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As executive director of the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s Division of Emergency Medical 
Services and a 32-year veteran in the Ohio fire service, I recognize the dedicated efforts of the 
first responder community to serve the citizens of Ohioans and its visitors.      

Few appreciate the importance of EMS and fire service in their community until an emergency 
calls upon firefighters and EMTs to respond to a life-threatening situation. It is only then that 
many truly value the skills and training of these professionals and understand their relevant role 
within one’s neighborhood.    

The nation witnessed the unfolding disaster of September 11th, a poignant moment in history that while tragic, also yielded examples 
of the bravery, dedication and service of our first responders during our country’s most vulnerable moment. As we approach the 
fourteenth anniversary we should ensure we do not forget that fateful day; the day ordinary people became instant heroes by 
demonstrating courageous acts of self-sacrifice to help people in need.   

Many are still amazed that someone would jeopardize their safety under those circumstances because they know very few would 
bravely risk their lives to save the life of a stranger. But for those of you in the firefighting and EMS community, the actions of a few 
ordinary people reflect the actions you witness on a daily basis: on the job, in your town, and in your district.    

On behalf of the State Board of Emergency Medical, Fire, and Transportation Services and the staff of the Division of EMS we ask that, 
on September 11th, you pause to remember those that gave all on that fateful day fourteen years ago. 

 


