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TRAUMA COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 
DATE 

January 14, 2015 

TIME 

10:06 a.m. 

LOCATION 

ODPS – Division of EMS 

1970 W. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio 43218 

ATTENDEES 

Committee Members: Joyce Burt; Herb de la Porte; Kathy Haley; Ed Michelson, MD; Greg 

Nemunaitis, MD; James Owen; Kevin Pugh, MD; John Ross; Jonathan Saxe, MD; Michael 

Shannon, MD; Diane Simon; Howard Werman, MD 

Non-voting Liaisons: Jolene DeFiore-Hyrmer (ODH); Steven Steinberg, MD (EMFTS Board)  

ODPS Staff: Carol Cunningham, MD; Tim Erskine; Ryan Frick; Sue Morris; Schuyler 

Schmidt 

Visitors: Sign in sheet on file 

ABSENT 
Committee Members: Joe Brown; John Crow, MD; Jan Gorniak, MD; Kitty Hevener; Laurie 

Johnson, MD; Richard Ziegler, MD 

AGENDA TOPICS 

TOPIC Call to order; Approval of minutes 

DISCUSSION 

(Saxe) 

Meeting called to order at 10:06am.  Motion to approve the September 2014 minutes 

with noted corrections by Shannon, second by Pugh. All in favor, none opposed, 

no abstentions.  MOTION PASSED. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

   
 

TOPIC System status update 

DISCUSSION 

(Erskine) 

Mr. Erskine reported that Case Medical Center has its ACS consultation visit scheduled for 

the end of April. Ahuja Medical Center in Beachwood has scheduled but it was postponed. 

Mr. Erskine reported that we are still awaiting batch file uploads to be possible for the 

submission into the new system.  Mr. Erskine will be setting up a call between Digital 

Innovation and Clinical Data Management. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

   
    

TOPIC Legislative update 

DISCUSSION 

(Steinberg) 

Dr. Steinberg reported things are moving along with the proposed trauma system 

legislation. Meetings were held with the Akron Regional Hospital Board.  Representative 

Grossman held a fourth interested party meeting. The Ohio Fire Chiefs’ Association 

requested the board composition be modified. Rep. Steven Huffman has signed on as a co-

sponsor. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
 

TOPIC Medical Director’s report / Ohio Department of Health / EMFTS Board 

DISCUSSION 

(Cunningham/ 

Erskine/DeFiore-

Hyrmer) 

Dr. Cunningham’s reported the RPAB regions are being realigned to match the Homeland 

Security Regions. That will reduce our regions to eight.  Region 4 has regional protocols that 

have been approved by the EMSFTS Board, but the realignment, a portion of the current 

Region 3 will be included in Region 4.  Region 4 does not have a chair.  Region 3 does have a 

chair.  The region was encouraged to decide on how they plan to address this change.  Mr. 

Erskine updated the PowerPoint presentation to address the changes in the Trauma Triage 

law. Additionally the test that will be taken at the end of the presentation will be updated.  

Ms. DeFiore-Hyrmer reported their agency has just completed review for accreditation.  She 

also reported on the Return to Play committee.  The committee heard from the groups that 

were required to give testimony.  There was no report from the EMFTS Board. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

   
 

TOPIC Framework implementation workgroups 
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DISCUSSION 

(Multiple) 

Goal 1: The trauma legislation was discussed earlier during the legislative update.  Ms. 

Haley stated the reporting delay should be taken to the EMFTS Board. 

Goal 2: The OIPP report was given during the liaison reports 

Goal 3: No report 

Goal 4: Continued to work the Concepts in Process Improvement workshops to be held on 

March 24 & 25th.  The attendees represent broad coverage of the State of Ohio.  Need 

response from Toledo, Akron/Canton and Youngstown areas.  Due to questions have been 

raised due to Automotive Telematics training, the workgroup will look into creating 

training. 

Goal 5: No report 

Goal 6: Dr. Nemunaitis reported that the rehab report for 2011 – 2013 has been completed. 

The committee would like to develop more information on guidelines on rehab management 

at facilities and transfer agreements.  Looking for a subcommittee chairman. 

Goal 7: The Trauma committee requests the PI workgroup to take up the Model Trauma 

Scorecard and produce an update. 

Goal 8: Ms. Burt was introduced as a new member of the committee and will act as chair.  

The data dictionary has been updated to mirror the NTDB.  A survey was taken to address 

the differences in how GCS is collected.  An audit was completed by Ms. Myers comparing 

her hospitals data with those reported by OHA.  It was found that the numbers differed due 

to isolated hip fractures or a trauma code that would not have been a primary reason for 

admission. 

Goal 9: They have contacted a graphic artist at Ohio State University to work on visuals. 

