
FINAL 

 

STATE BOARD OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

MEETING MINUTES 

October 21, 2009 

 

 
Chaired by Mark Burgess 
 
Board Meeting Date and Location: October 21, 2009, Ohio Department of Public Safety, 1970 
West Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43223 
 
Board Members in Attendance:  Ms. Pamela Bradshaw, Dr. Thomas Collins, Mr. James Davis, 
Mr. David Fiffick, Ms. Joyce Fischer, Ms. Vickie Graymire, Mr. James Holcomb, Mr. John 
Kubincanek, Mr. William Mallory, Mr. Mark Marchetta, Mr. Daryl McNutt, Dr. John Pakiela, 
Mr. William Quinn, Mr. Mark Resanovich, Mr. Craig Self, Mr. William Vedra 
 
Board Members Absent:  Dr. Deanna Dahl-Grove, Dr. Wendy Pomerantz 
 
Staff Members Present:  Alan Boster, Cathy Collins-Taylor, Dr. Carol Cunningham, Aleta 
Dodson, Tim Erskine, Heather Frient, Thomas Gwinn, John Kennington, Karen Mack, Chuck 
Milam, Linda Mirarchi, Ellen Owens, Carol Palantekin, Emily Rathje, Richard Rucker, Bob 
Ruetenik, John Sands, Joe Stack, Yvonne Tertel, Melissa Vermillion, Diane Walton, Lt. Rudy 
Zupanc 
 
Guest and Public Attendance:  Chris Chumita, Cleveland EMS  
 
Mr. Burgess called the October 21, 2009 meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  
 
Roll Call 
Mr. Mark Burgess  Here 
Dr. John Pakiela  Here 
Ms. Pamela Bradshaw  Here 
Dr. Thomas Collins  Here 
Dr. Deanna Dahl-Grove  
Mr. James Davis   
Mr. David Fiffick  Here 
Ms. Joyce Fischer  Here 
Ms. Vickie Graymire   
Mr. James Holcomb  Here 
Mr. John Kubincanek  Here 
Mr. Daryl McNutt  Here 
Mr. William Mallory  Here 
Mr. Mark Marchetta  Here 
Dr. Wendy Pomerantz   
Mr. William Quinn, Jr. Here 
Mr. Mark Resanovich  Here 
Mr. Craig Self   Here 
Mr. William Vedra  
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***** Mr. Vedra arrived at 10:01 AM ***** 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
ACTION: Motion to approve the consent agenda items, including the August 19, 2009 

EMS Board minutes; Regional Physicians Advisory Board appointment (Dr. William R. 

Hinckley - Region I); EMS certifications issued, continuing education extension, and 

reciprocity granted for the period of August 1, 2009 through September 30, 2009; initial 

and renewal applications for education certificates of approval and accreditation for the 

period of August 1, 2009 through September 30, 2009.  Marchetta first.  Collins second.  None 
opposed.  Motion approved. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
No items were presented.  Mr. Burgess requested the Board move to the Goldman hearings next 
due to a scheduling conflict. 
 
GOLDMAN PROCEEDINGS 
The Goldman Proceedings were called to order at 10:02 AM. 
 
Roll Call 
Mr. Mark Burgess  Here 
Dr. John Pakiela  Here 
Ms. Pamela Bradshaw  Here 
Dr. Thomas Collins  Here 
Dr. Deanna Dahl-Grove  
Mr. James Davis   
Mr. David Fiffick  Here 
Ms. Joyce Fischer  Here 
Ms. Vickie Graymire   
Mr. James Holcomb  Here 
Mr. John Kubincanek  Here 
Mr. Daryl McNutt  Here 
Mr. William Mallory  Here 
Mr. Mark Marchetta  Here 
Dr. Wendy Pomerantz   
Mr. William Quinn, Jr. Here 
Mr. Mark Resanovich  Here 
Mr. Craig Self   Here 
Mr. William Vedra  Here 
 

***** Mr. Davis arrived at 10:04 AM ***** 

 
A majority of the Board members were present.  Four adjudication proceedings in the matters of 
EMS Case Number 2006-326-501, Carla M. Kuhlman, EMS Certification Number 18704; EMS 
Case Number 2008-571-20, John Abdoo, EMS Instructor Certification Number 143134; EMS 
Case Number 2009-206-304, Jesse G. Kernc, EMS Certification Number 131554; and EMS Case 
Number 2009-221-304, Donald O. Donat, EMS Certification Number 83798 will be presented.  
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As the respondents did not properly request a hearing, they do not have the ability to submit 
written or oral testimony today, but may be present to hear the proceedings and outcome. 
 
The Board reviewed evidence, including exhibits and affidavits from EMS investigators and/or 
staff, associated with the aforementioned cases.  In lieu of a stenographic record, let the minutes 
reflect that the original sworn affidavits and exhibits shall be kept as the official record of the 
proceedings in the aforementioned matters in the office of the Division of EMS.  Mr. Burgess 
recognized Principal Assistant Attorney General Yvonne Tertel for the purpose of providing a 
brief synopsis of the cases and recommendations for disciplinary action. 
 
Ms. Tertel said there are four cases and the recommendation for all is revocation.  In the case of 
Mr. Kernc and Mr. Donat, both were random audits who did not respond.  In Mr. Abdoo’s case, 
he did not respond and has abandoned his medical license as he submitted falsified medical 
records at the hospital where he worked, and therefore does not meet the qualifications for a 
certificate to teach.  Ms. Tertel said Ms. Kuhlman was convicted of fourth degree felonies after 
stealing and using forty-two checks from her grandmother.  Furthermore, she falsely indicated on 
her renewal application that she had no criminal charges pending and did not report the 
conviction and submit the required documents.      

