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Motorcycle Ohio 
BRC Skill Evaluation Documentation 

 
Excerpts from Definitions & Guidelines – March 2005 

 
 
Instructor Role – The instructor, when conducting the BRC skill evaluation, is functioning as a BRC Instructor, not a state 
license examiner.  While some of the functions are similar, there are also many differences.  Motorcycle Ohio considers 
each instructor to be an Instructor throughout the entire BRC and skill evaluation.  It is not appropriate for an instructor to 
provide the students with information about how to “beat the test” or minimize the points.  It is the instructor’s responsibility 
and role to read the information on the range cards and conduct the evaluations according to standards. 
 
Non-discriminatory – each instructor shall comply with all applicable state and federal laws which prohibit discrimination 
based upon race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, handicap, disability, ancestry or religion.  Score each 
student and each attempt on each evaluation as it is completed.  Every student who scores less than 21 has passed the 
skill evaluation. 
 
Student Practice –After completion of Ex. 17, any or all evaluations can be set up and practiced by the students prior to 
administering the skill evaluation. The Instructor can provide coaching (feedback) during practice time only.  The BRC 
also defines coaching as providing “direct instruction”, which is needed to tell the students what is expected during each of 
the BRC skill evaluations.  Once any component of the evaluation has begun, each of the four evaluations must be 
completed without additional practice or instructor feedback.  It is not permissible to practice one evaluation, then test the 
students, then practice another evaluation, then test the students and so forth. 
 
Instructor Preparation – prior to conducting your first course of the year (and prior to every course if you are not 
teaching on a regular basis), review the score sheet and range cards so that you are well prepared to conduct the skill 
evaluation in an accurate and efficient manner.  Practice using the stop watch and finding the time on the charts as part of 
the pre-course preparation.  It is not fair to the students to have to sit in line under various weather conditions and while 
under the normal stress of the skill evaluation while an instructor reads the information and prepares to administer the 
test.  A professional has prepared and is ready to perform before the students arrive.  Communicate and coordinate with 
the other instructor to ensure the best possible experience for the students.  Work hard to become competent skill 
evaluators.  Welcome observations and feedback from the other instructor. 
 
Instructor Responsibility – each instructor has a professional responsibility to conduct the skill evaluation according to 
standards and to report inappropriate or unacceptable skill evaluation practices to the Motorcycle Ohio staff.  Every effort 
should be made at the course site by the course instructors to identify, discuss and resolve skill evaluation issues at the 
time they occur.  If resolution cannot be obtained, seek advice and support from the designated management personnel. 
 
Cornering Walk-thru - Allowing riders to ride through the path once, to re-familiarize them with the path of travel, is 
acceptable as long as it is done during practice time prior to the skill evaluation.  Any of the students may walk the path of 
travel.  Straddle walking is not an acceptable alternative.  Once the skill evaluation has begun, all four evaluations must 
be conducted without interruption, without additional practice for the students, and without feedback from the instructors. 
 
Order of Evaluations - The four skill evaluations may run in the order provided on the score sheet, or any order deemed 
appropriate for the conditions that day.  (IG VII 84) 
 
Overall Scoring Procedure – as a student completes an evaluation, the Instructor should observe the performance and 
mark the appropriate items on the score sheet.  Make sure you are recording the information in the correct column and 
row for each entry.  Do not total the skill evaluation until all four skill evaluations have been completed by all students.  
After all students have completed all four skill evaluations, give the students a break so that you can privately total each 
evaluation for each student and compile the total score for each student for the four skill evaluations.  Next, double check 
your math and confirm the final score.  Finally, debrief the students individually to review their score.  
 
It is not acceptable to remove points from a student, who has accumulated enough points to fail the skill evaluation, 
because an instructor believes that they performed at an acceptable level during the course or feels that the student is 
capable of passing the evaluation.  The student must demonstrate performance during the official administration of the 
skill evaluation.  The re-test policy may give this student another opportunity to pass the skill test. 
 
