
Tactical EMS Committee Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2008 
 
Committee Members Present:   Mark Resanovich, Chair, Dr. Thomas Collins, Dr. Carol 
Cunningham, Dr. Matt Evenhouse, Jeff Funai, Chief Ken Hinkle, Dr. Jong Kim, Dr. Donald 
Locasto, Dr. Howard Mell, Dr. John Pakiela, Smokey Solze, and Thomas Wieczorek.  
 
ODPS / Division of EMS Staff Present:  Heather Reed Frient, Chuck Milam, Ellen Owens, 
Richard Rucker, Robert Ruetenik, John Sands. 
 
Others Present:  Chief MarkBurgess, EMS Board Chair   
 
Call To Order: 
The regular meeting of the Tactical EMS (TEMS) Committee was called to order at 3:00 PM by 
Mr. Resanovich.   
 
Mr. Resanovich welcomed the new members and advised minutes from past meetings were 
available.  If anyone would like copies, see Ms. Owens.  Introductions were made by those in 
attendance.  Mr. Resanovich reviewed the mission of the committee for the new members – 
to develop a stand alone certification for TEMS to support law enforcement in tactical 
situations. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Dr. Cunningham noted a correction needed in the spelling of Dr. Mell’s last name.  Motion 
by Mr. Milam, seconded by Dr. Cunningham, to accept the minutes of the April 15, 2008 
meeting as corrected.  Motion carried. 
 
Information Updates / General Discussion Points: 
Dr. Locasto provided an overview of his work with TEMS in Cincinnati, advising that it 
included physicians only at this time. 
 
Concerned was expressed regarding provider liability, not only medical liability but general 
liability.  It was noted that some EMTs are currently functioning as TEMS without medical 
direction.  It was also noted that some medical directors are not aware that the EMT is 
running with SWAT teams. 
 
Although it has been decided to stay away from the issue of medical directors, it was 
suggested that there may be a need to develop some guidelines to assist the medical 
director. 
 
Dr. Cunningham noted that the Lapri Scali & Company Insurance Service does offer coverage 
for tactical physicians, but requires the physician to complete some type of a course. 



  
Chief Hinkle advised the Chiefs of Police are looking for some credentialing they can 
embrace and endorse as an organization to cover their liability if someone is injured at a 
scene. 
 
Brainstorming Session – Building a model of TEMS: 
 Those in attendance were broken up into two groups and asked to brainstorm regarding a 
TEMS model for Ohio. 
 
Group 1 reported they had discussed a single tier model requiring EMT-Basic certification or 
higher.  They felt law enforcement preferred one tier to decrease confusion.  The down side 
would be the training of EMTs to perform skills outside their normal scope of practice and 
having them encounter similar patient care situations in their normal work environment.  
They also discussed a train-the-trainer concept for a “buddy care” system. 
 
Group 2 reported there discussion included the need to have a medical director if you were 
calling yourself a TEMS unit.  The individual would enter the program at their level of EMS 
certification.  The scope of practice would not change, just the way situations would be 
handled in a tactical environment.  All levels would need to complete tactical training.  Chief 
Burgess reported he saw it as having those who need an awareness level of training, an 
operations level (for working in the hot zone) and a technical level (EMS cert level).  It was 
also suggested that an EMS instructor who is tactical trained could provide self care or 
buddy care training to law enforcement.  It was also suggested that we need to coordinate 
what we do with the NIMS tactical typing. 
 
Concern was expressed that instructor qualifications could not be required if the training 
did not lead to a certification for law enforcement. 
 
Mr. Resanovich suggested we pull from both groups and create a two tier system, with 
Paramedics at one level and lower EMS certifications at another.  There was discussion of 
whether there was a need for a First Responder tactical level.  The only interest would be 
from law enforcement that already has tactical training.   
 
Mr. Resanovich asked the committee members to look at developing, for the next meeting, 
an advanced skill set for the EMT-I and EMT-P, and a basic skill set for the EMT-Basic. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:40 pm. 
 
Next meeting:  June 17, 2008 – 3:00 pm – ODPS Rm 134                   
 
 


