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  TRAUMA COMMITTEE 

 
 
Committee Meeting Date and Location: Wednesday, September 12, 2018 (10:00 
a.m.) at the ODPS Shipley Building, Conference Room 1106, 1970 W. Broad St, 
Columbus, OH 43223 
 
Committee Members Present: Diane Simon - Chair, Joyce Burt, Philip Ennen, Kathy 
Haley, Dr. Kent Harshbarger, Patty Hightower, Dr. Travis Perry, John Ross, Dr. James 
Sauto, Dr. Howard Werman, and Tammy Wilkes 
 
Committee Members Absent: Dr. Marco Bonta, Dr. Jeff Claridge, Herb de la Porte, 
Kitty Hevener, Dr. Laurie Johnson, and Dr. Michael Shannon 
 
DPS and EMS Staff Members Present: Sahithi Aurand, Dr. Carol Cunningham, 
Natalie Haslage, Eric Mays, Sue Morris, Kris Patalita, and Deputy Director Rob 
Wagoner 
 
Liaisons and Public Present: Jolene DeFiore-Hyrmer, Dr. Richard George, Vickie 
Graymire, Kelly Harrison, Lita Holdeman, Krista Houk, Erica Joos, Anne Moss, Dr. Amy 
Raubenolt, and Viola Webber 
 
 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. Diane Simon welcomed everyone. There 
was a quorum. Ms. Simon read a short quote in remembrance of the tragic events on 
September 11, 2001. The group paused for a moment of silence.  
 
Introductions were made around the room. The newest member of the committee, Dr. 
Travis Perry, Seat #4 (Burn surgeon) was introduced and he spoke briefly about his 
background.  
 
Dr. Sauto joined the meeting at 10:06 a.m. 
 
Education – IEM Ohio Trauma System Assessment (Krista Houk) 
Krista Houk from Innovative Emergency Management (IEM) spoke to the group about 
IEM and the three projects they will be completing with the grants they were awarded. 
Projects 1-3 are focused on trauma-specific education and certification for trauma 
centers, non-trauma centers and freestanding emergency departments. IEM will identify 
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facilities, equipment, and training, as well as any education and training gaps and 
barriers. She also advised that additional areas of focus that were developed during the 
kickoff meeting were relating to gauging performance improvements, hospital transfers, 
possible patterns, and the mode of transportation for transfers.  
 
Ms. Houk went on to name the team members assigned to the projects and described 
their roles. IEM is also partnering with Geospiza for support with web interface and 
development.  
 
Ms. Houk then requested input from the Trauma Committee for any additional research 
interests and asked them to identify any additional resources with whom IEM can 
collaborate during this endeavor. The Committee discussed the projects in more depth 
and tendered suggestions and requests for what they would like to get out of these 
projects. The suggestions related to evaluating core competencies and examining the 
process of transferring patients from non-trauma hospitals to trauma hospitals including 
the scenario where the transfer is prearranged.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
Ms. Simon requested a motion to approve the July 11, 2018 minutes which were 
distributed via email. The minutes were accepted as written.  
 

ACTION: Motion to approve the meeting minutes from July 11, 2018.  Ms. Haley – First;  
Dr. Werman – Second. None opposed. None abstained. Motion approved.  

 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Injury Severity Score (ISS) Data Field Additions 
 
Letter to Dr. Avery Nathens 
Ms. Simon advised that there was a matter that was going to require a motion and vote. 
Due to the fact that a couple of committee members were going to be leaving the 
meeting early, she requested this matter be addressed immediately. Since this came 
out of the Performance Improvement (PI) workgroup, she asked Dr. George to explain.  
 
Dr. Richard George described the proposed letter to Dr. Avery Nathens, who is with the 
American College of Surgeons Trauma Quality Improvement Program (ACS TQIP), and 
explained how it came about. Dr. George spoke about the current ISS data reporting 
and how the PI workgroup discussed how the information could be better reported and 
updated when receiving additional data. In this draft letter, which is before the 
committee this date, the Trauma Committee would propose that ACS TQIP support a 
solution for the discrepancy in practice patterns surrounding diagnoses and ISS to 
include or exclude data captured after transfer or autopsy. It is recommended that Ohio 
be that pilot site. The letter was sent to other stakeholders in the state to garner support. 
 