 
   ***** Ms. Graymire arrived at 10:09 AM ***** 

 
ACTION: Motion to admit the sworn affidavit(s) and the accompanying exhibit(s) in 

the aforementioned case(s) into evidence.  Bradshaw first.  Pakiela second.  None opposed.  
Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  Motion approved. 
 
There being no further evidence to come before the Board, the Goldman Proceedings were 
closed at 10:10 AM.  Mr. Burgess asked for a motion to deliberate on the sworn affidavits and 
exhibits.  A written copy of the Board’s decision will be mailed to the respondents. 
 
ACTION: Motion to go into private session for the purpose of quasi-judicial 

deliberations on these matters by roll call vote at 10:11 AM.  Marchetta first.  Collins second.  
None opposed.  Motion approved. 
 
Roll Call 
Mr. Mark Burgess  Here 
Dr. John Pakiela  Here 
Ms. Pamela Bradshaw  Here 
Dr. Thomas Collins  Here 
Dr. Deanna Dahl-Grove  
Mr. James Davis  Here 
Mr. David Fiffick  Here 
Ms. Joyce Fischer  Here 
Ms. Vickie Graymire  Here 
Mr. James Holcomb  Here 
Mr. John Kubincanek  Here 
Mr. Daryl McNutt  Here 
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Mr. William Mallory  Here 
Mr. Mark Marchetta  Here 
Dr. Wendy Pomerantz   
Mr. William Quinn, Jr. Here 
Mr. Mark Resanovich  Here 
Mr. Craig Self   Here 
Mr. William Vedra  Here 
  
The Board returned from private session at 10:15 AM. 
 

ACTION:  In the matter of EMS Case Number 2006-326-501, Carla M. Kuhlman, EMT- 

Paramedic Certification Number 18704, the Board finds that Ms. Kuhlman was convicted 

of fourth-degree felonies, Attempted Theft from an Elderly Person, Attempted Forgery of 

an Elderly Person, Attempted Misuse of a Credit Card of an Elderly Person, and 

Falsification in Theft.  Furthermore, she falsely indicated on her renewal application that 

these charges were pending and she failed to submit documentation of her criminal 

conviction to include court and police records and a background check.  These actions are 

in violation of sections 4765-10-03(B)(2)(a), 4765-10-03(A) and 4765-9-01(M) of the Ohio 

Administrative Code; therefore, the Board moves to deny Ms. Kuhlman’s renewal 

application and revoke her EMT-paramedic certification.  Resanovich first.  Mallory second.  
Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  Motion passed. 
 
ACTION:  In the matter of EMS Case Number 2008-571-20, John Abdoo, EMS Instructor 

Certification Number 143134, Mr. Abdoo, the Board finds that Mr. Abdoo does not meet 

the qualifications for a certificate to teach as an EMS Instructor as a physician; therefore, 

the Board moves to revoke  Mr. Abdoo’s certificate to teach.  Resanovich first.  Mallory 
second.  Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  Motion passed. 
 
ACTION:  In the matter of EMS Case Number 2009-206-304, Jesse G. Kernc, EMT-Basic 

Certification Number 131554, the Board finds Mr. Kernc committed fraud, 

misrepresentation or deception in applying for a certificate to practice as an emergency 

medical technician and failed to accurately document all continuing education 

requirements after attesting to the fact that he had satisfied the requirements to renew his 

certificate to practice in violation of Ohio Administrative Code Sections 4765-10-03(A), 

4765-10-03(B)(1), 4765-9-01(I), 4765-8-04(A)(2)(b) and 4765-15-03; therefore, the Board 

moves to revoke Mr. Kernc’s emergency medical technician certificate to practice.  
Resanovich first.  Mallory second.  Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  Motion passed. 
 
ACTION:  In the matter of EMS Case Number 2009-221-304, Donald O. Donat, EMT- 

Paramedic Certification Number 83798, the Board finds that Mr. Donat committed fraud, 

misrepresentation or deception in applying for a certificate to practice as an emergency 

medical technician and failed to accurately document all continuing education 

requirements after attesting to the fact that he had satisfied the requirements to renew his 

certificate to practice in violation of Ohio Administrative Code Sections 4765-10-03(A), 

4765-10-03(B)(1), 4765-9-01(I), 4765-8-04(A)(2)(b), and 4765-17-02; therefore, the Board 
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moves to revoke Mr. Donat’s emergency medical technician certificate to practice.  

Resanovich first.  Mallory second.  Collins, Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  Motion passed. 
 
Investigations, Melissa Vermillion  
ACTION:  Motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing proposed 

disciplinary action(s) against certificate holder(s) which is pending or imminent court 

action under Revised Code 121.22(G)(3) and involve matter(s) that are required to be kept 

confidential under Revised Code 4765.102(B) at 10:20 AM.  Pakiela first.  McNutt second.  
None opposed.  Motion approved. 
 
