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 HOMELAND SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

 

Committee Meeting Date and Location: 

September 7, 2018 

1970 W. Broad St., Conference Rm. 1106 

Columbus, OH  43223 

 

Committee Members Present: 

Deanna Harris (Chair), Geoffrey Dutton (Vice Chair), Karen Beavers, David Gerstner, Jeffrey 

Jackson, Mark Resanovich, Dr. Michael Zorko  

 

Committee Members Absent: 

Ray Friedmann, Micah Stoll, Eric Wiedlebacher  

 

DPS and EMS Staff Members Present: 

Dr. Carol Cunningham, State Medical Director, Jayn Mayton, EMS Support, John Miller, EMS 

Liaison 

 

Public Present: 

None 

 

Welcome and Introduction 

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. Introductions were made. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes for the August 3, 2018 meeting of the Subcommittee were reviewed. The following 

corrections were suggested:   

1. Change “law” to “standard”, page 3, under Strategic Plan Focus 

2. Delete the last sentence under New Business, page 4, and replace it with “Incorporate 

into WMD Guidelines.” 

 

ACTION: Motion to approve the Homeland Security Subcommittee meeting minutes from 

August 3, 2018 with the approved changes was made by Mr. Gerstner.    Mr. Gerstner– First.  

Ms. Beavers– Second. None opposed. None abstained. Motion approved. 

 

Board Report 

Chair Harris reported on activities during the EMFTS Board meeting of August 15, 2018.  

Regarding the changes to the CHEMPACK training slides that were presented to the Board, they 

are to be implemented immediately with the Board approving the changes overwhelmingly.  No 

further viewing of the slides was requested by the Board members.   
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Regarding the rescue task force (RTF) training, the Board approved the draft rules for a 

requirement for RTF awareness training effective on September 19, 2019.  If the training module 

is completed before that date, it will still count retroactively towards the RTF requirement.  EMS 

education institutions will add the RTF awareness training to their curricula and also offer it for 

current providers to take for recertification. 

 

Old Business 

 

Rescue task force concept awareness training:   
As mentioned in the Board report, the draft rules for the RTF training were approved by the 

Board for a requirement for RTF awareness training effective on September 19, 2019.  If it is 

taken before that date, it will still count retroactively towards the RTF requirement.  EMS 

education institutions will add the RTF awareness training to their curricula and also offer it for 

current providers to take for recertification.   

 

It was agreed that the RTF awareness training will be useful and is needed as soon as possible 

based upon the difficulties in execution of some recent active shooter full-scale exercises.  Some 

of those exercises were discussed. 

 

Ms. Harris brought the Subcommittee’s attention to an article she emailed to the Subcommittee 

members the day before the meeting.  A printout was passed around the meeting.  It is a Stanford 

News article reporting on the recent installation of “Public Access Medical + Trauma Stations” 

to allow bystanders to treat people with traumatic injuries in the minutes before emergency 

responders arrive on the scene. (See Attachment #1). 

 

 

ACTION:  Continue oversight on completion of Action Item #2018-08-03-03 whereby a 

bullet item is to be added to the rescue task force training survey, which is at the end of the 

RTF online training, providing Micah Stoll’s contact information at Ohio Peace Officer 

Training Academy (OPOTA) if the participants are interested in further training 

 

 

CHEMPACK training 

As mentioned in Chair Harris’ Board report regarding the changes to the CHEMPACK training 

slides that were presented to the Board in the August 15, 2018 meeting, they are to be 

implemented immediately with the Board approving the changes overwhelmingly.   

 

Dr. Cunningham reviewed the CHEMPACK Program Operational Plan (CPOP) revisions 

currently being discussed with the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), and sought suggestions 

from the Subcommittee.  These revisions will not change the content, but will impact the layout 

of the dosing guidelines in the event of nerve agent poisoning.  In the past, the guidelines and 

doses were taken from the State of Ohio EMS Weapons of Mass Destruction Guidelines and 

Procedures Manual.  They have been simplified for greater clarity.  Subcommittee members 

discussed changes in categories in the dosing charts and the degree of detail required in dosing 

instructions. 

 

The Subcommittee’s attention was brought to two documents which were made available 

nationally in the last two months.  The first document is “Nerve Agent Information for 

Emergency Medical Services and Hospitals” that was issued jointly by the U.S. Department of 
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Health & Human Services, U.S. Department of Transportation, and the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security (see Attachment #2).  No action is needed from the Homeland Security 

Subcommittee as it instructs, “EMS agencies should follow their established treatment 

protocols.”  (pg. 2).  The second document referenced was made available by the CDC regarding 

nerve agent antidotes (see Attachment #3).  Both of these documents show the infant age group 

as age 0-2. 

 

In addition, Dr. Cunningham would like to consider incorporation of the features of Adult and 

Pediatric Nerve Agent Medical Countermeasure (MCM) Treatment into the State of Ohio WMD 

Guidelines and Procedures Manual (see Attachment #4). 