There was a lengthy group discussion before a motion was made. Ms. Simon then 
requested a motion to approve the letter to Dr. Nathens.  
 

ACTION: Motion to approve the letter as drafted to Dr. Avery Nathens.  Dr. Werman – First;  
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Dr. Sauto – Second. None opposed. None abstained. Motion approved.  

 
 
Current status of Trauma Administration ODPS 
Deputy Director Wagoner reported that there have been no changes or updates since 
the last meeting. 
 
System Update  
 
System Status 
 

Trauma Center Status 
Two slides were presented regarding the most up-to-date status of all trauma 
centers in Ohio. Ms. Simon briefly discussed the totals of the various levels of 
trauma centers. Ms. Simon went on to advise that there is one hospital currently 
in provisional status, Ohio State University Hospital East. It was also advised that 
Mercy Health Regional Medical Center in Lorain is currently seeking provisional 
status and has a consultative visit scheduled with the ACS on December 10th and 
11th. Deputy Director Wagoner then discussed the recent change where Mount 
Carmel Hospital West moved their trauma designation to Mount Carmel Hospital 
East and explained the process in which this action was completed. There was 
additional discussion regarding the process and the confusion associated with 
the transfer of trauma designation to another facility and provisional statuses in 
general.  
 
Deputy Director Wagoner also provided information regarding a facility that was 
recently advertising for a Level III trauma registrar when they are not verified as a 
trauma facility, nor are they currently seeking provisional status. Mr. Wagoner 
advised he has spoken with a representative of the hospital regarding the 
process to seek provisional status. The posting was removed.  

 
Data Submission Status 
Sue Morris discussed the handout that was disseminated with the percentages of 
facilities reporting their data. She advised that there are new facilities that will be 
added to the report once they start reporting data. There was further discussion 
by the group regarding the report and any corrections that need to be made to 
the facility list. It was reported that 68% of the freestanding emergency 
departments of which the Division of EMS (DEMS) is aware are reporting data.  
 
Dr. Harshbarger exited the meeting at approximately 11:13 a.m. 
 
Member Status 
Ms. Simon discussed the open seats. There are now seven (7) open seats. Ms. 
Simon mentioned that she has personally had correspondence with people 
interested in seats 2, 6, and 13. It was reiterated that if anyone knows of anyone 
who may be interested, they should let the Committee know.  
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Liaison Reports 
 

Legislative Updates 
Deputy Director Wagoner advised that there is not a lot going on legislatively at 
this time. He advised that the DEMS continues to work with their legislative 
liaisons to find vehicles with which to amend the verbiage in the law that prohibits 
having more than one member of a particular healthcare system to language that 
will allow two members to serve from the same healthcare system. Deputy 
Director Wagoner then asked Dr. Cunningham to discuss the Ohio Do Not 
Resuscitate (DNR) rules and recent draft changes.  
 
Dr. Cunningham advised that the Ohio DNR rules get reviewed every five years. 
She stated that there have been some significant proposed changes. The draft 
version of the rules is currently posted on the Ohio Department of Health website 
and are open for public comment until October 11th. Dr. Cunningham went on to 
describe the various challenges with the proposal.  
 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding rules versus law and how they cannot 
conflict.  
 
 
State Board of Emergency Medical, Fire and Transportation Services 
(Board) 
Deputy Director Wagoner advised that the Board is currently working on the 
Strategic Plan components. He drew the group’s attention to a handout that 
delineates the five pillars and the projects identified for the various Board 
committees. He further discussed the progress and future plans.  
 
Dr. Werman exited the meeting at approximately 11:29 a.m. 

 
 
EMS Medical Director 
 

Regional Physician Advisory Board (RPAB)  
Dr. Cunningham advised that the RPAB chairpersons will be meeting on 
today’s date at 1:00 p.m. She advised the annual all-member RPAB 
meeting will be held on November 15th at 10:00 a.m. at ODPS with the 
RPAB chair meeting immediately to follow.  
 