Roll Call 
Mr. Mark Burgess  Here 
Dr. John Pakiela  Here 
Ms. Pamela Bradshaw  Here 
Dr. Thomas Collins  Here 
Dr. Deanna Dahl-Grove  
Mr. James Davis  Here 
Mr. David Fiffick  Here 
Ms. Joyce Fischer  Here 
Ms. Vickie Graymire  Here 
Mr. James Holcomb  Here 
Mr. John Kubincanek  Here 
Mr. Daryl McNutt  Here 
Mr. William Mallory  Here 
Mr. Mark Marchetta  Here 
Dr. Wendy Pomerantz   
Mr. William Quinn, Jr. Here 
Mr. Mark Resanovich  Here 
Mr. Craig Self   Here 
Mr. William Vedra  Here 

 

***** Board returned from Executive Session at 10:34 AM ***** 

 
2008-575-102 
2008-612-304 
2009-335-101 
2009-376-304 
2009-411-304 

2009-428-304 
2009-435-101 
2009-470-101 
2009-478-304 
2009-480-101 

2009-495-304 
2009-506-101 
2009-514-304 
2009-516-102 
2009-518-102 

2009-535-304 
2009-540-102 
2009-544-304 
2009-554-304 
2009-556-101 

 

ACTION: Motion to accept the Consent Agreement(s) for the above listed case(s).  

Resanovich first.  Mallory second.  Fiffick, Holcomb abstained. None opposed.  Motion 
approved. 
 

2006-5-304 
2006-190-102 
2006-208-201 

2006-297-602 
2006-430-304 
2007-350-102 

2008-64-602 
2008-237-401 
2009-524-102 
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ACTION: Motion to close the above listed case(s) and reopen if re-applies.  Resanovich 
first.  Mallory second.  Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  None opposed.  Motion approved. 
 

2009-283-401 
2009-357-101 
2009-392-101 
2009-457-101 
2009-463-305 

2009-489-602 
2009-496-102 
2009-505-101 
2009-509-301 
2009-519-602 

2009-520-602 
2009-521-101 
2009-522-101 
2009-525-402 

 
ACTION: Motion to close the above listed case(s).  Resanovich first.  Mallory second.  
Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  None opposed.  Motion approved. 
 

2009-358-401 
2009-407-405 

2009-415-602 
2009-485-602 

 

ACTION: Motion to close the above listed case(s) and refer to local medical 

director/department.  Resanovich first.  Mallory second.  Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  None 
opposed.  Motion approved. 
 

2005-173-101 
2006-13-102 

2006-168-101 
2006-194-101 
2006-272-101 

2006-310-101 
2006-382-101 
2007-201-102 
2007-251-304 
2007-322-304 

2008-62-101 
2008-103-304 
2008-259-101 
2009-417-101 

 

ACTION: Motion to close the above listed case(s) as the individuals have met the 

stipulations of their Consent Agreement(s).  Resanovich first.  Mallory second.  Fiffick, 
Holcomb abstained.  None opposed.  Motion approved. 
 

2009-127-101 
2009-273-102 
2009-278-101 

2009-429-101 
2009-465-304 
2009-515-304 

2009-547-101 

 

ACTION: Motion to issue a Notice of Opportunity for Hearing(s) for the above case(s).  

Resanovich first.  Mallory second.  Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  None opposed.  Motion 
approved. 
 

2008-635-102 2009-527-305 2009-568-101 2009-603-101 
2009-387-305 2009-530-101 2009-569-305 2009-604-101 
2009-474-305 2009-532-101 2009-570-101 2009-605-101 
2009-477-304 2009-533-101 2009-571-305 2009-606-101 
2009-486-101 2009-539-101 2009-572-101 2009-617-101  
2009-500-101 2009-546-101 2009-579-101 2009-618-101 
2009-502-101 2009-548-101 2009-586-101 2009-619-101 
2009-503-101 2009-550-101 2009-589-101 2009-621-101 
2009-507-101 2009-557-101 2009-596-304 2009-623-101 
2009-510-101 2009-560-602 2009-601-305 2009-631-101 
2009-517-101 2009-564-101 2009-602-101 2009-632-101 
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2009-523-101    

 
ACTION: Motion to close the above listed case(s) for one of the following reasons:  

inadvertently marked yes to conviction question, misdemeanor convictions which the 

Board has previously deemed “not involving moral turpitude,” continuing education cases 

which now meet the requirements, local non-patient care issues, and grandfathering issues 

of certification/conviction.  Resanovich first.  Mallory second.  Fiffick, Holcomb abstained.  
None opposed.  Motion approved. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
Chair’s Report, Mark Burgess 
Mr. Burgess attended the Mass Fatality and Shelter in Place patient tracking and mass care 
roundtable meetings to develop plans for hospitals to implement during mass incidents.  Fifteen 
scenarios will be moved to a more all-hazards approach.  The Board is on target with this project. 
 
Nominations for Chair and Vice-chair for next year need to be made today and will be voted on 
at the December Board meeting.  Mr. Burgess opened the floor for nominations for the Board 
Chair. 
 
ACTION:  Motion to nominate James Davis for Chair.  Resanovich first.  McNutt second.  
Mr. Davis said he would place the nomination under consideration. 
 

ACTION:  Motion to nominate Daryl McNutt for Chair.  Pakiela first.  Fiffick second.   
 
A motion to close nominations for Board chair was made by Mr. Holcomb.  Self second. None 
opposed.  Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Burgess opened the floor up for nominations of Board Vice-Chair. 
 
ACTION:  Motion to nominate Mark Resanovich for Vice-chair.  McNutt first.  Fiffick 
second. 
 
ACTION:  Motion to nominate Thomas Collins for Vice-chair.  Resanovich first.  Davis 
second. 
 
A motion to close nominations for vice-chair was made by Mr. Davis.  Self second.  None 
opposed.  Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Burgess said votes will be taken in December by secret ballot due to multiple nominations 
and Ms. Dodson will prepare the ballots. 
 
