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STATE OF OHIO 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BOARD   

TRAUMA COMMITTEE  
TRAUMA REGISTRY ADVISORY SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Co-Chaired by: Barry Knotts and Nancie Bechtel 
 
Date & Location: March 16, 2011 at ODPS, Room 134, Columbus, Ohio   
 
Attendance:  Debra Allen, James Begley, Sally Betz, Roxanna Giambri, Vickie Graymire, Kathy Haley, 
Renae Kable, Erika O’Neal, Mike Nowak, Maria Penrose, Wendy Pomerantz., Terri Stewart, Richard 
Treat, Patti Wilczewski 
 
ODPS Staff in Attendance:  Sue Morris, Toni Tester 
 

Others in Attendance: 
An audience sign-in sheet is on file in the Division of EMS office. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS – Ms. Bechtel called the meeting to order at 1:02 pm.  Members and 
everyone present introduced themselves. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 
It was noted that the time of the meeting is at 1:00 PM. 
 
MOTION: Pomerantz moved to approve the November minutes with above noted changes by consensus, 
second by Steward.  
 
VOTE:  All in favor, none against, no abstentions.  Motion approved. 
 
YEAR-END SUMMARY OF TRAS’ 2010 WORK 
 
The document listing the work and accomplishments of the TRAS was shared. 
 
UPDATES FROM THE JANUARY 12

TH
 (2011) STATE TRAUMA COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
The TRAS Quorum and Meeting Policies were approved.  Please make note that there is an attendance 
requirement of 66% attendance at the meeting over two year period.   
 
In a discussion of the Trauma PI committee, Ms. Stewart, Ms. Wilczewski, Dr. Knotts and Ms. Graymire 
would like to serve as representatives.  TRAS would like to be available to represent the data portion on 
any committee such as the Trauma Committee or EMS Board. 
 
TRAS’ WORK IN RELATION TO A COMMERCIAL VENDOR FOR TACR 
 
Ms. Bechtel reported on the commercial vendor workgroup.  Ms Haley will follow up with the Trauma 
Committee; Ms Graymire will follow up with the EMS Board to clarify where the formal process goes to 
approve the vendor.  Vendors to have their site avail to trial in 30 days.  It was discussed about the 
availability to add both a burn and rehab registry.  Ms. Haley requested to have report prior Trauma 
Committee. 
 
Dr. Begley asked if the purchase of the commercial product will contain an upgrade of the Rehab 
Registry.  Ms. Bechtel reported that as we set up the fields there is the possibility to include those fields to 
new data dictionary and would increase connectivity of the data. 
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TRAS’ PROPOSED WORK FOR 2011 FROM LAST MEETING 
 
Unique Injury identifier number 
 
Discussion of how a joint registry advisory committee is being discussed.  A lit search would be needed.  
Mike Norwalk states his area is looking at doing a pilot study on linking data.  This will be rolling out in the 
next couple months.  Currently they will be working with Cleveland EMS and then will be adding in 
additional agencies.  The trauma patient would be banded.  He reported they are applying for and EMS 
grant and other funding within their region.  Ms. Bechtel questioned how the number would be continued 
on if the band was removed. Dr. Begley asked what the success is in Oregon.  They are pleased.  
Consensus decision was reached that any further work would be tabled until the unique pt identifier pilot 
program is completed.  The North Ohio Trauma System would be invited to present. 
 
Burn registry 
 
TRAS wants to have a check done to find out how many hospitals are reporting burn data.  They are 
looking for compliance of data.  Motion to form a workgroup of burn center representatives and TRAS to 
look at the data fields needed to better collect burn data.  Volunteering to work on the project were Dr. 
Pomerantz, Ms. O’Neal and Ms. Harrison 
 
MOTION: Dr. Treat moved to approve to review the problem and bring a recommendation back to this 
committee, second by Dr. Pomerantz.  
 
VOTE:  All in favor, none against, no abstentions.  Motion approved 
 
Increase TACR Reliability and Utilization 
 
This was tabled until the new software product is rolled out. 
 
FOLLOW-UP FROM SEPTEMBER 15, 2010 MEETING: DATA REVIEW 
 
Dr. Knotts presented the data review of Geriatric Trauma Data representing patients with and age equal 
to or greater that 70 with a Cause E Code of 855.9 which is for Ground level fall caused by slipping or 
tripping.  This data, although useful is no longer needed. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
TRAS would like to see what the process is for checking the data fields.  Ms. Tester reported that while 
completing a data request it was noted that an unusually high proportion of ED Disposition of “Other” in 
the years 08 and 09.  It was found to be a set up error with some users in their software.  Ms. Tester is to 
report out as soon as the problem has been rectified.  Followed was a discussion of Hospital Discharge to 
be the same as ED disposition to be the same at transfer to state if Hospital discharge disposition was for 
a patient that was not admitted.  Ms. Cookman is to contact CDM to make this change.   
 
2011 MEETING DATES 
 
Meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of the odd numbered months at 1:00 PM. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Meeting adjourned at 3:35 PM. 
 

 
 