Goal 10: The errata sheet is to be placed at the end of the video and before the quiz.  Ms. 

Hevener has stepped down as chair and B/C Bryon Betsinger has stepped into that position.  

The committee is working on a description sheet that would be similar to MSDS sheets to be 

available to the prehospital responders and information for the recipients of care to know 

what to expect when EMS arrives. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC AOTR Trauma Registrar course 

DISCUSSION 

(Erskine/Burt) 

Due to the change in educational requirements for registrar, the educational committee of 

AOTR is creating an ATS-equivalent course.  The group is looking for an endorsement from 

the Trauma Committee and OSTNL. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
 

TOPIC Trauma Committee SOP 

DISCUSSION 

(Saxe) 

The committee discussed the current SOP. Modifications were made to show the changes in 

the name of the EMTFS board.  Meeting materials are to be sent out at least one week 

ahead of the meeting. Motion to amend SOP to include changes in the name of the 

EMFTS Board and all meeting materials to be sent out at least one week ahead of 

meeting made by Michelson, second by Pugh. All in favor, none opposed, no 

abstentions. MOTION PASSED.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Modify SOP as described Erskine ASAP 
 

TOPIC Level 3 Risk Adjustment Strategy 

DISCUSSION 

(Simon) 

Level 3 will now be required to complete risk adjustment to be able to compare facilities and 

has brought this discussion to the committee for guidance.  Dr. Saxe states this can be 

taken to COT meeting and the ACS Verification committee to be addressed. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Feedback from COT and ACS Saxe  
 

TOPIC Model Trauma System Evaluation 

DISCUSSION Re-evaluation of the MTSPE that was completed in March, 2008 was brought up for 
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(Haley) discussion.  There is a graduate student that is available to complete the work.  Motion to 

compete the re-evaluation in the calendar year 2015 made by Haley, second by 

Michelson. All in favor, none opposed, no abstentions. MOTION PASSED. 

This work scheduled to be completed at the May 13th meeting. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Re-evaluation of the MTSPE Erskine  
  

TOPIC Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

DISCUSSION 

(Saxe) 

Dr. Saxe asked for nominations for Chair.  Dr. Michelson and Mr. de la Porte 

were nominated. Dr. Michelson reported he has stepped down from his 

professional position, but would serve if elected.  Mr. de la Porte declined.   For 

the position of vice-chair, Ms. Simon and Mr. de la Porte were nominated.  Mr. 

de la Porte declined.  Vote to elect Dr. Michelson to the position of Chair.  

Vote was unanimous.  Vote to elect Ms. Simon to the position of Vice-

Chair.  Vote was unanimous. 
 

TOPIC Adjournment 

DISCUSSION 

(Saxe) 
Dr. Saxe adjourned the meeting at 11:44am 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Modify SOP as described Erskine ASAP 

Feedback from COT and ACS Saxe ASAP 

Re-evaluation of the MTSPE Erskine  

ATTACHMENTS 

o  

NEXT MEETING 

Next meetings: (Bimonthly, the 2nd Wednesday of odd-numbered months at 10:00am) 

o November 12 

o January 14 

o March 11 

o May 13 

o July 8 

o September 9 

o November 11 (Veteran’s day holiday - will have to be rescheduled) 

MINUTES APPROVED 

Date 
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TRAUMA COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 
DATE 

March 18, 2015 

TIME 

10:00am 

LOCATION 

ODPS – Division of EMS 

1970 W. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio 43218 

ATTENDEES 

Committee Members: Joyce Burt; John Crow, MD; Herb De La Porte; Katherine Hevener; 

Laurie Johnson, MD; Ed Michelson, MD; Greg Nemunaitis, MD; James Owen; Kevin Pugh; 

John Ross; Michael Shannon, MD; Diane Simon 

ODPS Staff: Tim Erskine; Ryan Frick; Schuyler Schmidt; Natalie Haslage 

Visitors: Sign in sheet on file 

ABSENT Committee Members: Kathy Haley; Jonathan Saxe; Marilyn Singleton; Howard Werman 

AGENDA TOPICS 

TOPIC Call to order, introductions, approval of January 2015 minutes 

DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 

Meeting was called to order at 10:04am.  Introductions were made.  Motion to approve 

minutes from January 2015, made by Shannon, second by Pugh.  All in favor, none 

opposed; Motion passed. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC System status update 

DISCUSSION 

(Erskine) 

Mr. Erskine stated that there has been no change in the number or status of trauma centers 

in the state.  He also pointed out that the current Trauma Committee roster has a large 

number of vacancies but that many nominations are forthcoming.  The Digital Innovation 

registry is about to come online.  Educational materials will follow shortly after the go-live. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC Liaison Reports 

DISCUSSION 

(Various) 

Legislative report: Nothing is currently pending in the General Assembly.  Dr. Steinberg 

reported that LSC is working on the final version of the trauma legislation. 