State EMS Medical Director, Dr. Cunningham 
Dr. Cunningham presented an RPAB application for Dr. William R. Hinckley for the Regional 
Physicians Advisory Board (RPAB) Region I for approval.   
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ACTION:  Motion to approve Dr. William R. Hinckley as a member of the Region I 

Regional Physicians Advisory Board.  Marchetta first.  Collins second.  None opposed.  
Pakiela abstained.  Motion passed.  
 
Dr. Cunningham reported that the RPAB chair meeting will be held November 5, 2009, at 10 
AM, and the RPAB All-Member meeting at 1:00 PM.  The Region X RPAB has tentatively 
scheduled a meeting on December 1, 2009.  There still is no physician representation for RPAB 
Region VI.  Dr. Cunningham asked members if they know of anyone as she would hate for that 
region to not be represented for another year.  There will be no more 2009 RPAB V meetings 
until 2010, when they will meet the same day as the Central Ohio Trauma System (COTS) and 
will either precede or follow the COTS meeting. 
 
Dr. Cunningham has been putting out periodic updates on H1N1 and will continue to do so.  The 
H1N1 training module for the administration of vaccinations by Ohio EMS personnel has been 
posted on the EMS Division, the National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO), and 
the Journal of Emergency Medical Services (JEMS) websites.  H1N1 information pertaining to 
EMS and the medical community will also be posted to the Ohio Emergency Management 
Agency (EMA) Joint Information Center (JIC) website.     
 
Dr. Collins said questions about who should or should not be vaccinated need to be redirected to 
local health departments.  He said EMS providers participating in the administration of 
immunizations should not be making that decision.   
 
Dr. Cunningham reported the following: 

• At the NASEMSO annual meeting, the medical directors’ council continued discussion on 
the STEMI project.   

• The Ohio American Heart Association (AHA) Mission: Lifeline project continues to look for 
additional funding for EKG pre-hospital equipment.  The state medical director resource 
document is near completion.   

• The NAEMSP will discuss H1N1 at their next meeting.   

• The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) target capabilities workgroup document is near completion and should be released 
for public comment in the next two months.   

• The FEMA National Incident Management System (NIMS) project group meets in February 
and encourages the Board to move ahead on creating a TEMS/advanced care certification.   

• The National EMS Advisory Council (NAEMSAC) is working on finding federal funding 
support for EMS for recruitment/retention.   

• Dr. Cunningham will be giving a TEMS lecture November 10th at Grant Medical Center in 
Columbus, Ohio. 
 

Principal Assistant Attorney General, Yvonne Tertel 
Ms. Tertel said the case log is being managed on a timely basis.  Hearings are being scheduled 
for December and she expects the resulting report and recommendations to be presented at the 
April 2010 Board meeting.  She noted that with the Board’s move to an every other month 
schedule, they will continue to be mindful of any delays in cases in order to remain in 
compliance with the law.   
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EMS Staff Legal Counsel, Heather Frient 
Ms. Frient distributed copies of House Bill (HB) 127 that was introduced in April regarding 
Boards only being able to take action on specific crimes as determined by each Board.  This bill 
does not require the EMS Board to draft rules for EMTs, but it is requiring they draft rules for 
EMS schools (4765.18) and employers (4765.301).  Ms. Frient said 4765.301 does not apply to 
the EMS Board (as it pertains to employers and matters of employment, rather than the EMS 
Board and matters of certification).  As such, section 4765.301 should be removed from the bill 
(i.e., it should remain in the law as is; just pull it from the bill).  She wanted to get the Board’s 
thoughts on this bill and apologized for the short notice, but she just found out today that the bill 
is up for hearing (Note: this bill was included in previous EMS Board legislative matrixes).  A 
lengthy discussion followed and concerns included: 
 

• If the bill goes through, Ms. Frient said the Board would have to write a rule specifying 
which crimes are “substantially related” in terms of whether or not to issue a certification of 
accreditation.   

• If the Board wants to have individuals get a background check prior to certification, new 
language would be needed.   

• Mr. Fiffick said it sounds like this would change things for the employer as to whether they 
could hire someone with certain criminal charges.  Ms. Frient agreed, and stated that the bill 
implies that section 4765.301 comes under the Board’s purview, and would thereby require 
the Board to develop rules for employers.  This would be completely new territory as the 
Board would be setting employment standards (versus certification standards).     

• It was discussed whether individuals the Board has already disciplined might now have to be 
terminated by the employer (if the law applied retroactively).     

• The bill only gives the Board 90 days to put the list of applicable offenses into rule.   
 
Mr. Fiffick asked what the definition was of “substantially related,” and Ms. Frient replied that  
section 4743.06(A)(1) defined  a “criminal offense that is substantially related” as meaning “that 
the nature of the felony or misdemeanor offense for which the person was convicted or to which 
the person pleaded guilty has a direct bearing on the fitness or ability of the person to perform 
one or more of the duties or responsibilities necessarily related to a particular occupation, 
profession, trade…” (regulated by R.C. Title 47). 
 
Ms. Frient asked if members wanted to approve removing section 4765.301 from the bill and 
adding language that was in a prior similar bill (HB 130, 128th G.A.), stating that Boards are only 
required to adopt “substantially similar” rules if they do not offer any type of Chapter 119. 
hearing.  Mr. Burgess said that would give the Board flexibility.   
 
