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FIREFIGHTER AND FIRE SAFETY INSPECTOR TRAINING COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

January 13, 2009 
 
 

Chaired by:  Phil McLean 
 
Meeting Date and Location: January 13, 2009, Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS), 1970 
West Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43223 
 
Committee Members Present: Bob Babb, Brent Gates, Terry Gill, William Mallory (for Mark 
Lundy), Richard Sacco, and Jim Steele  
 
Committee Members Absent:  Brent Gates, Mark Lundy 
 
Staff Present:  Summer Boyer, Aleta Dodson, Heather Frient, John Kennington, Tom Macklin, 
Doug Orahood, Richard Rucker, Yvonne Tertel 
 
Guests:  Jeff Fasone, Madison Township Fire; James Holcomb, Violet Township/EMS Board; 
Michael  Vedra, Columbus Fire Department; Scott Walker, Ohio State Fire Marshal/Ohio Fire 
Academy 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:06 AM. 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 9, 2008 FIREFIGHTER AND FIRE 
SAFETY INSPECTOR (FFSI) TRAINING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the December 9, 2008, committee minutes.  Steele first.  
Babb second.  None opposed.  Motion approved.  
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 17, 2008 FIREFIGHTER AND FIRE 
SAFETY INSPECTOR (FFSI) TRAINING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the December 17, 2008, committee minutes with change to 
show Mark Lundy was absent.  Steele first.  Sacco second.  None opposed.  Motion approved.  
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
STAFF LEGAL COUNSEL, Heather Frient 
No report was given. 
 
FIRE CHARTER REPORT, Doug Orahood 
Mr. Orahood distributed copies of the December fire training monthly activity report.  Mr. 
Kennington will e-mail the certification report out when all numbers are available.  Mr. Steele 
asked what the status of the special form being used for firefighters who do not have a 
certification card.  Mr. Orahood said they have to request the form from the Division; it would 
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take too long to get it uploaded to the EMS website prior to the deadline.   He reported they are 
receiving a lot of phone calls regarding renewal.  The local county EMA directors have helped 
greatly in getting the word out to township trustees about the deadline.   
 
Mr. Kennington said after the Board Retreat, a conversation took place regarding how to handle 
firefighters who did not renew within the January 24, 2009 deadline.  A new reinstatement 
option was recently put into place on the EMS side for anyone who failed to make timely 
application.  If they completed their continuing education, they can submit their documents, go 
through the audit process, and submit a $75 fee, and be reinstated.  This keeps them from having 
to re-test.  Mr. Kennington said some Board members thought that it might be used for 
firefighters.  If firefighters did not renew by 90 days after the deadline, they would have to retake 
the test.  Mr. Mallory said the $75 fee is consistent with the EMS side and 90 days is very 
generous and gives them the opportunity to keep job.  Mr. Steele said this very issue was dealt 
with when the rules were being drafted and not all EMS rules apply to fire.  He has an issue with 
selling the card versus following the rules.  The point was made that although  EMS certificate 
holders have to pay to re-test with the National Registry, firefighters do not.  However, it was felt 
there are firefighters who might be reluctant to retest and would pay the fee instead.  Mr. Sacco 
said it is basically paying $75 to keep their job.  Mr. McLean believes the professional level 
firefighters will renew. After a lengthy discussion of the pros and cons, a proposal for such an 
option for firefighters would be treated as a violation of the law, the individual would enter into a 
consent agreement, pay a $75 penalty, and the information would be entered into the National 
Practitioner Healthcare Integrity and Protection Data Bank (HIPDB).    
 
Director Rucker and Fire Marshal Bell are showing solidarity of the firefighter renewal that will 
be sent to all fire service agencies.  Mr. Rucker said it is scheduled to go out on the listserv 
today.  Mr. Kennington said there is a pocket of unwillingness of some firefighters to renew and 
heard one chief was not allowing his firefighters to renew. He thinks once the township trustees 
are educated at their February convention regarding their liability issue for non-certified 
firefighters, he believes they will check with their departments to ensure they are in compliance.  
Mr. Gill said this shows the state has gone above and beyond to accommodate everyone.  Mr. 
Rucker said the fees would go to the Division of EMS.  Mr. Kennington will draft a form with 
the specific time parameters included. 
 
ACTION:  Motion to approve a one-time ninety day extension from the January 24, 2009 
deadline with a $75 penalty.    Sacco first.  Gill second.  None opposed.  Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Orahood gave a demonstration and overview of training that will be available on the EMS 
Online Learning System. An online continuing education (CE) tracking system has been 
developed.  Fire departments can enter and track their employees CE hours as can individuals.  
Mr. Orahood said the system has around 140 departments signed up so far. 
 
The Division has a contract allowing for uploading of thirteen courses every year to the EMS 
website.  Development of a course averages six months if based on a Power Point presentation, 
which can be converted easily.  However, if vocals or videos are desired, it averages a year to 
develop.  The CHEMPACK course should be online February 1, 2009.  The next course being 
developed is for  trauma triage.  Mr. Orahood said if other institutions are willing to provide their 
courses to the state free of charge, they could be placed on the EMS website.  These 
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developments allow EMS and fire professionals to complete continuing education requirements 
24/7, 365 days a year, and meets specialized training as approved by the State Board of EMS and 
the FFSI committee.  The program can print certificates upon successful completion of the 
course. 
 