Medical Director: The RPAB Chairs will be meeting this afternoon at 1pm. The RPABs 

will be realigned to match Homeland Security regions in July.  A reminder is going out to 

members about the changes in the trauma triage criteria.  

Department of Health: Ms. Defiore-Hyrmer reported that ODH released an RFP for 

implementing a STEADI program; OIPP was given a presentation on Mt. Carmel’s 

community falls program which OIPP assisted in developing; naloxone distribution pilot 

programs are being developed; GCOAT is developing acute care prescribing guidelines for 

opiates; OIPP is awarding mini-grants for evidence-based falls prevention and for child 

injury prevention; continuing education for law enforcement officers on child passenger 

safety laws has been posted to the OPOTA website; working with BMV to educate parents 

on Ohio’s Graduated Driver Licenses.  Ms. Defiore-Hyrmer also reported that the post-

concussion return to play committee adjourned after coming to consensus that 

Chiropractors that are Diplomates in Neurology or Sports Medicine or are registered as  

having had additional concussion training will be allowed clear athletes to return to play 

without having to consult with an MD or DO. 

EMFTS Board: Dr. Steinberg reported that the Board received a draft EMS performance 

measures report from the staff. It’s derived from EMSIRS data and is the first time that the 

data has been used for quality purposes. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC Framework Implementation Workgroups 

DISCUSSION 

(Various) 

Goal 1: Covered in legislative report. 

Goal 2: Covered in ODH report. 

Goal 3: No report 

Goal 4: The Concepts in Process Improvement train-the-trainer workshop is being held on 

March 24 and 25. 
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Goal 5: No report. 

Goal 6: Dr. Nemunaitis went over the Trauma Rehabilitation Registry annual report that 

was just created.  There are 79 inpatient rehab centers on the list of facilities; a survey of 

those facilities will be performed to build descriptors of services provided.  A rehab service 

locator portion of the EMS website is still needed.  Motion to expand the EMS Data 

Center website to include rehabilitation center data, made by Nemunaitis, second by 

Shannon.  All in favor, none opposed.  Motion passed. 

Goal 7: The Committee was updated on the progress of developing a risk adjustment 

strategy.  Dr. Steinberg suggested the Committee consider external validation of registry 

data at each submitting facility. 

Goal 8: Ms. Burt reported that the workgroup is creating an online quiz for registrars to 

help enhance data consistency. 

Goal 9: No report. 

Goal 10: There was no quorum at the last meeting. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Place rehab center data on Data Center website Erskine ASAP 

TOPIC AOTR Trauma Registrar Course 

DISCUSSION 

(Holderman) 

Ms. Holderman gave the Committee an overview of the training course being developed by 

AOTR that will be an “American Trauma Society equivalent” to meet the training 

requirements of the ACS ‘Orange Book’.  Once completed the AOTR will be seeking 

endorsement from the EMFTS Board for the course to be an acceptable equivalent. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC Model Trauma System Planning and Evaluation (MTSPE) 

DISCUSSION 

(Erskine) 

Mr. Erskine gave an instructional presentation on the May reassessment of the Ohio 

Trauma System and how the evaluation will be done using the MTSPE. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC November meeting 

DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 

The November meeting will need to be rescheduled as the 2nd Wednesday is Veteran’s Day.  

Consensus of the Committee was to move the meeting to November 4, 2015. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC Adjournment 
DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:09pm. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Place rehab center data on Data Center website Erskine 

  

  

ATTACHMENTS 

o  

NEXT MEETING 

Next meetings: (Bimonthly, the second Wednesday of the odd-numbered month at 10:00am) 

o May 13 

o July 8 

o September 9 

o November 4 (NEW DATE) 

MINUTES APPROVED 
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Date 
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TRAUMA COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 
DATE 

May 13, 2015 

TIME 

9:00am 

LOCATION 

Ohio Fire Academy 

8895 East Main Street Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068 

ATTENDEES 

Committee Members: Marco Bonta, MD; Joyce Burt; John Crow, MD; Herb De La Porte; 

Kathy Haley; Peter Larsen, DDS; Ed Michelson, MD; James Owen; Kevin Pugh; John Ross; 

James Sauto, MD; Michael Shannon, MD; Diane Simon; Howard Werman, MD 

ODPS Staff: Tim Erskine; Ryan Frick; Sue Morris; Schuyler Schmidt; Natalie Haslage 

Visitors: Sign in sheet on file 

ABSENT 
Committee Members: Katherine Hevener; Laurie Johnson, MD; Greg Nemunaitis, MD; 

Marilyn Singleton 

AGENDA TOPICS 

TOPIC Call to order, introductions, approval of March 2015 minutes 

DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 

Meeting was called to order at 9:00am.  Introductions were made.  Motion to approve 

minutes from March 2015, made by Shannon, second by Werman.  All in favor, none 

opposed; Motion passed. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC Trauma System Assessment 

DISCUSSION 

(Kovach) 

Motion to proceed directly to the trauma system assessment and dispense with 

the rest of the agenda, made by Werman, second by Shannon.  All in favor, none opposed; 

Motion passed. 