ACTION:  Motion to approve removing section 4765.301 from House Bill 127.  Pakiela first.  
Collins second. 
 
Ms. Frient said she would work with DPS Legislative staff to get the language removed. 
 
None opposed.  Motion passed. 
 
 



Ohio Department of Public Safety 
State Board of Emergency Medical Services 
October 21, 2009 
FINAL 

 

 10 

Executive Director’s Report, Richard Rucker 
Mr. Rucker reported that Cathy Collins-Taylor has replaced Henry Guzmán as the Director of 
the Department of Public Safety.  Mr. Rucker said Director Guzmán was a good friend to EMS 
and worked hard to get EMS fully funded through the budget.  Director Collins-Taylor is a 
retired Columbus Police officer and was Director of the Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Investigative Unit.  Mr. Rucker said she will be here this afternoon to meet Board members. 
 
Mr. Rucker reminded Board members that even if their term ends or they resign, they are still 
required to submit a financial disclosure form for that year to the Ohio Ethics Commission as 
required by law.  He said even though Ms. Dodson attempted to get everyone’s forms, not all 
were submitted and a $500 fine was levied against the Division of EMS.  Mr. Rucker does not 
want to take legal action against any present or past Board member and this serves as a reminder. 
 
The extended February meeting will be February 24 and 25, 2010 in the ODOT conference room 
GA at 1980 W. Broad Street.  Board committees will meet Tuesday, February 23, 2010.  Mr. 
Rucker expressed hope that meetings will return to a monthly time schedule, but does not expect 
that will occur before the end of 2010.  If the Homeland Security committee needs to meet on a 
monthly basis for H1N1 developments, those meetings will be approved.  A spreadsheet 
displaying confirmed cases of H1N1 hospitalizations in Ohio was distributed; there were 209 as 
of October 10, 2009. 
 
Mr. Rucker reported that since the Division began offering CHEMPACK and trauma triage 
online courses, over 4,200 individuals have registered.  1,754 courses were successfully 
completed (1,311 - Trauma Triage; 443 - CHEMPACK). 
 
Certifications, John Kennington  
Mr. Kennington presented five requests for exemption for continuing education by certificate 
holders due to active military service.   
 

ACTION: Motion to approve the request(s) for exemption(s) for continuing education 

for five individual(s) serving on active military duty during the certification period.  Davis 
first.  Collins second.  None opposed.  Motion approved. 
 
Mr. Kennington had one request for exemption for continuing education due to medical 
hardship.  The individual reported he was injured on-duty during a fire many years ago and has 
had medical issues with progressive complications over the years.  Mr. Kennington said the 
individual is being considered for permanent disability.  The individual has been on an extension 
and believes the certification expired at the end of August.  Board members had questions about 
a number of details that Mr. Kennington would have to research or obtain from the individual.  
Dr. Collins recommended the decision be tabled until Mr. Kennington has more details.  Ms. 
Frient said if the individual expired in August, an extension is good for ninety days.  She said in 
order to comply with the rule, the individual needs to put their request in writing 180 days prior 
to expiration.  Ms. Frient would like this tabled to ensure the request complies with the rules.   
 

ACTION:  Motion to table the medical exemption request until more information will be 

available to present to the Board in December.  Davis first. Holcomb second.   
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Dr. Collins asked if tabling the decision allows the individual to retain their certification; Mr. 
Burgess said it would keep his card from expiring.  Mr. Kennington said the individual’s 
certification is expired and is currently on an extension.  He will have the details in December 
and said the only reason he brought this before the Board is because of the extenuating 
circumstances.  Mr. Burgess said this is how such requests have been presented in the past.  
 
None opposed.  Motion passed. 
 

***** Lunch 11:32 AM – 12:27 PM ***** 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Committee Report Agenda 
This report includes updates from the Firefighter/Fire Safety Inspectors committee and the 
Department of Public Safety (DPS) EMS Legislative Liaison staff highlighting Ohio bills 
impacting EMS.  The committee report is available for viewing on the EMS Division website at 

http://ems.ohio.gov/ems_board.stm.   

 
Education Committee, James Holcomb 
Mr. Holcomb said members will be receiving accreditation/certification date of birth renewal 
rules at the December meeting for approval and asked members come prepared to discuss.   
 
Emergency Medical Services, Dr. Wendy Pomerantz (Joe Stack) 
Mr. Stack reported that Dr. Bill Cotton presented information about pediatric preparedness in 
emergency departments to the Ohio chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians 
(ACEP) Board in September.  The Ohio ACEP Board has offered to work with the EMSC 
committee to develop a system of categorizing hospitals for pediatric care. 
 
Homeland Security, Mark Resanovich 
Mr. Resanovich thanked Mr. Rucker, the EMS staff, Dr. Cunningham, and Dave Gerstner for 
their work on preparing a training program (in furtherance of the “appropriate training” language 
in rule 4765-6-03) for educating EMS providers to administer the H1N1 vaccination  in such a 
short period of time.  The program and instructor toolkit can be viewed on the EMS website.  
The committee is establishing an informational section on the EMS website to house pandemic 
plans and templates to guide EMS agencies during a pandemic event. Committee members have 
submitted plans and are requesting more to be posted for other agencies to be able to modify and 
use as a template.  The website will also have a link to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
H1N1 information.  The committee looked at modifying EMS protocols for when hospitals start 
reaching their surge capacities and discussed alternate transport plans and dispatch protocols if a 
hospital is full.  The committee is holding the date of November 17th open in case they need to 
meet for continuing H1N1 developments. 
 