Mr. McLean thought this could be applicable for the classroom portion of NFPA 1403 and driver 
training guidelines.  Instructor and inspector courses could be developed as well. Mr. Gill said 
this would be useful for topic areas where CE courses are hard to find.   
 
CHAIR’S REPORT, Phil McLean 
Mr. McLean wanted to discuss the December 17th meeting.  He reviewed the copy of the letter 
that Mr. Rucker will be sending out to all fire departments with an explanation on the 
disciplinary process modifications.  Mr. McLean said if anyone has any questions to ask or needs 
clarification, this is the time to do it.  Two things he thinks everyone needs to be updated on is 
the definition of committee and who charter discipline.   
 
Ms. Frient said FFSI committee and Fire Board members received a copy of her responses to the 
outstanding questions.  She believes she defined committee, as pertaining to the FFSI committee, 
in the document several times.  By law, the Fire Committee is comprised of those members of 
the EMS Board who are fire chiefs and EMTs nominated by a fire organization (See R.C. 
4765.04(A), which states, in part: “shall consist of the members of the board who are chiefs of 
fire departments, and the members of the board who are [EMTs] appointed from among persons 
nominated by the [OAPFF] or the northern Ohio fire fighters and from among persons nominated 
by the Ohio State Firefighter’s Association.”).  Although such Board members make up the Fire 
Committee, the law allows them to designate individuals to serve on the committee in their 
place.  The Fire Committee is a committee; it is neither a “sub-committee” nor is it a                         
“board.” 
 

As for charter discipline, Ms. Frient reported the EMS Board wants to handle that; however, they 
would like to have the school report back to the designees.  Mr. McLean agrees it belongs with 
this committee. 
 
Mr. Steele thanked Ms. Frient for sending out the email with answers to their questions.  He 
wanted to point out that these questions were concerns collected from  all the FFSI members. 
 
Mr. Steele asked Ms. Frient to expound on the three sections of rules in 4765.23 that affect 
discipline, outside of the rule for charters.  Ms. Frient said there are three main disciplinary rules:  
investigation process, administrative actions, and reporting administration actions.  She thinks 
her comment she made at the December 17th meeting was to not focus so much on the three rules 
that give disciplinary authority, as much as looking at the rest of the rules the committee has set 
up that talk about qualifications to become an instructors, curriculum requirements, etc.    She 
will follow-up on this in writing as she wants to ensure everyone who was there on the 17th is 
aware of the conversations taking place today.   
 
Mr. McLean asked for goals for the committee for 2009 and they are:   

• Finishing developing the 120 Level I and Level II modules 
• Complete NFPA 1403  
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• Complete Hazard Inspector course 
• Potential for a Fire Investigator 
• Continue work with Ohio Fire Officials and Alliance Plan Examiner course 

 
Mr. Orahood reported that a new standard is coming out for fire safety inspectors in NFPA 1031 
and the curriculum will need looked out.  The Fire instructor/public safety instructor course 
curriculum will also need to be reviewed due to NFPA standard update as well as checking to 
ensure it is still a dual course (EMT and Fire).  Some fire rules will need developed as to what is 
acceptable online training.  Ms. Frient believes the EMS rules for that are now in effect, but she 
will need to check. 
 
Nominations were taken for Chair and Vice-Chair of the FFSI committee for 2009. 
 
ACTION: Motion to nominate Phil McLean as the FFSI Chairman.  Sacco first.  Steele 
second.  None opposed.  McLean abstained.  Motion approved. 
 
ACTION: Motion to nominate Brent Gates as the FFSI Vice-Chairman.   Steele first.  
Sacco second.    None opposed.  Motion approved. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Mr. McLean said he heard that a new Board member, Joyce Fischer, has been appointed, and that 
Mark Mankins would be the designee for this committee.  Mr. Orahood said Mr. Bill Quinn has 
been appointed and he intends to keep Rich Sacco as his designee.  Mr. Gill said the committee 
should support Mr. Mankins rejoining the committee and Mr. McLean will send a letter to him. 
 
The Ohio State Firefighters Association (OSFA) meeting was cancelled last Saturday. 
 
A copy of the firefighter disciplinary action report was distributed. Mr. McLean said it appears 
there were 21 consent agreements for fire members in 2008 and wondered what the charges were 
for.  Ms. Melissa Vermillion was not at the meeting, but Ms. Tertel believes they would be 
criminal charges that might fall into the category of DUI, domestic violence, etc., that may be 
closed outright.  Those that are more serious crimes on a felony level would have been sent 
through the case review process.  Ms. Frient said it might be a good idea for Ms. Vermillion to 
attend the meetings to answer any questions regarding the report. 
 
Mr. McLean said the NFPA 1403 group will meet after today’s meeting convenes.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
ACTION: Motion to adjourn.  Steele first. Sacco second.  None opposed.  Motion 
approved. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 11:50 AM. 