 

The Committee and guests performed and completed the Model Trauma System Planning 

and Evaluation assessment, facilitated by Sherri Kovach, RN. 

 

Mr. Erskine will compile the results and create a report of the assessment. 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Create report on assessment results Erskine ASAP 

TOPIC Adjournment 
DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:30pm. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Create report on assessment results Erskine 

  

  

ATTACHMENTS 

o  

NEXT MEETING 

Next meetings: (Bimonthly, the second Wednesday of the odd-numbered month at 10:00am) 

o July 8 

o September 9 

o November 4 (NEW DATE) 

o January 13, 2016 

MINUTES APPROVED 
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TRAUMA COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES  
DATE 

July 8, 2015 

TIME 

10:00am 

LOCATION 

Ohio Fire Academy 

8895 E Main St, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 

ATTENDEES 

Committee Members: Marco Bonta, MD; Joyce Burt; John Crow; Herb de la Porte; Kathy 

Haley; Kitty Hevener; Laurie Johnson, MD; Nicole Kolacz; Greg Nemunaitis, MD; John 

Ross; James Sauto, MD; Michael Shannon, MD; Diane Simon; Marilyn Singleton; Howard 

Werman, MD 

ODPS Staff: Tim Erskine; Ryan Frick; Natalie Haslage 

Visitors: Sign in sheet on file 

AGENDA TOPICS 

TOPIC Welcome, Introductions, Approval of Minutes 

DISCUSSION 

(Simon) 

Diane Simon called the meeting to order at 10:08am. Introductions were made.  Two 

corrections were made to the May minutes. Motion to approve May 2015 minutes with 

amendments made by Shannon, second by Crow.  All in favor, none opposed. 

MOTION PASSED. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
 

TOPIC Stop the Bleeding Coalition 

DISCUSSION 

(SBC) 

A presentation was made by the Stop the Bleeding Coalition on their aims to have 

hemostasis kits widely available like AEDs. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
    

TOPIC System Status Update 

DISCUSSION 

(Erskine/Morris) 

The only change in trauma centers is that UH Case Medical Center had their Level 1 

consultation visit.  We are receiving data into OTR from TraumaBase users and continue to 

receive individual entries from smaller hospitals. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
 

TOPIC Liaison Reports 

DISCUSSION 

(Various) 

Mr. Erskine noted that HB 121 is to create Service Dog Awareness Week during the last 

week of July. It has already passed the House. HB 187 allows EMS to treat animals in an 

emergency. HB 261 is the trauma legislation. A question was raised about whether or not 

Committee members could testify in support of HB 261 as self-identified members of the 

Trauma Committee.  Mr. Erskine will ask ODPS Legal. The RPAB regions were realigned 

on July 1 to match the Homeland Security Regions. Ms. Defiore-Hyrmer reported that HB 4 

passed allowing naloxone to be dispensed without a prescription. Safe Sleep legislation went 

into effect May 18, requiring hospitals to screen mothers for safe sleep environments.  

STEADI assessments to evaluate for fall risk are being implemented statewide. OIPP’s 

Elderly Falls Coalition is working with OSU to create a fall prevention symposium. Pilot 

project grants were awarded, 2 for tai chi, 1 for a STEADI Toolkit for EDs, and one for home 

modification.  Ms. Simon reported that the EMFTS Board awarded 2 trauma research 

grants and 2 injury prevention grants.  Dr. Steinberg told the Committee that the EMSIRS 

Annual Report has been released and it contains performance measures.  Ohio is the first 

state to do this. He suggested that the same could be done with OTR.  Mr. Erskine asked for 

suggestions for trauma performance measures. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Ask ODPS Legal if members can testify on HB 261  

Send trauma performance measure ideas to Erskine 

Erskine 

All 

September 9 

September 9 
 

TOPIC Framework Implementation Workgroup Reports 

DISCUSSION Goal 1 – No report 
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(Various) Goal 2 – See Liaison Reports 

Goal 3 – No report 

Goal 4 – Mr. Ross reported that the Concepts in Process Improvement course has been 

presented twice with another being presented tomorrow. It is being very well received. The 

workgroup has been looking into vehicle telematics education for EMS. The workgroup has 

been asked to assist with designing the EMSIRS-3 data dictionary. 

