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STATE BOARD OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL, FIRE AND TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

 
M I N U T E S 

June 19, 2018 

 
 
Committee Meeting Date and Location:  Tuesday, June 19, 2018 at the ODPS Shipley Building, Conference 

Room 1102, 1970 W. Broad Street, Columbus, OH  43223 

 

Committee Members Present:  Deanna Harris, Chair, Mary Ahlers, Joseph Natko, Vincent Gildone, and Susan 

Kearns.  Herb de la Porte arrived at 2 pm 

 

Committee Members Absent:  Jim Davis, Vice Chair, Karen Beavers 

 

DPS and EMS Staff Members Present:  Ellen Owens, Rob Wagoner, Jodie Parker 

 

Also Present:  Aaron Jennings, Board Member  

 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:15 pm.  Chair Harris welcomed everyone and introductions were made.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

ACTION: Motion to approve the minutes of the April 17, 2018 meeting.        

Chief Natko – First.  Chief Gildone – Second.  None opposed.  None abstained.  Motion approved.  

 

Old Business 

 

EMFTS Board Strategic Plan:  Committee Assignments 

Ms. Harris provided an overview of the two items from the Strategic Plan assigned to the EMS System 

Development Committee:  Create EMS-based surveillance for high-risk conditions; and, EMS funding for non-

emergent services.   

At the April meeting, committee members were asked to collect data from agencies in their area pertaining to 

the number of non-transport  runs they handled annually over the past three years and the associated costs for 

personnel, supplies, etc. in providing those services.   The collected data will be important when seeking funding 

for these services. 

Discussion followed about what constitutes ‘non-transport’ and who is reporting what.  Chief Natko reported 

that non-transports make up 36% of Akron Fire Department’s runs, which includes calls for lift assists, wellness 

checks, and patient refusals following treatment.  Akron only transports emergencies and contracts with a  



 
private ambulance service for all other needed transports.   Chief Natko indicated Akron Fire Department 

submits the run reports to EMSIRS, however some runs, such as wellness checks that do not involve an 

ambulance response, are not reported.  Chief Natko reported that it’s a struggle internally regarding how they 

label the non-transport calls however, these are real numbers and they equal real dollars.   

 [Rob Wagoner joined the meeting.]   

 

Mr. Wagoner reported that EMSIRS can identify non-transport runs.  However, he cautioned that some agencies 

don’t report non-transport runs and even on the lift assist one agency may send an ambulance, whereas another 

agency might send out a van.  So there can be some confusion there.  Ms. Harris stated that she believes once we 

have the information, then we can approach the legislators to discuss possible funding.   

 

Mr. Wagoner wants us to not think about the ways things are now, but think about what we want to know.  We 

can’t overburden the provider on the volume of information we want them to report.  For this committee, he 

wants to know exactly what information we want to capture. 

 

Action Item:  As a committee, come up with a list of exactly what information we want to capture. 

 

Action Item:  Schedule Rob Wagoner and Sue Morris for our next meeting in order to get data entry 

points. 

 

[Herb de la Porte arrived.] 

 

Ms. Kearns spoke about what a financial strain bariatric transports are, and wondered if that is under Special 

Needs.  Discussion followed about what is considered Special Needs and how we find out what’s covered under 

Special Needs.  It’s believed that there was a special needs sub-committee under the trauma committee that dealt 

with this.  We know we want to capture bariatric, but geriatric is well covered. 

 

Action Item:  Ms. Owens to review the Special Needs documentation to determine what the workgroup 

was working on that might need added by the Committee. 

 

Mr. de la Porte reported that for his organization, all opiate runs are transported.  Had about 38K, similar to 

Cleveland’s.  Billable is a combination; perhaps 20K 911 runs and of that there are about 5K non-transport calls.  

He also stated that everything gets reported. 

 

Ms. Harris summarized, saying we’re going back to our agencies about the need to capture this information, 

special needs, non-transport data points, and after we meet next time we’ll set up a data dictionary work group.  

We’re asking Mr. Wagoner and Sue Morris to get non-transport data entry points and we’ll look into what’s 

important to us as far as what information we want, what data points, and an update on the 2018 annual report. 

 

Ms. Harris asked if we can get OSP to come to our next meeting with numbers of crash reports involving 

ambulances.  If we know the numbers, we can do interventions. 

 

Action Item:  Invite OSP to August 14 meeting with information on ambulance crashes. 

 

New Business 

There was no new business. 

 

Adjourn 

 

ACTION: Motion to adjourn at 2:55 pm.   Mr. de la Porte – First.  Mr. Natko – Second. None opposed. 

None abstained.  Motion approved.  

 

Next meeting:  August 14, 2018 