Legislative and Rules Committee, Bill Mallory 
Mr. Mallory reported that the Rules committee did not meet, but the Legislative committee did.  
The committee discussed it is a lean year to get legislation passed.  The recommendation is for 
the committee to prioritize similar issues and determine the highest priorities to try to get into 

http://www.ems.ohio.gov/ems_board.stm
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legislation.  The committee discussed future legislation needs.  Ms. Frient said it appears the 
Department of Administrative Services (DAS) will add language to a future bill pertaining to 
H1N1 issues that would establish a declared health exigency.  Such a declaration would allow 
supervisors to require state employees to leave work if they are exhibiting symptoms of H1N1.  
That bill should also include the dispensing language (R.C. 4729.29) that was approved by the 
Pharmacy Board and EMS Board last year.  The bill has not yet been introduced.  Dr. 
Cunningham requested a copy of the bill.    
 
Medical Oversight, Research and Grants Committee (MORG), Daryl McNutt (Dr. Collins) 
Dr. Collins reported that the grants list does not have masks, disposable gowns or eye protection 
listed for personal protective equipment (PPE) for blood and body fluid protection while treating 
patients.  The committee recommends these items be added to the grant eligibility list. 
 
ACTION:  Motion to add PPE masks, disposable gowns, and eye protection for patient 

care for protection from blood and body fluids to the approved grant eligibility list.  Collins 
first. Marchetta second. 
 
Mr. Davis asked whether the masks can be any type or must be the recommended N95.  Dr. 
Collins said the language is not specific for masks in the event that N95 masks are not  available 
or no longer recommended. 
 
None opposed.  Motion passed. 
 
The committee is re-evaluating grant priorities 2, 3 and 4 and will also review how priority one 
grants are allocated, especially for departments providing less than 100 runs a year.   
 
National Accreditation Ad Hoc Committee, Mark Burgess 
Mr. Burgess reported the committee has received the answers from PSI to all of the questions 
submitted by the committee.  The committee is recommending two options: 

1.  Remain using the National Registry and provide assistance with the accreditation 
process for programs wishing to become nationally accredited.   

2. Use PSI as the state testing agency and require national accreditation.   
 
At the December meeting, the Board will approve the wording of the options and how the 
information will be disseminated to all stakeholders.  Mr. Burgess asked Board members share 
this information with their respective organizations.  The Board will hold a public forum to 
receive feedback from stakeholders on February 24, 2010.   
 
Mr. Self asked whether there is a document describing the historical concerns that led the Board 
to evaluate this, as he is not sure he understands the context of what is being looked at.  Dr. 
Cunningham said the trigger was when the National Registry Board passed a resolution to no 
longer allow paramedic candidates who graduated from paramedic programs which were not 
nationally accredited to take their examination beginning January 1, 2013.  This made it 
necessary for the Board to determine whether to mandate Ohio schools with paramedic programs 
to become nationally accredited or for the EMS Board to identify and approve another testing 
organization.  In order for the Board to make an informed decision, an open forum was held with 
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education institutions and providers for their input, representatives from the National Highway 
Transportation Safety Agency (NHTSA) and the Committee on Accreditation of Educational 
Programs for the Emergency Medical Services Professions (CoAEMSP), the national 
accreditation agency, addressed the Board, and a survey was sent to certificate holders.  Mr. Self 
concluded the decision triggers are whether to use a state or national model. Dr. Cunningham 
said the state currently accredits all Ohio schools free of charge, and going with the national 
accreditation model would add a cost component for institutions desiring to become nationally 
accredited.  This could pose problems for small and rural schools.  Additionally, school program 
directors would need a bachelor’s degree or be working toward one. 
 
Recruitment & Retention Committee, Daryl McNutt 
Mr. McNutt said the committee is looking into promoting the use of fire Explorer programs to 
entice new recruits.  Mr. Resanovich said the Ohio Firefighters Association (OFFA) is looking at 
a national organization to help with recruitment and retention using billboards and media blitzes.  
He suggested Mr. McNutt contact Mark Roberts, President of OFFA, and work together. 
 
Trauma Committee, Dr. John Crow (Tim Erskine) 
Mr. Erskine said at the last Board meeting, Dr. Crow reported that the Region IV RPAB variant 
to trauma triage protocols would be presented to the Board today, but it will not be ready until 
the December meeting.  Mr. Erskine is pleased to report that 99% of the missing data from two 
regional registries has been received.  Due to this incident, two policies have been developed to 
prevent future occurrences.  One is to determine compliance of each hospital as determined by 
the Division of EMS and notification of hospitals when they are delinquent. 
 
Mr. Erskine distributed a handout regarding injury and violence prevention compiled by the Ohio 
Injury Prevention Partnership (OIPP).  The OIPP assists and advises the Ohio Department of 
Health in establishing priorities and future directions regarding injury and violence prevention 
initiatives.  This closes a large gap in the state’s trauma system as identified through the self-
assessment done several years ago.   
 
Due to the November 11th Veterans holiday, the Trauma committee will meet November 4th.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Copies of the edited position paper on Key Concepts of Cardiology were distributed for review.  
Mr. Marchetta said he edited out the US DOT cardiology objective language and removed the ad 
hoc committee roster.  He said the concepts remain valid and the paper could remain on the 
website or be archived.  Ms. Mirarchi would like it to remain on the website and she includes this 
position paper when she sends information to new program coordinators.   
 

