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e Emergency Management Agency 1970 West Broad Street
e Emergency Medical Services P.O. Box 182081
¢ Office of Criminal Justice Services Columbus, Ohio 43218-2081
e Ohio Homeland Security (614) 466-2550
e Ohio Investigative Unit www.publicsafety.ohio.gov
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Ohio State Highway Patrol

Update: Puerto Rico Birth Certificate Validation
October 29, 2010

In line with Puerto Rican law, effective Monday, November 1, 2010, Ohio's BMV - like
the BMVs in other states - can only accept certified copies of Puerto Rican birth
certificates that are issued on or after July 1, 2010.

It is the BMV’s goal to assure that every resident receives quality customer service and
that we explore every option available to verify the required elements of Name, Date of
Birth, Social Security Number (if ever assigned), Proof of Ohio residency, and Proof of
legal presence or citizenship.

Assistance from the Ohio BMV

To assist residents who have not yet received their new Puerto Rico-issued birth
certificate or who may have questions about the law, the BMV will continue its enhanced
customer service efforts to assist in identifying other forms of documentation that can be
used to verify the identity of those applying for an Ohio driver license or state
identification card.

If a local Deputy Registrar is unable to verify identity based on the documents provided
to them, the Deputy Registrar will give copies of these documents, along with the
customer’s contact information to the customer service representatives.

The customer service representatives will work closely with residents to identify, retrieve
and review any additional documents he or she may have, including documents beyond
those on the BMV’s acceptable documents list, that we may be able to use to verify
identity. The acceptable documents list can be  found at:
http://bmv.ohio.gov/acceptable id _documents.stm. The customer service representative
will work efficiently to resolve these issues as quickly as possible, but it may take a few
days and they will need accurate contact information for you. Should additional
information be needed, an in-person follow up may be necessary to go over documents
or verify your identity.

If you have any questions about how to obtain an Ohio driver license or state
identification card, please visit your local Deputy Registrar.

A list of Deputy Registrars and their hours can be found at:
http://bmv.ohio.gov/county Ist.stm.
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Process for Obtaining an Ohio Driver License or State ID Card:
To obtain an Ohio driver license or state identification card, customers must be able to
prove the following five items to a Deputy Registrar:

e Name, Date of Birth, Social Security Number (if ever assigned), Proof of Ohio
residency, and Proof of legal presence or citizenship. Examples of documents
that prove each of these five items can be found at:
http://bmv.ohio.gov/acceptable id documents.stm or attached at the end of this
document.

e A Birth Certificate is the most commonly used document to verify Name and Date
of Birth as well as Legal Presence. In most cases, Ohio accepts either an original
or certified copy of a birth certificate with a seal, issued by an appropriate
government agency, that also contains gender.

¢ Additional documentation may be required if the documentation provided is
questionable or does not adequately verify one of the required items. On a case-
by-case basis, the BMV is willing to review other documents that are not on the
acceptable documents list to prove one or more of the five required items.

The Ohio Department of Public Safety and Bureau of Motor Vehicles strongly
recommend that Ohio residents who have a specific need for their Puerto Rican birth
certificate related to the usage of this document for official purposes (such as passport,
driver license or state identification card application) request a new birth certificate
immediately, if they have not done so already.

To do this, customers may visit the Government of Puerto Rico’'s Web site at
www.pr.gov for more information and to use its online application process to apply for a
newly certified Puerto Rican birth certificate.
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For more information, please contact the BMV at (614) 752-7600.
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