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TRAUMA COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES DATE 
July 12, 2017 

TIME 
10:00 am 

LOCATION 
ODPS Shipley Building 

1970 W. Broad St., Columbus, OH 43223 

ATTENDEES 

Committee Members: Diane Simon - Chair, Debra Bowman, Joyce Burt, John Crow, M.D., Phillip 
Ennen, Kathy Haley, Kent Harshbarger, M.D., Patricia Hightower, Laurie Johnson, M.D., Nicole 
Kolacz, John Ross, James Sauto, M.D., Michael Shannon, M.D., Howard Werman, M.D. 
ODPS Staff: Melvin House, Sue Morris, Natalie Haslage; Carol Cunningham, MD, Beverly Cooper, 
Susan Edwards. 
Visitors: Sign in sheet on file 

AGENDA TOPICS 
TOPIC Call to order, introductions, and approval of minutes 

DISCUSSION 
(Simon) 

Ms. Simon called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  Introductions were made.  A quorum was 
present. The minutes from the May meeting were reviewed. Motion to approve May, 2017 
minutes by Dr. Shannon, second Ms. Haley. All in favor, none opposed or abstaining. Motion 
passed.   

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
None.   
 

TOPIC Director’s Report 

DISCUSSION 
(House) 

Executive Director Melvin House informed the committee that the new Deputy Director, Rob 
Wagoner, will start on July 24.  Mr. Wagoner was previously the operations manager at the National 
Registry of EMTs and will be in charge of the non-licensure sections of the Division, with trauma 
being his main focus.  The search for a data administrator is ongoing. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
None   
    

TOPIC System Update – Trauma Center Status 

DISCUSSION 
(House) 

Director House stated that information on trauma center status was emailed to the committee 
members as a spreadsheet.  Issues were identified in relation to committee rosters in regard to the 
hospital and trauma center list.  The Department of Emergency Medical Services (DEMS) staff is 
working to correct the list to achieve accuracy.  The Trauma Committee members were asked to 
review the trauma centers within their respective jurisdictions and to notify the DEMS if issues are 
identified.  A request for a list in order of expiration date was expressed by the Committee.  Per 
Director House, a list in this format list exists and will be provided to the Committee next month.  A 
discussion of trauma center designation in the state of Ohio ensued.  Director House will check with 
legal counsel to get an answer regarding trauma center designation at state level in Ohio. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Bring list of trauma centers arranged in the order of date of expiration. 
Check with legal counsel regarding trauma center designation in Ohio. 

DEMS Staff 
Director House  

 

TOPIC Education – Alliance of Ohio Trauma Registrars (AOTR) 

DISCUSSION 
(Burt) 

Joyce Burt presented a PowerPoint presentation regarding the AOTR and registrar education. The 
AOTR Education Subcommittee collaborates with the Ohio Society for Trauma Nurse Leaders 
(OSTNL), the Trauma Registry Advisory Subcommittee (TRAS), and the JREW.  TRAS provides 
bi-monthly quizzes to trauma registrars.  A group of regional trauma registrars and trauma data 
managers are working together on data validation education. The AOTR provides educational 
offerings at bi-monthly meetings and developed the Ohio Trauma Registry Course which may be 
taken in lieu of the American Trauma Society course. The American College of Surgeons (ACS) 
requires trauma registrars to take the course within their first year. Facilities may take the Ohio 
Trauma Registry course to meet that requirement.  Currently, TRAS is doing the Trauma Acute 
Care Registry (TACR) quiz which is offered bimonthly and consists of three questions.  The Joint 
Regional Education Workgroup (JREW) is working on data validation, and a joint regional 
educational event is planned for April 27, 2018.  Review of information from previous quizzes is 
included along with an explanation and directions to the data dictionary, how questions are being 
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answered, and who is taking the quiz.  The AOTR poster submitted to and accepted by the Trauma 
Quality Improvement Program (TQIP) last November was included in the presentation and tied 
together how quizzes are helping to improve trauma data in Ohio.  Suggestion for online education 
options was made and discussed.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
None   
 

TOPIC Data Submission Status 
 

DISCUSSION 
(Morris) 

 
 

Reports based on patient admission dates for 2016 and the first quarter of 2017 were distributed.  
The 2017 data is just due now. Several hospitals have requested extensions, so the list for 2017 is 
not yet complete. Freestanding Emergency Departments have been added. A discussion regarding  
information reported, how information may be sorted, and different data scenarios were discussed 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Sort data submission list by those who have not yet submitted EMS staff September 2017 
 

 

TOPIC Liaison Reports 

DISCUSSION 
 

Legislative – The EMFTS Board has been working with legislative affairs and the Director’s office 
to identify legislative needs for the EMS laws. The Committee’s motion to move forward with 
resolving committee participation limits for one person per hospital system allowed the Board to add 
that to the list of priorities. This change is considered a high priority and will be pursued this year.  
Any other issues this committee wishes to see addressed in current legislation will need to be 
brought forward immediately as any proposed amendments must be moved forward within the next 
thirty days.  A discussion regarding the trauma bill ensued, and it is believed bill did not move 
forward as there was no sponsor and the lack of funding on the legislative agenda.   
 
