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Committee Members Present:   Mark Resanovich, Chairperson, Tom Collins, Jeff Cooper, 
Carol Cunningham, Ellen Owens, Jong Kim, Howard Mell, Willard (Chuck) Milam, Bob 
Neidhardt, John Pakiela, Richard Rucker, Robert Ruetenik, John Sands, Drew Stephens, 
Don Waggoner, and Thomas Wieczorek.  
 
Additional Staff Present:  Heather Reed   
 
The regular meeting of the Tactical EMS (TEMS) Committee was called to order at 3:10 
PM by chairperson, Mr. Resanovich.   
    
Minutes of the February 19, 2008 meeting was accepted without change. 
 
Mr. Resanovich provided a brief history of the formation of the committee and the 
discussion from the first meeting in February.  All present introduced themselves to the 
group and provided a summary of their background and experience. 
 
Mr. Resanovich reminded the group that this will be a long process with lots of ideas 
tossed out for discussion.  He has already received e-mails expressing concern over 
what the committee is doing.  Mr. Resanovich reinforced to the committee members the 
importance of being careful in how information is presented outside the meetings.  We 
do not want misinformation to result in opposition to the project before we start moving 
forward. 
 
Mr. Resanovich stated the committee members will need to work outside the regular 
meetings and that he will be selecting a co-chair to help keep things on track. 
 
 Mr. Rucker discussed the results of a survey of the states pertaining to TEMS licensure, 
advising that few states had any form of licensure but several were interested in seeing 
what Ohio develops. 
 
Mr., Resanovich asked for reports on the assignments made at the last meeting.      
Meeting adjourned at 11:27.  
 
Mr. Wieczorek reported for John Kubincanek who had been asked to look at the East 
coast region.  Mr. Wieczorek reported that he will be receiving information from the 
Massachusetts State Police.  Also, New York will be providing contact information for its 



TEMS director.  He is still researching Delaware and South Carolina.   Dr. Cunningham 
provided a contact person for Connecticut.  Mr. Wieczorek will provide a copy of the 
power point presentation taught at Cuyahoga Community College to the members. 
 
Mr. Funai reported on his findings regarding the West coast.  Washington and Arizona 
have no statewide system or certification.  There are TEMS, mostly made up of members 
of the EMS/Fire departments on loan to the SWAT teams.  There is some oversight at the 
county level.  Both have local medical oversight.  California seems to be attempting the 
same process as Ohio.  The Emergency Medical Services Authority is working with the 
police officers to develop a standard training program.  There is no endorsement of any 
one program, but the International School of Tactical Medicine program seems to be the 
primary program.  Looking at about 80 hours of instruction, including both medical and 
law enforcement components.  They have not yet tackled the issue of requiring all 
personnel to have medical background with additional tactical training versus personnel 
with tactical training being provided medical training. 
 
Dr. Mell reported on the Midwest region.  Minnesota is authorizing the formation of 
teams.  Currently only have two teams in place.  In Illinois, everything is regionalized for 
EMS.  They have control over anyone providing medical care, including law enforcement.  
Medical control is at the local level.  Wisconsin and Iowa are trying to develop a state 
authorization for TEMS. 
 
Dr. Mell also reported on the International perspective.  Domestic Security Protective 
Medicine is run much like the secret service for the President, with training to include 
defensive driving, use of an automobile as a weapon, blocking of roadways, etc.  There 
is also the war fighter model with military and police connected. 
 
Dr. Stephens provided a handout outlining the differences between military and civilian 
medical care which he stated was pulled from several sources.  He will also be looking at 
the new Ranger protocol from 2007.  In most cases military personnel are going through 
2 ½ to 3 years of training before they are operational, which certainly is not what we are 
looking at for TEMS. 
 
Mr. Neidhardt reported on the Southwest region indicating nothing is being done other 
than encouraging personnel to get the highest level of training available.  Dr. Mell added 
that some states are looking at it from a medical specialty standpoint for physicians.  
Dr. Kim reported that in Texas, it is agency dependent.  He has some models he can 
share with the committee. 
 
Mr. Resanovich reiterated that the common theme we are hearing from the other states 
is “when you have something – let us know”.  Dr. Cooper expressed concern that some 
areas with only one or two events per year could not afford to have a TEMS team is we 



make it too restrictive.  Dr. Mel suggested it is similar to HazMat, with some 
departments wanting all the equipment but can’t do it. 
 
Mr. Resanovich stated the committee would move forward under the premise that we 
want to go the certification route.  We need to develop a TEMS model, taking into 
consideration how it will impact communities around the state. 
 
Dr. Mel suggested medical control should be a two tier model.  Perhaps the state could 
be divided into 5 regions with the EMS Board appointing physicians to serve in this 
capacity.  Dr. Mell suggested the RPAB might serve in this capacity, although 
membership may need to be expanded to get the appropriate personnel.   Mr. 
Resanovich advised that wh8ile, some of the RPAB regions are very active, others are not 
and that there were geographical challenges to take into consideration.  Dr. 
Cunningham suggested it may work better to establish requirements for local TEMS 
medical control. 
 
Mr. Resanovich stated there are basically two pieces that need to be addressed in 
building a TEMS model – the medical direction piece and the EMS Provider piece.  There 
maybe be overlap between the two, but we only have oversight for the EMTs. 
 
Dr. Cooper asked what exactly we are trying to fix with the development of this model.  
Dr. Cunningham stated there are issues with the level of training – it varies greatly from 
one area to another.  There is also a liability issue with triage for tactical situations 
being different than triage for standard role of the EMT.  The issue of consistency in 
continuing education also needs to be addressed.  This is a major concern in the event 
of a major incident, with the need to call in outside assistance. 
 
Mr. Rucker was asked about the results of the survey from several years ago – is there a 
data base of TEMS teams in the state?  Mr. Rucker indicated there was not a data base 
since so few responded indicating they had a team at the time of the survey.  Another 
survey, electronic this time, could be done if needed.  Dr. Mel questioned whether a 
survey at this time would simply raise more concerns with more requests to be on the 
committee.   
 
The question of whether EMS should be deputized was raised.  It was the consensus that 
this should be determined at the local level.  
 
Mr. Resanovich divided the committee into three groups to begin work on the on the 
model, emphasizing the need for all pieces to fit together.  The medical direction piece 
will need to establish how it will work in the TEMS environment.  The EMS provider piece 
will need to look at a tiered system and the issue of grandfathering existing TEMS 
personnel.  The legislative piece will need to address the scope of practice, standards of 
care and liability issues. 



 
Dr. Stephens will obtain a copy of the military model.  The committee members from the 
Toledo area and Dr. Cunningham will work on the medical director piece.  Mr. 
Resanovich, Mr. Funai, Dr. Stephens, John Kubincanek, Tom Wieczorek and Dr. Pakiela 
will work on the EMS provider piece.  Mr. Rucker, Heather Reed and EMS staff will work 
on the legislative piece of the model.   Dr. Mell was asked to look at law enforcement – 
what are their needs and perceptions. 
 
Mr. Resanovich asked that each group bring concrete ideas to the next meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:05 pm. 
 
Next meeting:  April 15, 2008 – 3:00 pm – ODPS Rm 134                   
 
Next meeting will March 18, 2008 @ 10 am – ODOT Lower Level – Conference Room A 
  


