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Agents want bars, party hosts to stop encouraging excessive drinking

(Columbus) With Ohio’s college football season underway and the professional season kicking
off Sunday, it is a great time to remind servers and party hosts not to serve to anyone who has
consumed too much alcohol.

Excessive drinking during football games, whether at the game, near the stadium, at a bar or a
party, is a common occurrence. Agents with the Ohio Investigative Unit remind party hosts and
bartenders not to encourage excessive drinking and do not furnish alcohol to anyone under age
21. In Ohio, it is illegal to furnish or even sell alcohol to someone who has had too much to drink,
or is not 21 years or older. In fact, it is also illegal for a liquor permit to encourage and also
advertise excessive drinking.

“We know the game day revelry is part of the experience, however we're asking people to stop
serving alcohol to anyone who is intoxicated or underage,” said Agent-in-Charge Eric Wolf. “We
want the fan experience to be safe.”

On game days, agents in many areas of the state will be assisting various law enforcement
agencies to look for alcohol violations. Agents will also visit bars, restaurants and carry outs to
make Ohio’s liquor laws are being followed.

Individuals who violate Ohio’s alcohol laws can be criminally charged. Administrative violations
will be filed against liquor permit premises found in violation. The administrative charges will be
presented to the Ohio Liquor Control Commission once all criminal proceedings are completed.
The commission has the authority to issue penalties such as fines, suspensions or revocation of
the liquor permit.

If you have information about a liquor permit premise encouraging excessive consumption, or
selling alcohol underage or intoxicated patrons, please notify OIU by calling #677 on your cell
phone and your complaint will be investigated.
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The Ohio Investigative Unit agents are plain-clothed fully sworn peace officers. OIU is charged
with enforcing the state’s liquor laws and is the only state law enforcement agency specifically
tasked with investigating food stamp fraud crimes. Agents also investigate tobacco violations.
Follow OIU on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ohio-Investigative-Unit/165782203506269
and on Twitter by logging onto http://twitter.com/Ohio_OIU.