EMFTS Board – The ability to include more than one Trauma Committee member per hospital 
system was added to the priority list. Still dealing with education requirements.  Announcement of 
grants was discussed.  
 
Regional Physicians Advisory Board Report (RPAB) – the RPAB Chairs meeting will be 
September 13. Working on national guidelines to be submitted by September 18. 
 

Ohio Department of Health (ODH) – Project was conducted with Ohio Injury Prevention Program 
(OIPP) to assess injury prevention training at trauma centers.  The subcommittee administered a 
survey to trauma centers assessing needs for injury prevention training.  The results of survey show 
that half had received injury prevention training. The ODH will be working to provide funding for 
injury prevention education to trauma centers.  The next meeting of OIPP will focus on falls 
prevention. A speaker has been identified and will give a presentation on falls and prevention risk 
assessment done as part of a home health assessment.  There is also work being done with OIPP on 
child injury and providing funding to implement a model program for “safe environment for every 
kid” into four pediatric practices in Ohio.  The program identifies risk factors for child abuse and 
neglect as well as linking families to resources. The OIPP hopes to expand the program next year. 
With regard to drug overdose, the ODH is working on a campaign to prescribers and public with the 
goal to promote appropriate prescribing practices and raise awareness.  The 2016 death data should 
be finalized by August.  The ODH death data is available publicly in the data warehouse. 
 
EMS Subcommittee – No report; however, the Trauma Committee should be aware that EMS 
providers are struggling with drug shortage issues. A discussion ensued.   
 
Performance Improvement Subcommittee – The Ohio Society of Trauma Nurse Leaders 
(OSTNL) sponsored Judy Mikhail provided a presentation titled “Ohio Trauma Quality: What Can 
We Learn From Michigan”.  Highlights of the presentation were discussed. 
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Registry Subcommittee – A meeting was scheduled for next week; however, they were recently 
informed that National Trauma Data Bank (NTDB) has not released the 2018 data dictionary.   
Since it is typically released in July, the subcommittee meeting will be rescheduled.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
None.   

2017-2018 Strategic Plan 

TOPIC Resource Assessment 

DISCUSSION 
(Simon, Pickett) 

 

The Grants section did not receive any bids and will need to be revised.  
 
A handout listing the grants that were awarded this year was distributed.  There was an inquiry 
regarding the requirements for the bidder and any restrictions they may have. Ms. Pickett stated that 
the bidder must be non-profit and able to carry out the work. Four (4) Requests for Proposal (RFP) 
were released this year along with the Priority 2-5 research grants that are distributed annually.  
Grants were awarded based on a scoring system. The University of Dayton and Wright State 
University were awarded grants based on high scores.  The top three (3) proposals for standard 
research grants were awarded.  The scores needed to be 80% or more as scored by the Pennsylvania 
trauma section. Ms. Pickett described how grants are determined. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC System Oversight  

DISCUSSION 
(Simon)  

The Regional Trauma System Council conducted their second meeting on June 2, 2017. Each region 
was represented. Each region reported on their activities, their challenges, and their strengths. The 
second part of meeting was devoted to future planning. The Council will look at ways to assist with 
the registrar validation project. The next meeting is planned for Thursday, August 3, 2017. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
   

TOPIC Competent Workforce 

DISCUSSION At the May meeting, an Education Committee was assembled. The Education Committee will meet 
following this meeting to discuss meeting times and direction. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
None   

TOPIC Data-based System Evaluation 

DISCUSSION 
The goal is to ensure accuracy and validity of current trauma registry care data.  The validation 
being done by the registrars may be the model and we will monitor the progress of that validation 
effort. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC Trauma Committee Recruitment and Retention of Members 

DISCUSSION 
(House) 

The DEMS has been working diligently to fill the seats within the scope, parameters, and restraints 
of the ORC.  The Committee has had some new members and, in order to make positions available 
to other potential members, Dr. Nemunaitis has resigned. A list of the seats has been provided. 
Nominations have been received for seats 1, 4, 16 and 19; however, some are from the same hospital 
system and therefore not eligible under the current ORC. Discussion and explanation of nomination 
process ensued. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
None   

TOPIC Regional Performance Improvement (PI) Plan 

DISCUSSION 
Four regions have completed PI plans and two regions are currently working on plans.  Question 
regarding review of plans. Opinion was expressed and consensus was reached that plans should be 
submitted for committee review.  
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ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Ask regional systems to submit plans to this committee. PI Subcommittee? September 13, 2017 

