide a completion certificate or letter from the defensive teen driver safety course
attended to their independent agent.
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About Ford Driving Skills for Life

Ford Driving Skills for Life was created in 2003 in partnership with the Governors Highway Safety Association. It is
one of the nation's most comprehensive teen driver safety programs. In addition to hands-on events such as the event
being held in Columbus, OH, it consists of learning tools on an interactive Web site (www.drivingskillsforlife.com)
that includes a learning module, quizzes, car care videos, driving tip videos, interactive games and an enhanced eco-
driving curriculum. Free educator packets are available for students and parents, as well as teachers and community
programs. Additionally, individual programs can be created to meet the specific needs of communities and schools.

About Ford Motor Company and Community Services:

Established in 1949, and made possible by funding from Ford Motor Company, the Ford Motor Company Fund
strengthens communities with programs that foster innovative education, driving, and quality of life in our
communities. National programs include Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies, which provides high school
students with academically rigorous 21st century learning experiences, and Ford Driving Skills for Life - a teen-
focused auto safety initiative. The Ford Volunteer Corps, established in 2005, continues Ford's legacy of caring
worldwide. Through the Volunteer Corps, Ford employees and retirees participate in a wide range of volunteer
projects in their communities. For more information on programs made possible by the Ford Motor Company Fund
and Community Services, visit www.community.ford.com.

About Westfield Insurance

In business for more than 160 years, Westfield Insurance provides commercial and personal insurance in 19 active
states and surety services to customers in 28 states. Westfield is one of the nation’s 50 largest property and casualty
insurance groups, represented by a network of over 1,100 independent insurance agencies. Westfield Bank provides
banking solutions for businesses and individuals, and Westfield Services provides service and training support for
independent insurance agencies. Learn more about Westfield Insurance at www.WestfieldInsurance.com.

About the Governors Highway Safety Association

The Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA) is a nonprofit association representing the highway safety
offices of states, territories, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Indian Nation. GHSA provides leadership
and representation for the states and territories to improve traffic safety, influence national policy and enhance
program management. Its members are appointed by their governors to administer federal and state highway safety
funds and implement state highway safety plans. Contact GHSA at 202-789-0942 or visit www.ghsa.org.

About the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s Traffic Safety Office

The Ohio Traffic Safety Office (OTSO) within the Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS) is committed to saving
lives and reducing injuries on Ohio’s roads through leadership and partnering efforts with others interested in traffic
safety by utilizing the most innovative and efficient methods possible of managing state and federal resources. OTSO
coordinates and funds the efforts of DUI Task Forces and grants for local law enforcement and safety partners to
combat impaired and unsafe driving. OTSO also promotes educational programs, coalition-building efforts and
campaigns focused on highway safety. For more information about OTSO, visit:
http://ohiohighwaysafetyoffice.ohio.gov
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