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OHIO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

MEETING NOTES 

May 8, 2018 

 
~Final~ 

 

 

Committee Meeting Date and Location:  Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at the ODPS Shipley Building, 

Conference Room 1106, 1970 W. Broad Street, Columbus, OH  43223 

 

Committee Members Present:  Eric Waltemire, Dudley Wright, Timothy Thomas Sr., Phil 

Mclean and Kevin Uhl 

 

Committee Members Absent:  Steve Robertson 

 

DPS and EMS Staff Members Present:  Robert Wagoner, John Molnar, Doug Orahood, John 

Miller and Sarah Hall. 

 

Public Present:  Nathan Murphy, Dick Glessner, Tim Morrison, Scott Wallace, Randall 

Hormann, Mark Wall, Adam Shappelle, Jim Whitworth, Bill Hoover, Dave Belcher, Scott 

Walker and Jack Smith 

 

 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

Mr. Waltemire called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

ACTION:  Motion to approve the committee Firefighter and Fire Safety Inspector Training 

Subcommittee minutes of March 13, 2018 meeting.  Mr. Thomas – First.  Mr. Mclean – 

Second.  None opposed. Mr. Uhl abstained. Motion approved. 

 

Open Forum 

 

Mr. Waltemire introduced Mr. Kevin Uhl as the new Firefighter and Fire Safety Inspector 

Training Subcommittee member. Mr. Uhl was appointed to the State Board of Emergency 

Medical, Fire, and Transportation Services and will also sit on the Firefighter Fire Safety 

Inspector Training Committee. The Ohio Association of Professional Firefighters nominated Mr. 

Uhl for Seat #10 that has been vacant for many years. 

 



Jack Smith, Superintendent of the Ohio Fire Academy confirmed with the printers of the 2018 

Fire Code that the Books have been shipped as of May 7, 2018.  The new code will need to be 

taught as of July 1, 2018. 

 

Agenda Item 

 

Ohio Society of Fire Instructors Report  
Dave Belcher reported that he has been working with the Ohio Fire Academy to finalize the Ohio 

Fire Training Weekend event for this year and the 2019 conference schedule. The 2018 fall 

conference and the Ohio Credentialing Training Officer program given by International Society 

of Fire Service Instructors and hosted at Clark State is being developed. Kettering has shown 

interest in hosting the event in the future. 

 

Old Business 

 

Firefighter I Transition Modular Programs 
John Miller stated we are still trying to create pilot programs. Mr. Miller has confirmed with the 

State Fire Marshal that the programs are still covered with the grant process. The fire charters are 

receiving a great deal of interest in programs, however the difficulties with the testing stops the 

departments from going forward. The problem seems to be that the test is given at the end of the 

class on a cumulative basis verses modular testing. 

 

Firefighter I consolidated practical skills sheets 
Mr. Miller requested the development of a work group to review the practical skills with the 

objective to reduce skills from 40 to a lesser amount and still meet Pro Board criteria. Mr. 

Waltemire and Mr. Morrison volunteered and would like to be a part of the process. 

 

Action Training System 
Mr. Miller stated the Action Training Systems Company provides training videos that should be 

available to view in mid-June for the Volunteer Firefighter and Firefighter I level students. 

Originally there were twenty-three videos; two additional videos were added that relate to rescue 

and water supply. The videos for the charters are optional, if they elect to use this opportunity the 

State has pre-paid for the subscription. Some charters have elected to absorb the additional 

twenty dollar fee per student, other fire charters will pass along cost to the students. The goal is 

to help students with pass rates and retention.  

 

New Business  

 

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1001, 2013 versus the 1001, 2018 edition 

Mr. Miller stated we are currently following the 2013 NFPA edition for our Ohio curriculum. 

The NFPA will release a new 2018 edition in August. Joint committee on agency rule review 

(JCARR) rule updates are currently in a draft stage and can easily be revised to meet the NFPA 

2018 edition.  

 

ACTION: Motion to update the drafted rules to meet the 1001 NFPA 2018 edition Mr. 

Wright – First.  Mr. Mclean – Second. None opposed. None abstained.  Motion approved.  

 

Mr. Miller stated NPFA 1403 does include subject matter for the Fire Instructor II incident 

commander. Additional curriculum requirements have been discussed in previous meetings. If 

the committee adopts the NFPA 1403 standard, a curriculum for the Fire Instructor II must be 

created. Mr. Miller has researched the charters that are actively training the Fire Instructors. 

Approximately 45 charters are certified to train Fire Instructors. Eighteen fire charters are 

currently doing the equivalent of the 80 hour Firefighter II course. 



A question was posed. If a person has A Master’s Degree in teaching and has a Firefighter 

certificate will that suffice for a Fire II Instructor level? Mr. Waltemire stated that the Live Fire 

Training would be required no matter what the previous training has been. 

