
EMS REGIONALIZATION PHYSICIANS ADVISORY BOARD 
~  REGION 8  ~ 

January 24th, 2008, 1:00 p.m.; Akron, Ohio 
MINUTES 

 
 

Board Members Present:  Drs. Campensa, Gradisek, Mencl, Lutes, Kyriakedes, and Steer 
 
Board Members Absent:  Drs. Bartkowski, Baumgardner, Fallon, and Bulgrin 
 
Guests Present:  Jon Zalewski, Jeff Funai, Vicki Broadway, Anne Moss, Susan Forgacs, Chief 
Dale Evans, Rita Chambers, Jim Willoughby, Joshua Thomas, Chris Bower, Greg McCamish, 
John Mason, Kobe Brooks, and Ellen Owens.       
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:    
 Meeting was called to order by Ross Campensa, M.D., FACEP, at 1303 and 

introductions were made.   
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT: 
 Dr. Campensa reported on both the RPAB Chairpersons meeting and the All 

Member meetings that were held since the last Region VIII meeting.   
 
 Miscellaneous: One of the subjects discussed was attempting to make sure that all 

of the RPABs have representation from Physicians specializing in Pediatrics. It was 
noted that Region VIII does, via Dr. Lutes from CHMCA. Furthermore, Dr. 
Campensa is going to follow up with Dr. Bartkowski to ascertain his ongoing 
interest and availability.  Dr. Gradisek followed up with a request to examine the 
possibility of adding Dr. Gregory Smith to the Region VIII Physicians Advisory 
Board. He has expressed interest. Dr. Campensa will follow up on this item.  

  
National Scope of Practice: The educational component and instructional 
guidelines associated with the national scope of practice are still being developed. 
Of note, however, is that the National Registry is the certifying body for providers 
in the State of Ohio and they are pushing for a requirement that all students who sit 
for their test must be graduates of a nationally accredited training program. We are 
currently blessed to have two local accredited programs, AGMC and Summa. Ellen 
Owens added that this is all in support of and consistent with the EMS Agenda for 
the future, which called for all training from an accredited body. The body 
expressed some concerns with one organization pulling too many strings. Concerns 
may be directed to Dr. Hatch at 

George W. Hatch JR., EdD, LP, EMT-P 
Executive Director (Extension 112) 
E-mail: george@coaemsp.org 
 
CoAEMSP Executive Office Staff 
Phone 817-330-0080   Fax: 817-330-0089 
4101 W. Green Oaks Blvd. 
Suite 305-599 

 Arlington, TX  76016 
 



Regional Physicians Advisory Board 
Region 8 Minutes 
Page 2  

 
HB 375: Currently, the RPAB regions are different from the Homeland Security 
EMS Regions in the State and this causes some confusion. Part of this bill is 
looking to unify regions and foster increased participation in some of the RPABs. 
There is likely to be some redistricting and the new RPABs will mirror the 
Homeland Security regions. We are likely to become RPAB – 5B. Ellen reported 
that the State sent out a notice seeking input from around the State and they got 
almost no response. As it stands now, there is a review under way to look at 
reorganizing the roles and responsibilities of the RPAB and then they will move on 
to redrawing the regions. Dr. Campensa added that there is some movement toward 
developing  regional EMS Committees, sort of a regional State EMS Board 
corollary. He also stated that it appears as though some of the impetus behind the 
changes is to use organized and active RPAB regions to cover the less involved and 
less organized RPAB regions.   

  
 Liability Insurance: Dr. Campensa encouraged everyone to check with their 

employer and ensure they are covered. EMS Medical Directors need liability 
coverage and your employer may not carry it for you.  

  
 Chempack: The State is looking for volunteers to receive more advanced training 

on the Chempack. The idea is that these people would be able to deploy with the 
Chempack and oversee the use and distribution of the assets. There was some 
discussion over who’s responsibility this really is, but if you are interested, please e-
mail Dr. Cunningham at docmaynard@earthlink.net.  
 
Tactical EMS: A committee has been put together at the State regarding Tactical 
EMS. It is a sub-committee under the Homeland Security Committee of the State 
Board of EMS. They are looking at a State-wide certification and curriculum for 
Tactical EMS, contact Mark Resanovich at Rose@cityofgreen.org (the chair of the 
committee) if you are interested in serving or if you have input.   

 
 Calendar:  
  May 13th – The Star of Life Awards in Columbus.  
  May 14th – Next RPAB Chairpersons Meeting. 

                         
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 Data Collection  
 There is a reorganization underway that will combine IRSAC and the trauma 

registry. Looking to have a single data collection committee.    
 
 Performance Improvement  
 No report. Just a note that if a complaint made it to the RPAB level, this is the 

committee that would review it.  
 

  Medical Protocols     
 
Dr. Campensa asked that the Board re-review the Region VIII protocol and ensure 
that it is up to date. He asked that if you have any interest in helping with the review 
or in leading the review of any particular section, please contact him via e-mail. 
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He requested that Children’s Hospital lead the review of the Pediatric portion of the 
protocol.    

 
 EMS Training and Continuing Education    

Dr. Lutes will continue to forward any items she has to the State so they can post it 
on their website.  

  
 EMS Equipment     
 No report.   
   
               Medical Directors     

No report. The Committee will be preserved in the event one of the Region VIII 
squads loses its Medical Director; this committee will function as the Medical 
Director until the squad can secure a new one.                

   
Research and Experimental Procedures     
No report.    

                       
 Restocking     

Dr. Campensa reported that he has a meeting scheduled with Marianne Lorini to 
review the ARHA position on re-stocking CPAP. His information includes a study 
that shows that re-stocking CPAP has been proven to be cost effective for hospitals.  
       

OLD BUSINESS: 
No old business was brought before the committee.  

 
NEW BUSINESS:    

 
DNR: Dr. Campensa reviewed a DNR memo from the State concerning possible 
changes to the State-wide DNR policy. The current system is not always followed 
and they are looking at ways to be more specific.  
EMT-B 12-Lead Acquisition: A discussion was held concerning the provision in 
the States EMS Scope of Practice that requires a Paramedic to be on scene in order 
for an EMT-B to attach and acquire a 12-Lead EKG. Our group believes EMT-Bs 
should be able to acquire 12-Leads as it is a non-invasive procedure and there is 
value in capturing another set of data from that specific point in time. There is a 
study that shows EMT-B acquired 12-Leads, when transmitted to the ER, can 
reduce the time it takes the patient to reach the emergent cardiac catheterization lab. 
Our committee was advised that they should contact the State’s Medical Oversight 
Committee to try to change the Scope of Practice. They meet on the Tuesday before 
the Wednesday State Board of EMS Meeting.  
State EMS Board Website: Now has information about grant applications, has 
information on proposed geriatric trauma triage rules, and has performance 
improvement statistics from 2003-2006.  

 
GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
 

Nothing was brought forward for the good of the order.  
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ADJOURNMENT:   
 Meeting adjourned at 1430 hours.   
  
 Next meeting information – July 24th, 2008 at 1330 
 
  
        

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jeff Funai 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminder:        You may reach Dr. Campensa by ………………                     
                         e-mail:  deross@raex.com     
                         Phone:  (330) 615-3940 
 