Benefit of the Doubt – when evaluating a student, the instructor is expected to be in the best position to evaluate the 
activity and provide a fair and accurate score for that attempt.  When you give the student the signal to begin their turn, it 
is expected that your giving the signal means that you are in position, prepared to observe and assess the attempt, and 
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that the stop watch (if used for the evaluation) is ready for use.  If you truly could not tell that an error was made, the 
student is to be given the benefit of the doubt. This should be a rare occurrence and not the norm. 
 
Failing Score – If a student falls or drops the motorcycle, the instructor should apply their judgment to determine if the 
student is ready to safely continue the test (e.g., injury, stress, etc.).  Obtaining a score of 21 points or greater, or dropping 
the motorcycle during an evaluation, should not be the only criteria used for terminating the skill evaluation for a student.  
If able to do so, continuing the skill evaluation can help the student to gain a true picture of their riding skills or abilities.  If 
in doubt, have the student discontinue the skill evaluation for the best interest of their safety and well-being. 
 
Automatic Failure – Intentional unsafe act (instructor judgment; wheelies; riding across the range when not instructed 
to; leaves the designated parking lot practice area; failure to put the side-stand up; falls or drops motorcycle, ie: from the 
time the student is given the signal to begin the evaluation until the student has completed the evaluation – the time riding 
back into line and sitting in line does not count unless the instructor judges the incident to be the result of an intentional 
unsafe act); failure to wear required protective equipment or clothing during the skill evaluation; interfering with 
another student.  If all four skill evaluations have been completed, but the course has not been completed and the 
students have not been officially dismissed, the instructor may fail a student for an unsafe act or inappropriate behavior. 
 
Re-testing – questions were raised about the safety or appropriateness of re-testing a student who fell down or dropped 
the motorcycle during the skill evaluation.  Discussions with an expert in liability issues and other safety professionals 
were held to obtain additional information.  The skill evaluation involves physical skills and can result in a student’s failure 
to perform at any given time.  This does not automatically mean that they are not capable of performing the test safely on 
a re-test situation.  The instructor should apply their judgment and not allow a re-test if in their professional judgment the 
student is not ready to safely participate in the test (e.g., injury, stress, etc.). 
 
Maximum number of attempts – for the Quick Stop and Swerve, no rider will receive more than two attempts.  For the 
U-Turn and Cornering, each rider receives one attempt. 
 
U-Turn – did not attempt to complete either the right or left u-turn (maximum 8 points); completes two right or two left u-
turns (6 points); power walks through all or most of the test (8 points).  It is acceptable to start the U-Turn from either 
direction. 
 
Swerve – swerving in the wrong direction (did not swerve to the right).  If the second chance has not been used for speed 
or anticipation, allow a second chance.  If the same error is repeated or the second chance has been used, score the 
maximum 15 points). The starting point for a second attempt is the exit of the U-Turn. 
 
Anticipates (Quick Stop or Swerve) – any deceleration “before the cue cones”. 
 
Cornering – this evaluation can be conducted to the right or to the left.  No path of travel points are deducted on the first 
curve. 
 
Looks down – can see back of neck; chin bar of helmet dips; eyeballs down for longer than a quick glance.  Looking over 
the top of the glasses and glancing down is not a “looks down”. 
 
Timing of the Cornering Arc – timing begins with the leading edge of the front tire crossing the plane of the first cue 
cones and ends with the leading edge of the front tire crossing the plane of the last cue cones (the 135 degree arc).  
Instructors should use cones for the spots marked on the range cards.  The decision to use additional cones is left to the 
Instructors but keep in mind that additional cones on the outside edge of the path can affect traction and stability. The 
preferred method is to use chalk or paint to enhance the 135 degree arc. 
 
Decelerates in the turn – decelerations are monitored throughout the entire 135 degree arc on the second curve.  Rider 
exits the arc slower than entered; the headlight or front forks dip; the rider applies one or both brakes; the brake light is 
activated; you hear the engine decel; the rider rolls off the throttle or you see the right grip twist; the rider squeezes the 
clutch; the rider is slowing down or coasting as they ride past the entrance cue cones;  the rider coasts through the turn; 
the rider has a late throttle roll-on (does not begin throttle roll-on by the cones marking the entrance to the 135 degree 
arc).  The following statement does not reflect a decel: “if the rider is not accelerating they are decelerating.” 