 

 

ACTION:  The Subcommittee reached a consensus to support changes to the layout of the 

CPOP hospital and EMS dosing guidelines.  

 

Strategic Plan Focus:  

Improve Quality of Patient Care Pillar, Evaluate Endorsements - Review of TEMS plans 

and OPOTA’s information. 

Dr. Cunningham stated that the goal for addressing the formal recognition of tactical EMS 

(TEMS) in the State of Ohio is to create a specialty care umbrella in law under which tactical 

EMS can be created in regulation.   After a discussion of the current standards for TEMS, 

Subcommittee members acknowledged that they needed more information about national 

standards to be able to proceed.  Mr. Resanovich asked for a search of information about TEMS 

standards in all states throughout the United States that have TEMS standards, especially those 

states that have these standards established in law.  John Miller volunteered to undertake the 

search. 

 

ACTION:  John Miller will conduct a search for TEMS standards in other states, most 

particularly the laws thereof. 

 

The discussion on OPOTA’s information was tabled due to Mr. Stoll’s absence. 

 

Improve Population Health through Prevention & Wellness Pillar, Partner with State and 

Federal Agencies – Board update on PTSD and workplace violence issues among first 

responders.  

Mr. Resanovich reported that a survey is being developed for distribution to all firefighters and 

EMS personnel.  This survey will be available for thirty days and will include questions about 

issues relating to PTSD among first responders.  Executive Director House is developing the 

survey, and the questions have already been vetted.  Collection of information is the first step in 

addressing this issue.  The results will be reported to the Subcommittee upon completion.  This 

item will remain on the agenda. 

 

Mr. Dutton notified the Subcommittee that the EMFTS Board has asked for a volunteer from 

each committee to participate in a new Human Resources Committee.  The Board would like 

each committee chair to forward the name of a volunteer for presentation at the next Board 

meeting which will be held on October 17th.   This new committee will cover topics such as 

recruitment, training, and PTSD issues, among others, and will meet on the non-Board meeting 

alternating months. 
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The National Fallen Firefighters Foundation (NFFF) has been sponsoring meetings around the 

country.  Last month they met in Ohio, and Mr. Resanovich was invited to attend the meeting 

with about 14 others from around the state.  The NFFF will publish a report and start building 

models of what kind of preventative training and post-stress training would be needed for first 

responders.  As soon as the completed report is available, it will be submitted to Mel for 

distribution to committees which would like to utilize the findings in this report as another tool 

for addressing these issues.   

 

New Business 

 

Recently the Office of National Drug Control Policy issued a document titled, “Fentanyl Safety 

Recommendations for First Responders” that provides good information for safely handling a 

scene where the presence of fentanyl is suspected.  The short video accompanying it is useful, as 

well. 

 

 A discussion of the recent incidents of fentanyl outbreaks in prisons in Ohio and PA ensued.  

 

Upcoming events that were mentioned to the Subcommittee members are as follows: 

1) Two Mass Casualty Incident (MCI) exercises will be given within the next month.  One 

is on September 27th in Dayton and the second is in Springfield, Ohio on October 4th.  

Mr. Gerstner sent an email to all Subcommittee members with a sign-up application by 

surveymonkey.com. 

 

2) Mr. Gerstner announced that the annual Dayton MMRS/RMRS Steering Committee 

Meeting will be held November 13, 2018.  There will be outside speakers, breakfast and 

lunch will be included, and free CE is available.  More information about the conference 

as well as registration information can be found via this link:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/STEERINGMMRS2018.  

 

3) Dr. Cunningham announced that the first annual Ohio EMS Medical Director Conference 

will be held on November 14, 2018 in the Ohio Department of Transportation 

auditorium.  All members of the EMS community are invited.  CE will be offered.  The 

registration fees are $50 for physicians, $45 for physicians who are members of Ohio 

ACEP, and $25 for EMS providers and other attendees.  More information is available at:  

http://www.ohacep.org/aws/OACEP/pt/sp/ems_conference?utm_source- 

 

Recap of action items 

The Subcommittee Chair provided a recap of the current action items. 

 

There was a motion to adjourn at 11:51 a.m. 

 

ACTION: Motion to adjourn at 11:51 am.   Mr. Resanovich – First.  Mr. Gerstner– Second. None 
opposed. None abstained.  Motion approved.  

 

Next meeting: 

 

Friday, October 5, 2018  

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FSTEERINGMMRS2018&data=02%7C01%7CJMayton%40dps.ohio.gov%7C4d36d74478f94379aa7308d6403b8fd7%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C636767022815030043&sdata=yNY07KwdxZcybLwxT1sdYiCEEoTQcDMEBzs%2Be5otxq8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ohacep.org/aws/OACEP/pt/sp/ems_conference?utm_source-
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