Goal 5 – No report. 

Goal 6 – Dr. Nemunaitis reported that there are 77 inpatient rehab facilities listed on the 

EMS website. The information will be expanded to include such things as patient capacity 

and specialties.  The IRF-PAI will be reviewed to update the Trauma Rehab Registry’s data 

dictionary. 

Goal 7 – Dr. George reported a risk adjusted model has been build and the workgroup is 

looking at comparing EMS to TACR fields for data validations.  The workgroup had a 

presentation by Arbor Metrics, a company that provides risk adjustment for the Michigan 

TQIP program, funded by an insurance company in Michigan.  Mr. Erskine reported that 

Dr. Robinson has resigned from the workgroup and the workgroup would like to request the 

approval of Dr. Richard George as Co-Chair of Goal 7. Motion by Crow to appoint Dr. 

George as Goal 7 Co-Chair, second by Werman.  All in favor, none opposed.  

Motion passed. 

Goal 8 – Ms. Burt reported that the workgroup has not met since the last meeting.  At their 

meeting next week they will be working on education needs beginning with TACR monthly 

questions coming from the data dictionary with verification of the answers.  ICD-10 is 

coming in October of this year.  It was announced the 2015 data dictionary is available 

online. 

Goal 9 – No report.  There is no Chair of this workgroup. 

Goal 10 – Ms. Hevener reported that the workgroup is developing information sheets on 

various disabilities in a format similar to MSDS sheets to give responders a quick reference 

guide. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
 

TOPIC MTSPE Reassessment 

DISCUSSION 

(Simon) 

The score increased by 74 points over the original 2008 assessment.  This is significant 

positive progress.  The Framework needs to be reworked to give a global look at needs for 

resources, legislation and finance.  A workgroup is to convene to create a new Framework.  

Motion to create a workgroup, tasked with creating a new strategic plan made by 

Haley, second by Werman. All in favor, none opposed.  Motion passed.  Workgroup 

members:  Haley, Simon, Werman, Burt and Knotts. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC Verified burn centers 

DISCUSSION 

(Simon) 

The EMFTS Board wants to know if the Committee has any concerns over the declining 

number of ABA-verified burn centers in Ohio.  The committee would like to see a report 

from TACR showing a count of burn patients, a report from EMSIRS showing a count of 

burn patients (using trauma triage) and a map of burn centers. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Count of burn patients from TACR and EMSIRS Office of Research September 9 

TOPIC Region 6 RPAB 

DISCUSSION 

(Simon) 

RPAB Region 6 has changed their trauma triage protocol to align with the latest state-level 

changes.  This needs to be reviewed to ensure it does match.  Werman and Singleton 

volunteered to review. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Review RPAB Region 6 triage protocol Werman/Singleton  
 

TOPIC Open forum 
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DISCUSSION 

 

Ms. Hevener reported she provided CE to an Air Medical Agency and in turn they received 

an opportunity to experience the transport of a service animal. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

Adjourned by Ms. Simon at 12:34 pm   

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Ask ODPS Legal if members can testify on HB 261  

Send trauma performance measure ideas to Erskine 

Erskine 

All 

Count of burn patients from TACR and EMSIRS Office of Research 

Review RPAB Region 6 triage protocol Werman/Singleton 

ATTACHMENTS 

o  

NEXT MEETING 

Next meetings: (Bimonthly, the second Wednesday of the odd-numbered month at 10:00am) 

o September 9 

o November 4 (NEW DATE) 

o January 13, 2016 

o March 9, 2016 

MINUTES APPROVED 

Date 
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TRAUMA COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES  
DATE 

September 9, 2015 

TIME 

10:00am 

LOCATION 

Ohio Department of Public Safety 

1970 W. Broad St., OH 

ATTENDEES 

Committee Members: Joyce Burt; John Crow, MD; Herb de la Porte; Kathy Haley; Laurie 

Johnson, MD; Nicole Kolacz; Peter Larsen, DDS; Edward Michelson, MD; Greg Nemunaitis, 

MD; John Ross; James Sauto, MD; Michael Shannon, MD; Diane Simon; Howard Werman, 

MD 

ODPS Staff: Tim Erskine; Ryan Frick; Natalie Haslage; Sue Morris 

Visitors: Sign in sheet on file 

AGENDA TOPICS 

TOPIC Welcome, Introductions, Approval of Minutes 

DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 

Dr. Michelson called the meeting to order. Introductions were made.  Motion to approve 

July 2015 minutes made by de la Porte, second by Shannon.  All in favor, none 

opposed. MOTION PASSED. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
 

TOPIC System Status Update 

DISCUSSION 

(Erskine/Morris) 

The only change in trauma centers is that UH Case Medical Center have received the 

written report of their Level 1 consultation visit.  The next steps are to create a corrective 

action plan and apply for a verification visit.  Akron General is operating under provisional 

status. 