ACTION:  Motion to approve the revised Key Concepts of Cardiology position paper and 

keep on the EMS website.  Graymire first.  Collins second.  None opposed.   Motion passed. 
Mr. Burgess thanked Mr. Marchetta for his work on the paper. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Rucker wanted to remind members that it is okay for them to express their own personal 
opinions to a reporter, but anything discussed in executive session cannot be shared.  He said 
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some information discussed during an Executive Session was repeated word-for-word to a 
reporter.  Mr. Rucker said he understands that the meetings are long and it might be easy to 
forget what was discussed in the open meeting versus during executive session, and asked 
members to be cognizant of this. 
 
Non-fire EMS Board members were excused while Fire members hold the fire Goldman 
hearings. 
 
GOLDMAN PROCEEDINGS 
The Goldman Proceedings were called to order at 12:47 PM. 
 
Roll Call 
Mr. Mark Burgess  Here 
Mr. James Davis  Here 
Ms. Joyce Fischer  Here 
Mr. James Holcomb  Here 
Mr. Daryl McNutt   
Mr. William Mallory  Here 
Mr. William Quinn, Jr. Here 
Mr. Mark Resanovich  Here 
 
Mr. Burgess noted that a majority of the members were present including Executive Director 
Richard Rucker.  Two adjudication proceedings will be held in the matter of Fire Case Number 
2009-142-706 Patrick W. Wormus, Fire Applicant Number 177244 and Fire Case 2008-390-701 
Jason P. Kreider, Fire Certificate Number 145434.  These proceedings shall be affidavit based 
adjudication relative to the Notice of Opportunity for Hearing mailed to the respondents in the 
aforementioned cases and believed to have been properly served in accordance with the 
administrative procedures act Chapter 199 of the Ohio Revised Code.  As the respondents did not 
request a hearing, these proceedings will be held today pursuant to Goldman vs. State Medical 
Board of Ohio.  The individuals named do not have the ability to present oral or written 
testimony today, but may be present to hear the proceedings and outcome. 
 
The Board reviewed evidence, including exhibits and affidavits from EMS investigators and/or 
staff, associated with the aforementioned cases.  In lieu of a stenographic record being made, let 
the minutes reflect that the original sworn affidavits and exhibits shall be kept as the official 
record of the proceedings in the aforementioned matters in the office of the Division of EMS.  A 
written copy of the executive director’s decision will be mailed to the respondent.  Mr. Burgess 
recognized James Holcomb for the purpose of providing a brief synopsis of the cases and 
recommendations for disciplinary action in the absence of Principal Assistant Attorney General 
Yvonne Tertel. 
 

Mr. Holcomb said Mr. Wormus failed to supply documentation of his criminal conviction in his 
application and has failed to respond to the Division on this matter.  These actions are in 
violation of sections 4765-23-02(A)(1) and (2), and 4765-20-04(D) of the Ohio Administrative 
Code. Therefore, the Committee recommends the Executive Director deny Mr. Wormus’s 
application for a certificate to practice as a level II firefighter.   
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Mr. Holcomb reported Mr. Kreider violated the terms of his consent agreement issued by the 
Executive Director by not submitting a fit for duty evaluation.  His initial consent was for 
inducing panic by calling in a bomb threat to a high school.  The recommendation to the 
Executive Director is to revoke Mr. Kreider’s certificate to practice as a level II firefighter.   
 
ACTION:  Motion to admit the sworn affidavit(s) and the accompanying exhibit(s) in the 

aforementioned case(s) into evidence.  Mallory first. Resanovich second.  None opposed.  
Motion approved. 
 
Mr. Burgess said there being no further evidence to come before the Board, the Goldman 
Proceedings were closed at 12:50 PM.   
 
ACTION: Motion to go into private session for the purpose of quasi-judicial 

deliberations on these matters by roll call vote at 12:51 PM.  Resanovich first.  Mallory 
second.  Motion approved. 
 
Roll Call 
Mr. Mark Burgess  Here 
Mr. James Davis  Here 
Ms. Joyce Fischer  Here 
Mr. James Holcomb   
Mr. Daryl McNutt  Here 
Mr. William Mallory  Here 
Mr. William Quinn, Jr. Here 
Mr. Mark Resanovich  Here 
 

***** Fire Board returned from Private Session at 12:57 PM ***** 

 

ACTION:  In the matter of Fire Case Number 2009-142-706 Patrick W. Wormus, Fire 

Identification Number 177244, the Committee finds that Mr. Wormus applied for 

certification as a Level II firefighter; however, he failed to submit a completed application.  

He failed to supply documentation of his criminal conviction to include the court records, 

law enforcement report and the background check.  These actions are in violation of 

sections 4765-23-02(A)(1),  4765-23-02(A)(2), and 4765-20-04(D) of the Ohio Administrative 

Code; therefore, the Committee recommends to the Executive Director to deny Mr. 

Wormus’s application for a certificate to practice as a level II firefighter.  Mallory first.  
Davis second.  None opposed.  Holcomb abstained.  Motion passed. 
 
ACTION:  In the matter of Fire Case 2008-390-701 Jason P. Kreider, Fire Certification 

Number 145434, the Committee finds that Mr. Kreider violated the terms of the consent 

agreement issued by the Executive Director; therefore, the Committee recommends to the 

Executive Director to revoke Mr. Kreider’s certificate to practice as a level II firefighter.  

Mallory first.  Davis second.    
 
Mr. Holcomb read into the record a letter submitted from Mr. Kreider’s father on behalf of his 
son stating he no longer wants to continue in the fire service. 
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None opposed.  Holcomb abstained.  None opposed.  Motion passed. 
 