 

A question was posed. If the NFPA 1403 is put forward can the effective date be January 1, 

2020? Mr. Molnar stated that from an educational prospective, the effective start date of January 

1, 2020 would allow time for the development of a transitional course with transition criteria that 

charters would need to meet and validate with the Department of Emergency Medical Services. 

Time to develop a matrix to move from a Fire I Instructor to a Fire II Instructor level, and to 

develop a plan to grandfather those individuals that have met the criteria, DEMS would need to 

inform fire charters of procedures for transitions. 

 

ACTION:  Motion to adopt the 1403 NFPA 2018 edition with the effective date of January 

1, 2020.  Mr. Wright – First.  Mr. Thomas – Second.  None opposed. None abstained. Motion 

approved. 

 

Mr. Miller announced that the Live Fire Program is being adopted by other states. He thanked all 

participants for the hard work put in to the planning of this program.  

 

Mr. Glassner posed the question; if a charter has to use another facility and Live Fire Instructor 

for live burn training, can they be reimbursed for expenses. Mr. Waltemire stated the committee 

only covers education requirements and does not cover facility use agreements. 

 

Rule change of 4765-23-03 

The Division of EMS shall notify the certificate holder, the certificate holder’s employer, and 

any appropriate state or public agencies, of discipline against a certificate holder. Since the 

Division of EMS does not require an affiliation we may not know the name of the employer(s). 

Should the certificate holder be responsible for notifying the employers of discipline? 

 

ACTION:  Motion to change 4765-23-03 to require a certificate holder to notify their 

employer of fire discipline. Mr. Thomas – First.  Mr. McLean – Second.  None opposed. None 

abstained. Motion approved. 

 

Per the rule change of 4765-23-012. All complaints filed with the division shall be in writing. 

The division will not investigate anonymous complaints, unless the complaints pertain to the 

knowledge examinations, instructional methods examinations, or practical skills examinations.  

It was posed that the requirements for complaints for a firefighter align with EMS rules to permit 

anonymous complaints. 

 

Mr. Orahood stated as an auditor of the continuing education most Fire Chiefs will not report a 

firefighter that may not be completing his continuing education if they cannot call anonymously.  

 

Mr. Wright stated when it comes to discipline issues it is very difficult to be consistent with 

outcomes to dual certification holders if the rules do not align. 

 

Mr. McLean requested to know the average of anonymous complaints that the Division of EMS 

receives. He questioned the amount of time that would be spent investigating false allegations?   

 

Mr. Molnar stated our investigations unit is far more effective now than it was at the time the 

rule was originally implemented. The department has advanced to the point where they can now 

handle the volume. 

 

 



 

ACTION:  Motion change 4765-23 to permit anonymous complaints in order to align the 

rules with EMS rules. Mr. Wright – First.  Mr. Uhl – Second.  

 

ACTION:  Motion to table 4765-23 permitting anonymous complaints in order to align the 

rules with EMS rules until the July 10, 2018 meeting. Mr. Uhl – First. Mr. Thomas – Second. 

None opposed. None abstained. Motion approved. 

 

Mr. Miller noted that there is a typo and the rule is 4765-23-01 and not 4765-23-012  

 

Mr. Miller advised that if the motion is tabled this will move the entire packet of rule changes 

forward in date, they are all filed as one entity. 

 

Mr. Miller stated rule changes for 4765-20, 4765-21, 4765-22, 4765-23, 4765-24, and 4765-25 

which includes minor grammar changes will be voted on in the July meeting. 

 

Deputy Director Wagoner gave a Power point presentation, review the enhancements of the new 

fire testing software procedure. A handout was distributed which reflects the presentation. 

 

Mr. Miller distributed the Hazard Recognition Officer Practical Skills to review general concepts 

of the first seven. There will be a total of thirteen or fourteen for review. The whole packet will 

be ready to approve in the July 10, 2018 meeting. 

 

Mr. Miller introduced the new firefighter course packets showing the new format style. This new 

format is in response to fire charter requests and the difficulty in reviewing/approving reciprocity 

applications. The new course packets are arranged by chapter instead of NFPA objectives. 

  

Mr. Waltemire will be retiring on May 24, 2018 and this will be his last meeting.  It was decided 

to have the Vice Chair preside over the next meeting at which time a new chairman will be 

elected. 

 

 Adjourned Meeting 

 

Mr. Waltemire adjourned the meeting at 11:38 am. 

ACTION:  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:38 am. First. Mr. Thomas – Second Mr. 

Mclean.  None opposed. None abstained. Motion approved. 

 

Next meeting: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 10:00 am at the Ohio Department of Public Safety, 1970 

West Broad Street, Conference Room 1106, Columbus, Ohio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


