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Chaired by:  Phil McLean 
 
Meeting Date and Location: February 10, 2009, Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS), 1970 
West Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43223 
 
Committee Members Present: Bob Babb, Brent Gates, Terry Gill, Mark Lundy, Mark Mankins, 
Richard Sacco, and Jim Steele  
 
Committee Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  Aleta Dodson, John Kennington, Tom Macklin, Doug Orahood, Richard Rucker, 
Melissa Vermillion 
 
Guests:  Charlie Dixon, Columbus Fire/Ohio State Fire Safety Inspectors (OSFSI); James 
Holcomb, Violet Township/EMS Board; William Mallory/EMS Board; John Peters, OSFSI/Ohio 
Fire Rule Council (OFRC); Michael Vedra, Columbus Fire Department; Steven Wallis, 
OSFSI/ORFC; Scott Walker, Ohio State Fire Marshal/Ohio Fire Academy; John Wilt, Columbus 
Fire Department    
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:02 AM. 
 
Mr. McLean welcomed members in the audience and Mark Mankins, who has returned as a 
member of the FFSI committee representing the Ohio State Firefighters Association (OSFFA). 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 13, 2009 FIREFIGHTER AND FIRE 
SAFETY INSPECTOR (FFSI) TRAINING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the January 13, 2009, committee minutes.  Steele first.  
Sacco second.  None opposed.  Motion approved.  
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT, Richard Rucker 
Mr. Rucker wanted to revisit the firefighter renewal one-time ninety day extension from the 
January 24, 2009 deadline with a $75 penalty that was approved at last month’s meeting.  Since 
that time, Mr. Rucker reported he has received a lot of feedback from the Fire Chiefs Association 
who are not happy with the extension and they said some of the members of this committee were 
not happy, feeling the proposal and vote were pushed on them at the last minute.  Mr. Rucker did 
not proceed with the change because he wanted to sure the FFSI members were happy with the 
extension.  He also provided additional information that over 51,000 firefighters renewed on 
time, and only approximately 100 expired.  Those 100 followed the process as defined in rules 
by retesting.   
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Mr. Rucker asked for comments and discussion.  Mr. McLean asked if there were any 
individuals who did not renew to simply challenge the system or were there any no complaints 
that a fire department could not provide fire service because of the renewal requirement.  Mr. 
Rucker said no.  He did indicate there was one small department with an issue which was 
resolved.   Mr. Gates said when the fire rules were first being developed, the fire organizations 
indicated they wanted people to retest if they missed the deadline.  He was at the Ohio Fire 
Chief’s Board of Director’s meeting last month and the consensus was they did not feel an 
extension is necessary.  Mr. Kennington reported the Division can tell if an individual attempted 
to log-in, requested a password, and the date and time attempts were made to renew.  The 
Division is working with those individuals to renew as the stance of this initiative was not to 
eliminate firefighters.    
 
Mr. Rucker said the extension process was brought to the FFSI committee from the EMS Board 
because the Board wants to have the fire process the same as the EMS process.  The major 
difference is the FFSI committee only wanted a one-time extension where the EMS has this 
available all the time.  Mr. McLean said the Board emphasized that the FFSI committee needed 
to do something because of the deadline, the options were discussed, and no one wanted an 
extension available forever.  Mr. Lundy asked why there was an outcry for the $75 fee for 
firefighters and not EMTs.  Mr. Rucker said the reason the Board enacted the rule for EMTs is 
because they have to pay $120 to take the National Registry test when their certification has 
expired and the Board decided they would rather that money come to the Division.  Mr. 
Kennington said it was introduced to the Board because several people had completed their 
continuing education and that is the contingency to pay the fee.  It was hard to tell those 
individuals holding a National Registry card that they had to retake the National Registry test.  
The outcry from the Fire Chief’s is there is no continuing education (CE) required and everyone 
has been told to renew.  The Chief’s would be in favor of the $75 fine three years down the road 
when everyone is on the same page with their three years of CE, but not until then.   
 