 

The DI system is up and running. We have been receiving data but several hospitals are on 

extension. 

 

Unique identifiers, to help increase the accuracy of probabilistic linkage, was discussed.  

Motion to direct the Visionary Committee to create an executive summary on data 

linkage issues, associated gaps and explore the creation of a unique identifier for 

trauma victims to be completed by the first quarter of 2016 made by Haley, second 

by Shannon. All in favor, none opposed.  MOTION PASSED. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Create data linkage executive summary Steinberg / Visionary March 2016 
    

TOPIC Legislative Update 

DISCUSSION 

(Erskine) 

HB 261 was introduced and sent to a committee but the House has been in recess so no 

further action. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
 

TOPIC Liaison Reports 

DISCUSSION 

(Various) 

State Medical Director via written report noted that with the changes in RPAB regions, the 

former Region 4’s triage protocol will expire on December 31 as no replacement protocols 

have been created for the new Region. 

 

ODH has created a bridge plan for the State Health Improvement Plan through 2016.  The 

Violence and Injury Prevention Program has received close to a million dollars to enhance 

the current prescription drug monitoring program.  VIPP is also working with 2 contracts.  

One is to pilot introducing the STEADI Toolkit into electronic medical records at 

OhioHealth and TriHealth to include the STEADI Toolkit in their physician office EHRs.  

The other is with the University of Dayton to create the “Return to Learn” concussion model 

for implementation statewide.  A drowning prevention program is also being created with 

the CDC.  OIPP (Goal 2) is working on its new strategic plan.  They wish to align the plan 
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with the Framework for Improving Ohio’s Trauma System.  There will be an older adult fall 

prevention symposium on November 6 in Columbus. 

 

The EMFTS Board has created a Rural EMS Committee, looking primarily at EMS and 

Critical Access Hospitals.  The Time Critical Diagnosis Committee is having a workshop on 

September 25. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

   
 

TOPIC Framework Implementation Workgroup Reports 

DISCUSSION 

(Various) 

Goal 1 – No report 

Goal 2 – See Liaison Reports 

Goal 3 – No report 

Goal 4 – Mr. Ross reported that the workgroup met twice since the last meeting at the 

request of staff to assist with the creation of the EMSIRS-3 data dictionary.  There have 

been a total of 3 Concepts in Process Improvement course with 2 more scheduled, one for 

the Ohio EMS Chiefs Association and the Southern Ohio Rural EMS Alliance. 

Goal 5 – No report.  

Goal 6 – Dr. Nemunaitis reported that a survey is to be sent out to reassess rehab facilities 

in the state. 

Goal 7 – Ms. Moss reported that the risk adjustment model has been put on hold until a 

replacement statistician is hired.  The workgroup identified 10 matching fields that both 

EMSIRS and OTR capture.  These will be used for data validation.  The workgroup has also 

identified one injury type (closed proximal long bone fractures, single system injuries) that 

can be identified in all 3 data systems.  This can be used for benchmarking in all phases of 

care. 

Goal 8 – Ms. Burt reported that data is due soon to OTR.  At the next meeting (next week) 

the NTDB 2016 Data Dictionary will be reviewed to determine what changes will need to be 

made in the 2016 TACR Data Dictionary.  The workgroup is developing a TACR quiz as a PI 

tool to assess and improve registrars’ knowledge of data entry rules. 

Goal 9 – No report.  Dr. Michelson expressed hope that inclusion in the minutes of the fact 

that there is currently no Chair for this workgroup might elicit a volunteer.  Anyone 

interested should contact Mr. Erskine. 

Goal 10 – No report.  The videos created by this workgroup were discussed and the 

Committee directed staff to have them posted to the regular EMS website (no CE can be 

offered) until they can be posted to a website capable of providing CE.  Motion to request 

EMFTS Board ensure the functional needs videos be posted to CE-providing 

website by the end of the calendar year made by Werman, second by Ross.  All in 

favor, none opposed. MOTION PASSED. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Send letter to EMFTS Board chair to post videos to PSTC Michelson  
 

TOPIC Strategic Plan revision 

DISCUSSION 

(Simon) 

The workgroup convened this morning to begin assessing how to create a new strategic 

plan.  Goal statements for each goal group will be reviewed and revised as needed.  These 

will be sent to each workgroup to set up their parameters and targets. Goal 10’s goals in 

reality encompass more than just trauma so this should be moved to a committee of the 