Ohio EMS Medical Director Conference 
Dr. Cunningham advised that the first Ohio EMS Medical Director 
conference will be held on November 14th in the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) auditorium beginning at 8 a.m. All EMS providers 
and stakeholders are invited and encouraged to attend. The registration 
link should be available soon. Continuing education credits will be offered 
for physicians and EMS providers. She advised that the registration fees 
are $50.00 for physicians (with a $5.00 discount for those who are Ohio 
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American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) members), and 
$25.00 for EMS providers and all other attendees. There was a brief 
discussion regarding how this conference is scheduled on the same day 
as the next Trauma Committee meeting and there was a suggestion to 
look for another date for the Trauma Committee meeting. 
 
Rescue Task Force (RTF) 
Dr. Cunningham reported that the State Board of Emergency, Medical, 
Fire, and Transportation Services (EMFTS) has approved requiring the 
inclusion of the Ohio RTF awareness training module in the curricula of 
the EMS educational programs for all levels of Ohio EMS certification and 
the completion of the module once for currently certified EMS providers. 
The draft rules to achieve this requirement are now available for public 
comment. Ohio is the first state in the nation to take this initiative.  
 
Tactical Emergency Casualty Care 
The patient care guidelines for Tactical Emergency Casualty Care are in 
our Ohio Guidelines. The next Committee on Tactical Emergency 
Casualty Care meeting will be held in early December in Washington, D.C. 
Any updates in the patient care guidelines will be communicated to the 
EMFTS Board for potential inclusion in the State of Ohio EMS patient care 
guidelines. 
 
Dr. Cunningham also mentioned that she attended the General Motors’ 
OnStar® Public Safety Council inaugural meeting in August. Though the 
work product is confidential, Dr. Cunningham is accepting potential 
concerns or suggestions to potentially be incorporated into the OnStar® 
systems.  
 
She advised that there was a joint position statement recently released 
regarding spinal motion restriction. She will provide this position statement 
electronically to this Committee.  
 

 
Ohio Department of Health (ODH) – Jolene DeFiore-Hyrmer 
Ms. DeFiore-Hyrmer discussed the American Trauma Society Injury 
Prevention Coordinator Course that was held September 10th and 11th. 
She stated it was a successful event. She also advised that the ODH is in 
the process of reviewing their competitive injury prevention grants for the 
next five years of funding. These grants would include child injury, falls 
among older adults, and drug overdose, as well as subgroups under these 
topics. Drug overdoses will not make up a large portion due to the fact that 
they receive funding in other areas.  
 
Additionally, she advised that the ODH statewide coalition is having their 
annual meeting in November. They are now accepting nominations for 
their annual awards surrounding the Champion and Promising Practice 
programs.  
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Ms. DeFiore-Hyrmer then mentioned that the ODH was notified that they 
have received opioid crisis funding of $5 million to address drug 
overdoses. She further explained how the funding will be used.  
 

 
Subcommittee/Workgroup Reports 
 
 EMS Workgroup 

Chief John Ross advised that the workgroup has not met recently but plans to 
work on the EMSIRS rewrite at the request of Deputy Director Wagoner.  

 
 Performance Improvement (PI) Workgroup 

Dr. Richard George advised that he reported on the ISS issue earlier and he had 
nothing else to discuss.  
 
Trauma Registry Advisory Workgroup (known as TRAS) 
Joyce Burt suggested that there be collaboration between PI and TRAS 
regarding the ISS data reporting additional field values. She advised that the 
TRAS group worked on the State data dictionary during the last meeting. The 
deadline for completing the 2019 data dictionary is October 1st.  
 
Ms. Burt also advised that the next Ohio Trauma Registry course through the 
Alliance of Ohio Trauma Registrars will be held September 28th. This course is a 
requirement by the ACS for all trauma registrars within the first year of their hire 
date.  

 
 Rehabilitation Subcommittee (on hiatus) 
  

Epidemiology Intelligence Service (EIS) Evaluation Workgroup (on hiatus) 
 

 
Trauma Committee Strategic Plan Focus  
 

Resource Assessment – Grant awarded 
This was covered during the education portion of the meeting.  