Mr. Orahood said to reinstate after the deadline, firefighters must successfully pass an 
examination at their level of certification within six months of expiration (July 24, 2009).  
Beyond six months of expiration but not longer than eighteen months, firefighters must complete 
eighteen hours of continuing education in addition to successfully passing the examination.  All 
exams require a score of 70% or better within three attempts and can be taken at any chartered 
fire training facility in Ohio.  Firefighters that fail to renew within eighteen months of expiration 
will be required to repeat the training. Mr. Orahood will publicize this information on the EMS 
website, in the SIREN newsletter and fire listserv, and media press releases.  
 
With the numbers provided today, Mr. Steele said the renewal process has a 99.75% success rate.     
The Division has made accommodations to satisfy the intent of the rule in good faith and to have 
less than 100 across the state of Ohio who did not renew is outstanding.  He does not want to sell 
a fire card at any price because there a rule addressing this is already on the books.  Mr. Gill was 
surprised the motion flew at this committee last month.  With the direction Mr. Rucker has gone, 
he apparently has strong feelings about it and maybe the committee should rescind the 90-day 
extension.  Mr. Rucker said a motion would be needed.   
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ACTION:  Motion to rescind the one-time ninety day extension from the January 24, 2009 
deadline with a $75 penalty which was approved at the January 13, 2009.  Gates first. Babb 
second.  Lundy, Sacco opposed.  None abstained.  Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Babb inquired whether individual tests can be set up and Mr. Orahood said it can be done 
and will try coordinate.  He has been requested to bring data to next month’s meeting showing 
the volume of testing that is done.  
 
Melissa Vermillion sent copies of the Investigation report via e-mail to members.  There were no 
questions regarding the report. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Volunteer Firefighter Course, Jeff Cotner 
Jeff Cotner, Charlie Dixon, and members of the Volunteer Firefighter course workgroup 
presented a detailed report of recommended changes for the course.  The group realizes 
volunteer firefighters is not going to go away, the end goal of the project is to work with the 
FFSI committee to get volunteer firefighters advanced to the Firefighter II level.  The 90 hour 
course will require some tweaking as well.  They need to define the objectives more with the 
realization that not all the 1001 standards will be covered in a 36-hour class.  A draft disclaimer 
form was distributed which states that the 36-hour course is stand-alone, does not meet the 
NFPA 1403 standards, and it is up to the Fire Chief to make the decision as to whether his 
firefighter is going to be an entry level firefighter.  Mr. McLean was not sure the FFSI committee 
should be the one to put out a disclaimer that says a program does not meet NFPA standards, but 
he likes the idea of it.  Mr. Orahood will forward it to Division legal personnel for review. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the NIMS 100 and 700 training component.  The 
workgroup felt it would help recruitment and retention if it did not need to be completed prior to 
taking the course.  However, the coursework must be completed before taking the test, is a 
requirement to receive certification in Ohio, and cannot be part of the volunteer course.  Mr. 
McLean said when an audit is done, a documentation showing who has completed NIMS or the 
program director or lead instructor who signed off on it is required.  There was also discussion 
regarding whether a new test bank was needed to match the proposed curriculum.  Mr. Orahood 
said the current test can be used since it has been verified for all three text books.   
 
The workgroup proposed an upcoming 36-hour course in Meigs County be used as a pilot for the 
newly developed course.  The workgroup will provide Mr. Orahood and FFSI members with the 
e-mails of the individuals who wrote the chapters in case they have concerns or questions 
regarding the course.  Mr. Gill proposed members review the course proposal and discuss at next 
month’s meeting for further discussion.  Mr. Gill thanked everyone on the Volunteer Firefighter 
course workgroup for their work. 
 