EMFTS Board.  The registry should be a permanent subcommittee of this Committee as it is 

an ongoing issue.  This will be recommended to the Board at their next meeting. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Recommend adoption of people with functional needs at the 

Board level 
Michelson  

TOPIC Verified burn centers 
DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 
Due to the registry transition the data on burn patients has been inaccessible. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

TOPIC AOTR Trauma Registrar Course 
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DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 
This is a placeholder agenda item until the course pilot is performed on October 16. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   

Adjourned by Dr. Michelson at 11:23 AM   

NEXT MEETING 

Next meetings: (Bimonthly, the second Wednesday of the odd-numbered month at 10:00am) 

o January 13, 2016 

o March 9, 2016 

o May 11, 2016 

o July 13, 2016 

o September 14, 2016 

o November 9, 2016 

MINUTES APPROVED 

Date 
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TRAUMA COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 
DATE 

November 4, 2015 

TIME 

10:00 am 

LOCATION 

OCOSH 

13430 Yarmouth Drive, Pickerington, OH 43147 

ATTENDEES 

Committee Members: Marco Bonta, MD; Joyce Burt; John Crow, MD; Herb de la Porte; 

Kitty Hevener; Peter Larsen, DDS; Ed Michelson, MD; Greg Nemunaitis, MD; John Ross; 

Michael Shannon, MD; Diane Simon; Howard Werman, MD 

ODPS Staff: Tim Erskine; Ryan Frick; Natalie Haslage; Sue Morris 

Visitors: Sign in sheet on file 

AGENDA TOPICS 

TOPIC Call to order, introductions, approval of minutes 

DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 

Dr. Michelson called the meeting to order at 10:10am.  Introductions were made.  Motion 

to approve September 2015 minutes made by Shannon, second by Crow. All in 

favor, none opposed.  MOTION PASSED.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
 

TOPIC System Status Update 

DISCUSSION 

(Erskine) 

University Hospitals Case Medical Center will begin operating as a Level 1 trauma center 

under provisional designation at 0800 on December 1. The provisional designation will 

expire on May 31, 2017. 

 

Records are coming in from trauma centers, but CDM’s export package has not been 

completely rolled out yet. There are no systematic problems in transmission or reception of 

the data. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

None   
    

TOPIC Liaison Reports 

DISCUSSION 

(Various) 

Mr. Erskine provided an update on pending legislation of interest to the Committee. HB 261 

was referred to the Health and Aging Committee and has had two hearings. Further action 

isn’t anticipated until after the first of the year. 

 

Dr. Cunningham reported the RPAB Chair and All-Member meeting will be on November 

12, the date being moved from the 11th due to the Veteran’s Day holiday. The state EMS 

guidelines will be updated to meet the new AHA guidelines. The NASEMSO Medical 

Directors Council reviewed a position statement by the National Athletic Trainers 

Association (NATA) on the care of athletes with spinal injuries. The MDC sent a response 

supportive of the position with the exception of backboards for all. 

 

Dr. Cunningham also reported the China is seeking to have ketamine reclassified to a 

Schedule I drug at the international level. This would make it impossible to acquire for 

emergency medicine and EMS. 

 

An app called COPE (Compassionate Options for Pediatric EMS) is under development to 

help EMS providers handle prehospital pediatric deaths. 

 

Ms. Simon reported that the EMFTS Board is streamlining the EMS grant program, 

especially with an eye to improving the ability to get more money to the neediest agencies. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Send the NASEMSO NATA correspondence to the Committee Erskine  
 

TOPIC Framework Implementation Workgroups 

DISCUSSION 

(Various) 

Goal 1: No report. 

Goal 2: A recent, large increase in fentanyl overdose deaths has prompted ODH to request 

an “Epi Aid” investigation by the CDC. The Older Adult Falls Coalition is hosting a falls 

prevention symposium on November 6. 
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Goal 3: No report. 

Goal 4: The Concepts in Process Improvement course was presented to the Southern Ohio 

Rural EMS Alliance and was very well received. It is slated for presentation next week and 

twice next year. 

Goal 5: No report. 

Goal 6: The inpatient rehab survey was sent and three responses were received. The survey 

was hoped to be used to expand the information listed on the ODPS website. 

Goal 7: The workgroup is developing performance measures, similar to those done from 

EMSIRS for EMS. 

Goal 8: The Trauma Acute Care Registry Quiz is underway.  ICD-10 went into effect 

October 1. The NTDB has changed the definitions of ED and hospital discharge date/time, 

therefore, additional fields will be added to the TACR dictionary to maintain consistency 

with past practices but also remain aligned with NTDB. 