 
System Oversight 
 

 Ohio Regional Trauma Organizations Coalition (ORTOC) 
Ms. Simon advised that the steering committee for ORTOC is now intact and 
ready to go. She believes there should be more activity with this group within the 
next month or so.  
 
Competent Workforce 
This was covered during the education portion of the meeting. 
 
 
Data-based System Evaluation 
This was deferred to Old Business (EMSIRS).  
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Old Business 
 
 Rules – Update 

Deputy Director Wagoner advised that there is really nothing new to report. The 
work to improve the efficiency of Ohio Revised Code 4765 continues based on 
prior comments and suggestions by this Committee.  
 
Elderly Fall Prevention Resource Guide – Update  
Mr. Mays advised that the guide was updated with the help of the ODH 
personnel. Additional resources and references were added. Mr. Mays 
acknowledged the invaluable work the interns did to identify the updates and 
changes required. The guide has been posted to the DEMS website with a 
notation that September 22nd is Falls Prevention Awareness Day.  
 
EMSIRS – Update 
It was officially announced that EMSIRS will be getting a total rewrite and will be 
coming back to the State for administration in-house. Mr. Mays reported that as 
part of the project, the DEMS will be having data linked from the other EMS 
databases. When they are all up and running, there will be a better 
understanding of continuum of care.  
 
Issue related to the International Trauma Date Exchange (ITDX) and the 
American College of Surgeons (ACS) – Update  
Deputy Director Wagoner updated the group regarding the January 1, 2019 
rollout. The Trauma Vendor Alliance (TVA) requested a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) be signed by the DEMS; however, as of this date, no MOU 
has been received. There was discussion regarding some facilities not being 
aware of the deadline and/or the need to enroll. Deputy Director Wagoner 
advised that the DEMS received a list from the TVA of 41 facilities in Ohio that 
have enrolled thus far. The DEMS had previously asked the TVA for a toolkit or 
additional resources for the rollout but have not received anything at this time. 
There was a suggestion made for the DEMS to contact all facilities to advise 
them that there is a change coming and that it requires action on their part. It was 
agreed upon that a notification does need to go out to the regions, as opposed to 
individual facilities.  
 

ACTION ITEM:  Deputy Director Wagoner to draft letter to the regions regarding 
the impending deadline for the January 1, 2019 rollout.  

 
 
2017 Annual Report – Update 
Deputy Director Wagoner started by recognizing the Trauma Committee, 
associated PI workgroup, and the DEMS staff for the hard work that went into 
producing this report. He discussed trends that were identified and how we could 
partner with others to affect positive change and outcomes in some patients in 
the state. Ms. Simon reiterated the recognition of the staff and supporting 
workgroups.  
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Deputy Director Wagoner acknowledged one metric that had been requested but 
was not currently possible to obtain due to the inconsistencies in the way it is 
reported to the registry. Ms. Morris went on to describe that it was discovered 
that blood alcohol levels are reported in whole numbers and percentages. There 
is no way to differentiate between the two. Digital Innovation (DI) is working on 
tailoring a project to implement a check message to make certain it is being 
collected as it should be. Mr. Mays advised that DI is working on doing a data 
correction for what has already been collected.  
 
Dr. George requested that any comments or suggestions get referred to the PI 
workgroup so they can possibly be incorporated into future reports. It was further 
discussed that this will be taken back to the PI workgroup, whose next meeting is 
October 5th, for the final touches before publishing. They have carte blanche to 
make any necessary changes to the annual report without further Trauma 
Committee approval. Dr. George advised that there will not be any major 
changes made.  Any major amendments will be deferred to the 2018 report.  

 
New Business 
Already discussed. 
 
 
Open Forum 
None. 
 
 
Recap of Action Items 
Research alternate dates for the November Trauma Committee meeting (TQIP meeting 
in November) 
Deputy Director Wagoner to draft a letter to the regions regarding the 01/01/19 rollout 
Edit the letter to Dr. Nathens to remove the agencies who did not respond that they 
were in support 
 
Adjourn 
 
Mr. Ross moved to adjourn the meeting, it was seconded by Ms. Wilkes. The meeting 
was adjourned at 12:18 p.m. 
 
Next meeting: 
 
The next Trauma Committee meeting is scheduled for September 12, 2018. 