FIRE COORDINATOR REPORT, Doug Orahood 
Mr. Orahood distributed the monthly fire report and the numbers include the January 24th 
deadline.  January was a very busy month for renewals and 800 volunteers were processed in the 
last week.  The total registered firefighters, including fire safety inspectors, is 49,719.  Mr. 
Orahood worked with Sue Morris in the Research section and created a report showing the 
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average age of active firefighters by levels which was distributed to committee members.  He is 
working on creating a report showing the average age by county to assist in determining where 
the recruitment and retention efforts need directed.  Mr. Steele requested the certification report 
be broken down by the FDID number to better assist Fire Chiefs.  Mr. Orahood said they can do 
that with the online CE tracking system and will run a report for March’s meeting.   
 
Mr. Orahood and John Kennington attended the Township Trustee Association meeting and they 
received a lot of questions on whether the trustees can access the online CE database to receive 
the reports to ensure their fire departments are getting proper training and certification.  In 
addition to manning an information booth, the Division gave two presentations.   
 
Mr. Orahood presented one exemption request from a firefighter who did not renew on time.  
The individual reported his wife passed away and shortly thereafter, so did another relative.  He 
also said he did not possess the computer knowledge necessary to renew on-line.  The firefighter 
is asking the FFSI committee and Executive Director to waive retesting in order for him to get 
his certificate.  The Division’s recommendation is to deny the request.   
 
ACTION:  Motion to deny the requested exemption to waive retesting.  Steele first.  Gill 
second.  None opposed.  None abstained.  Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Steele said the instructor recommended hour guide does not show the driving hours.  He  
requested it either be updated or removed from the EMS website.  Mr. McLean said it is useful 
because instructors use it to structure their continuing education training.  Mr. Orahood will  
revise and repost to the website.  
 
CHAIR’S REPORT, Phil McLean 
Mr. Holcomb said Mike Dutton is planning a Hazardous Recognition course meeting in March in 
Ashland.   Mr. Gill said the Ohio Fire Chief’s put their two training committees together again 
and he was invited to attend.  He said they mostly discussed the inspector continuing education 
and the Hazardous Recognition class.  Mr. McLean said once the workgroup is done with their 
current projects, they might consider working on the modules for the 120 Level I and the 120 
Level II that Mr. Steele has been working on.   
 
Mr. McLean reported the following: 

• He received a question from a department that wanted to combine the skills for both 
Level I and II into one class and that cannot be done. 

• Mr. Mclean said the 1403 workgroup will meet February 19th at Madison Township to 
develop goals.  The curriculum and objectives are almost complete and when done, the 
entire package will be brought back to the FFSI committee for review. 

• He finalizing the FFSI 2008 accomplishment report, which he will present to the EMS 
Board at their February 18th meeting.  A copy of the finished report will be given to FFSI 
members at the next meeting.  

• Mr. Orahood continues working on the Higher Education project with the Fire Marshal’s 
office and continues to meet with representatives from the Board of Regents to discuss 
the stackable certificates.   

• Ohio is above a lot of other states with the online fire web-based testing.  As an instructor 
who has given this test, he has had minimal issues with the online testing, and when he 
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did, the issue was resolved in a matter of minutes.  Since March 2007, 11,000 individuals 
have been tested. 

• Private companies who provide practical skills for the driving course need a temporary 
CDL permit to be in compliance if they are not affiliated with a fire department.   

• Mr. McLean attended an in-depth thermal imaging training for search and rescue 
provided by Dennis Stout of the Boulder Corporation.  Mr. McLean felt some of the 
information contained in the course could be included when the committee develops   
practical skills for search and rescue. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Rucker said the state’s budget proposed by Governor Strickland will provide the Department 
of Public Safety a permanent funding solution for EMS.  The Division would receive a $1 from 
each abstract driver license fee.  Hearings are ongoing and a resolution is expected in March. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
No old business was brought forward. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
ACTION: Motion to adjourn.  Mankins first. Steele second.  None opposed.  Motion 
approved. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 11:34 AM. 
 