TOPIC Legal Opinion Regarding Running Reports from OTR 

DISCUSSION 
(House) 

Previous opinion was reaffirmed that identifying specific hospitals is not allowed under the law.  
Reports with aggregate data are allowed. Individual hospitals may access their own data from within 
their own data system.  Dr. George insisted that, in the process of PI work or peer review, data should 
be available and requested that Director House ask legal counsel specifically how that data may be 
accessed rather than if that data may be accessed.  Per Director House, without legislative change, 
that data is not available although he will confirm with legal counsel.  Further discussion on peer 
review ensued. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Request legal opinion on how data reports may be accessed for Process 
Improvement/Peer Review. Director House Sept. 13, 2017 

TOPIC CDC Validation of Data 

DISCUSSION 
(DeFiore-
Hyrmer) 

The Committee had discussed submission of data as part of the Epidemiology Intelligence Service 
(EIS) program and to have EIS officers assigned in Ohio to evaluate reporting system annually.  The 
ODH reached out to the EIS coordinator at OHU who agreed to add it as a potential two year project 
for 2018 to 2020 but also recommended a meeting opportunity with Council of State and Territorial 
Epidemiologists (CSTE) by the agency submitting an application to apply for a fellow which are 
usually paid for. Some of the requirements are unclear - a preceptor may be required.   

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
None   

TOPIC Annual Report Status 

DISCUSSION 
(Simon, House) 

Given the data issues, there will be no annual report released this year.  The goal is to have the 2017 
report issued in 2018.  Committee members were directed to provide the DEMS staff with the data 
points desired in the annual report.  A point person is needed to gather and take information to 
Director House by December 2017. Dr. George stated that the PI Committee has reviewed existing 
reports and what items would be desired.   As such, a fair amount of this review has already been 
done.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Provide Director House with review of reports from PI Subcommittee.   Dr. George Dec. 2, 2017 

TOPIC Free Standing ED Monitoring Process 
 

DISCUSSION Nothing to report. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
None   

TOPIC Regional Trauma Center Maps 

DISCUSSION 
(House) 

Director House presented maps showing trauma center hospitals and regional affiliations. A 
discussion ensued regarding the definition of regions and how centers should be identified.  Maps 
were sent out electronically.  Committee members were asked to forward any corrections to Director 
House.  A suggestion was made to add burn centers. Director House requested the names and 
addresses of these centers to add.  The maps will eventually be added to the DEMS website. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Forward names and addresses of burn centers to Director House to facilitate 
adding to map. Dr. Cunningham Sept. 13, 2017 

TOPIC Trauma Rules 

 
DISCUSSION 

(House) 
 

Director House asked for a motion for the trauma rules to be taken to the EMFTS Board in August. 
A motion to accept the proposed administrative rules from chapters 4765-4 (Reporting Delivery of 
Emergency Medical Services Trauma Care) and 4765-14 (Trauma Triage) as drafted and 
recommend them to the State Board of Emergency Medical, Fire and Transportation Services for 
approval and submission to the Common Sense Initiative Office and The Joint Committee on 
Agency Rules Review made by John Ross, seconded by Phillip Ennen. All in favor, none opposed. 
Motion passed. 
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ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
None   

TOPIC Trauma Registry Vendors Collaboration (TVA) and ACS 

 
DISCUSSION 

(Simon) 

The Trauma Registry Alliance (TVA) formed by software developers sent a letter to all customers 
stating there was collaboration difficulties with the ACS.  Vendors were not receiving all the data 
points needed to ensure compliance and requested that users join the trauma data cloud to ensure 
submission of data. A separate letter was sent out by ACS.  Updating and validators will be received 
through the cloud and, without joining, the ability to submit data will be hindered.  Patient-specific 
data not included in the information going into the cloud. A discussion ensued.  

TOPIC Adjournment motion by John Ross, second by Phillip Ennen. 
 Committee was adjourned at 12:51pm  

 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Bring list of Trauma Centers in order of expiration date. DEMS staff 
Check with legal counsel regarding trauma center designation in Ohio. Director House 
Prepare data submission list sorted by those who have not yet submitted data. DEMS staff 
Request a legal opinion on how data reports may be accessed for process 
improvement/peer review. Director House 

Ask regional systems to submit plans to this committee. PI Subcommittee? 
Provide Director House with review of reports from the PI Subcommittee. Dr. George/PI Subcommittee 
Forward names and addresses of burn centers submitted by Committee members to 
Director House to facilitate adding to map. Dr. Cunningham 

ATTACHMENTS 
o  

NEXT MEETING 
Next meetings: (Bimonthly, the second Wednesday of odd-numbered months at 10:00am) 
 

o September 13, 2017 
o November 8, 2017 
 

MINUTES APPROVED 

Date 

 