Goal 9: There is still no chair for this workgroup. OHA will be asked if they can provide 

assistance with respects to public information. The committee will be sent a description of 

Goal 9’s tasks and ask for a volunteer to chair. 

Goal 10: The workgroup has not met for a significant amount of time. The Committee was 

updated on the status of the posting of the videos. There should be space now on Public 

Safety Training Campus. Discussion was held previously that the tasks of the Functional 

Needs workgroup should be elevated to be a committee of the EMFTS Board. This 

recommendation will be made at the December Board meeting. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

1. Determine if OHA can provide assistance with public 

information efforts 

2. Send description of Goal 9’s tasks and ask for volunteer to 

chair 

3. Ensure videos are posted to Public Safety Training Campus 

4. Make recommendation to elevate Functional Needs 

workgroup to EMFTS Board committee level 

 

1. Erskine 

 

2. Erskine 

 

3. Erskine 

4. Michelson/Simon 

 

 

TOPIC Strategic Plan revision 

DISCUSSION 

(Michelson) 

The Strategic Plan workgroup met this morning. The main focus was on Goal 7 and PI. The 

thought is that PI should be performed within each goal workgroup.  Each workgroup will 

be tasked with identifying areas for improvement within its purview and report that back to 

the full Committee. A Committee member would be designated as the PI Coordinator, 

liaising with each workgroup to help with progress and eliminate redundancies. The 

thought was this person should be the Vice-Chair as the person in that position generally 

has experience with the Committee and its mission, and will give them a comprehensive 

view of the Committee’s work. There is currently no peer protection for patient-level PI at 

this level, but there is (or can be) at the regional level, so the second approach for PI would 

be to bring together the regional trauma organizations to share best practices and exchange 

ideas. 

 

It was also decided that each workgroup should be given the MTSPE scores from both 2008 

and 2015.  From this, each workgroup will rewrite their own, new strategic plan goals as 

they are the experts within each area. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Create a draft resolution to adopt the overall design of the new 

strategic plan for the January meeting. 
Erskine  

 

TOPIC Verified burn centers 

DISCUSSION 

(Crow) 

The current law does not address burn patients as a separate patient type. Questions about 

verified burn centers in Ohio (How many are verified? What are the barriers to ABA 

verification? Where are burn pts. going?) remain. Dr. Crow will assemble a small workgroup 

to review data to help answer these questions. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Provide a count and distribution report on burn patients from 

OTR legacy data 
Erskine  
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TOPIC AOTR Trauma Registry Course 

DISCUSSION 

(Erskine) 

Mr. Erskine provided two letters to the Committee regarding the AOTR Trauma Registry 

Course. One is from him to Dr. Michelson, detailing his analysis of the course and 

recommending the Committee recommend to the EMFTS Board that the Board endorse the 

course as an equivalent to the American Trauma Society’s Trauma Registry course.  The 

other is from a member of the Ohio Society of Trauma Nurse Leaders recommending that 

organization also endorse the course.  Dr. Bonta stated the ACS issued a clarification 

yesterday regarding this issue.  It states that the rule for trauma registrar education only 

applies to registrars hired after July 1, 2014 and that an ICD-10 course is an equivalent. 

Motion to recommend to the EMFTS Board that it recognize the AOTR Trauma 

Registry Course as an equivalent to the American Trauma Society’s registry 

course made by Werman, second by Crow.  All in favor, none opposed. MOTION 

PASSED. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSBILE DEADLINE 

Take recommendation to endorse AOTR course as an ATS 

equivalent to EMSFTS Board 
Michelson/Simon  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Send the NASEMSO NATA correspondence to the Committee Erskine 

Determine if OHA can provide assistance with public 

information efforts 

Erskine 

Send description of Goal 9’s tasks and ask for volunteer to chair Erskine 

Ensure videos are posted to Public Safety Training Campus Erskine 

Make recommendation to elevate Functional Needs workgroup 

to EMFTS Board committee level 

Michelson/Simon 

Create a draft resolution to adopt the overall design of the new 

strategic plan for the January meeting. 
Erskine 

Provide a count and distribution report on burn patients from 

OTR legacy data 
Erskine 

Take recommendation to endorse AOTR course as an ATS 

equivalent to EMSFTS Board 
Michelson/Simon 

ATTACHMENTS 

o  

NEXT MEETING 

Next meetings: (Bimonthly, the second Wednesday of odd-numbered months at 10:00am) 

o January 20, 2016 (NEW DATE) 

o March 9, 2016 

o May 11, 2016 

o July 13, 2016 

o September 14, 2016 

o November 9, 2016 

MINUTES APPROVED 

Date 
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