FIRE OPEN FORUM 
Jay Clevenger, Program Coordinator for Belmont Career Center, presented detailed information 
to the committee on their revised state certification exam policy.  Many security options will be 
implemented including classroom video recordings.  Ms. Fischer asked what their policy is when 
a student is found using an adjunct during the test.  Mr. Clevenger said they would be removed 
from the testing area and would report it to the Division immediately. Ms. Vermillion said all the 
documents Mr. Clevenger submitted have been reviewed by Doug Orahood and accepted by 
staff. 
 
ACTION:  Motion to recommend that the Executive Director accept the testing security 

plan submitted by Belmont Career Center and lift the testing ban.  Resanovich first.  Davis 
second.  None opposed.  Holcomb abstained.  Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Vedra introduced Lieutenant Rudy Zupanc, Chief of the Fusion Center within Ohio 
Homeland Security (OHS).  Lt. Zupanc reported a fire liaison program is being developed to 
ensure briefings are routinely given to firefighters and EMTs with the Ohio Fire Chiefs 
Association (OFCA).  They are looking at a statewide perspective of how information can be 
best disseminated to the EMS and fire agencies.  Emily Rathje is working with Chief Hauk, 
OFCA, to produce a fire sector bulletin for the Contact & Information management System 
(CIMS).  A Terrorism Liaison Officer (TLO) program is being developed and should be 
available in March 2010 for fire and EMS.  They have had the law enforcement TLO program 
for almost a year and have 170 TLOs in Ohio.   
 
Mr. Rucker introduced the new Director of the Department of Public Safety (DPS) Cathy 
Collins-Taylor. Mr. Rucker has worked with her over the last several years when she worked in 
OHS and as Director of the Ohio Investigative Unit.  She is retired from the Columbus Police 
Department and has an extensive law enforcement background.  Director Collins-Taylor thanked 
the Board for the time, dedication and effort each member puts forth while serving on the Board.     
 
ACTION:  Motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing matters 

required to be kept confidential by federal law or regulations or state statutes under 

revised code 121.22(G)(5), to wit:  R.C. 149.433, 5502.03, and asked that the staff of OHS  

stay for the session by roll call vote at 1:13 PM.    Quinn first.  Collins second.  Motion 
approved. 
 
Roll Call 
Mr. Mark Burgess  Here 
Dr. John Pakiela  Here 
Ms. Pamela Bradshaw  Here 
Dr. Thomas Collins  Here 
Dr. Deanna Dahl-Grove  
Mr. James Davis  Here 
Mr. David Fiffick  Here 
Ms. Joyce Fischer  Here 
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Ms. Vickie Graymire  Here 
Mr. James Holcomb  Here 
Mr. John Kubincanek  Here 
Mr. Daryl McNutt   
Mr. William Mallory  Here 
Mr. Mark Marchetta  Here 
Dr. Wendy Pomerantz   
Mr. William Quinn, Jr. Here 
Mr. Mark Resanovich  Here 
Mr. Craig Self   Here 
Mr. William Vedra  Here 
 

***** Board returned from Executive Session at 1:44 PM ***** 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Ms. Bradshaw said the EMS test writing workshops were excellent and recommended everyone 
attend. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

ACTION: Motion to adjourn with the exception of the Fire Board members, who will 

remain for discussion of fire issues.  Pakiela first.  Collins second.  None opposed.  Motion 
approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:48 PM. 
 

 
FIRE BOARD MEMBERS 
 

ACTION: Motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing proposed 

disciplinary actions against fire certificate holders which is pending or imminent court 

action under Revised Code 121.22(G)(3) and involves matters that are required to be kept 

confidential under Revised Code 149.43 at 1:36 PM.  Resanovich first. Mallory second.  None 
opposed.  Motion approved. 
 
Roll Call 
Mr. Mark Burgess  Here 
Mr. James Davis  Here 
Ms. Joyce Fischer  Here 
Mr. James Holcomb  Here 
Mr. Daryl McNutt   
Mr. William Mallory  Here 
Mr. William Quinn, Jr. Here 
Mr. Mark Resanovich  Here 
 

*****Fire Board returned from Executive Session at 1:40 PM ***** 

 
2009-303-702 
2009-436-701 

2009-542-701 
2009-594-701 
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2009-444-701 

 

ACTION: Motion recommending that the Executive Director accept the above Fire 

case(s) consent agreement(s).  Mallory first. Davis second.  None opposed. Holcomb abstained.  
Motion approved. 
 

2008-65-706 
2008-631-702 
2009-123-705 
2009-250-702 
2009-305-706 
2009-397-701 
2009-405-706 

2009-414-706 
2009-431-702 
2009-432-701 
2009-443-706 
2009-447-706 
2009-458-701 

 

ACTION: Motion recommending that the Executive Director close the above Fire 

case(s).  Mallory first. Davis second.  Holcomb abstained.  None opposed. Motion approved. 
 

2009-274-702 
2009-275-706 

2009-430-701 

 

ACTION: Motion recommending that the Executive Director issue(s) a Notice of 

Opportunity for Hearing for the above Fire case(s).  Mallory first.  Fischer second.  None 
opposed. Holcomb abstained. Motion approved. 
 
No old or new business was brought forward. 
 
ACTION: Motion to adjourn the Fire Board members portion of the meeting.  
Resanovich first.  Holcomb second.  None opposed.  Motion approved.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:47 PM. 


