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former prescription drug abusers, physicians, and 
drug policy experts. According to Rep. Mary 
Bono Mack, 7 million people age 12 or older 
regularly abuse prescription drugs, the most 
common of which are painkillers, stimulants and 
depressants. Members of the committee spoke 
about the potential for federal involvement, 
including public education, increasing 
monitoring of prescription medications, and 
limiting access to prescription drugs by 
coordinating the efforts of local, state and 
national agencies. Governors Scott and Beshear 
briefed the members about monitoring policies 
and law enforcement actions in their states. Both 
agreed that federal intervention and aid to create 
a coalition of local, state and federal agencies is 
needed to combat the problem nationwide.   
 
Source: http://ncja.informz.net/z/
cjUucD9taT0xMTU0Nzk2JnU9NzU5OTg3NjU
yJmxpPTQ5ODU0MTkmbD1odHRwOi8vbmN
qYS5pbmZvcm16Lm5ldC9hZG1pbjMxL2Nvbn
RlbnQvdGVtcGxhdGUuYXNwP3NpZD0yMzc3
MXxicmFuZGlkPTMwMjd8dWlkPTc1OTk4Nz
Y1MnxtaT0xMTU0Nzk2fHB0aWQ9NTQ/
index.html  
 
Senate Judiciary Committee Brings Attention 
to National Crime Victims Rights Week: The 
Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing last 
month to coincide with National Crime Victims 
Week entitled, “Fulfilling our Commitment to 
Support Victims of Crime.” Senators used the 
hearing to call for continued federal support for 
victim services, including raising the cap on the 
annual disbursement allowed from the Victims 
of Crime Act (VOCA) Fund.  
 
Witnesses at the hearing also talked about the 
continuing importance of the Crime Victims’ 

Rights Act (CVRA) which established legal 
rights for victims of crime and authorized 
funding for organizations that provide counsel 
and support services to victims.  
 
Source: http://ncja.informz.net/z/
cjUucD9taT0xMTU0Nzk2JnU9NzU5OTg3Nj
UyJmxpPTQ5ODU0MTgmbD1odHRwOi8vb
mNqYS5pbmZvcm16Lm5ldC9hZG1pbjMxL2
NvbnRlbnQvdGVtcGxhdGUuYXNwP3NpZD0
yMzc3MHxicmFuZGlkPTMwMjd8dWlkPTc1
OTk4NzY1MnxtaT0xMTU0Nzk2fHB0aWQ9
NTQ/index.html 
 
Administration Extends Deadline for 
Increasing Debt Limit; FY12 Appropriations 
Impacted: The Obama Administration recently 
announced that the United States will not reach 
its debt limit until the first week in August. This 
is significant to SAAs and other justice 
practitioners because many in Congress are 
hoping to use the debt limit bill to pass the 
outlines of a broader deal on reducing the long-
term deficit. This could include reductions in 
entitlement spending and/or increases in 
revenue. If Congress were to reach a deal that 
includes entitlement spending, pressure on the 
domestic discretionary programs will be 
reduced as appropriators seek to find additional 
savings in the FY12 appropriations bills. 
 
Source: http://ncja.informz.net/z/
cjUucD9taT0xMTU0Nzk2JnU9NzU5OTg3Nj
UyJmxpPTQ5ODU0MTYmbD1odHRwOi8vb
mNqYS5pbmZvcm16Lm5ldC9hZG1pbjMxL2
NvbnRlbnQvdGVtcGxhdGUuYXNwP3NpZD0
yMzc2OHxicmFuZGlkPTMwMjd8dWlkPTc1
OTk4NzY1MnxtaT0xMTU0Nzk2fHB0aWQ9
NTQ/index.html 
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NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
VOCA Lockbox Bill Introduced in House: 
Reps. Ted Poe (R-TX) and Jim Costa (D-CA) 
introduced a bill last month during National 
Crime Victims Rights Week that would protect 
the Crime Victims Fund from regular federal 
budget procedures. The bill, H.R. 1637, known 
as the VOCA Lockbox bill would take the Fund 
off-budget. This means that balances in the 
Fund, which come from the fines and penalties 
paid by convicted federal offenders, may not be 
used to offset other federal spending without a 
super-majority vote of Congress.  
 
The bill was originally proposed during the 
Bush Administration when there were attempts 
to transfer a portion of the Fund’s balances into 
the General Treasury. The VOCA fund 
currently has a balance of about $6 billion. In 
his floor statement introducing the bill, Poe 
said, “We cannot allow this money to be taken 
from victims of violent crime. This money 
should be placed in a lockbox so it is only used 
by crime victims and victim services.”  
 
Source: http://ncja.informz.net/z/
cjUucD9taT0xMTU0Nzk2JnU9NzU5OTg3Nj
UyJmxpPTQ5ODU0MTcmbD1odHRwOi8vbm
NqYS5pbmZvcm16Lm5ldC9hZG1pbjMxL2Nv
bnRlbnQvdGVtcGxhdGUuYXNwP3NpZD0y
Mzc2OXxicmFuZGlkPTMwMjd8dWlkPTc1O
Tk4NzY1MnxtaT0xMTU0Nzk2fHB0aWQ9NT
Q/index.html 
 
House Committee Holds Hearing on 
Prescription Drug Diversion: A House 
Energy and Commerce subcommittee held a 
hearing last month on the health and public 
safety risks of prescription drug abuse. 
Witnesses included Florida Governor Rick 
Scott, Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear, 

TRAINING/RESOURCES 
Free Grant Writing Seminars:  OCJS is 
hosting free Grant Writing seminars in 2011. 
OCJS’s grant trainings provide an overview 
of identifying grant sources, analyzing pro-
gram objectives, creating a budget, seeking 
letters of support, and writing proposals. Fed-
eral and state grants available to criminal 
justice professionals are discussed. Attendees 

also receive the OCJS publication, Grant Writ-
ing: Identifying and Applying for Funding in a 
Competitive Market. Trainings take place on 
the following dates: June 16,  July 21, August 
18, September 22, October 12, November 7 
and December 14 . Please visit http://
www.ocjs.ohio.gov/GrantTraining_2011.pdf to 
view class  titles. 

All trainings are held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. in the Ohio Department of Public 
Safety’s Motorcycle Classroom, located at 
1970 W. Broad St., Columbus, on the first 
floor. To download and print a training regis-
tration form, visit: http://
publicsafety.ohio.gov/links/
ocjs_TrainingForm.pdf  



FY 2011 OCJS JAG and VAWA Grant 
Opportunities: The Office of Criminal Justices 
Services would like to announce funding 
opportunities for JAG and VAWA. Proposals for 
both programs will be accepted from May 1 to 
May 31.  Due to the amount of detail, it is best to 
visit: http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grants.stm to 
view the “Request for Proposal.” The RFP will 
provide all the information needed to apply for 
funding. 
 
New Funding Opportunity - Striving to 
Reduce Youth Violence Everywhere Through 
Public Health Leadership:  This  grant 
opportunity will provide support to local public 
health departments to work with other sectors in 
their community to stop youth violence before it 
starts. The specific purpose of this cooperative 
agreement is to increase, among local, city, or 
county public health departments, the use of 
comprehensive youth violence prevention 
strategies. 
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GRANTS/FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
financial, human, and time resources needed 
to implement the comprehensive prevention 
plan, and sustain the coalition and the 
programs, policies, and/or practices that were 
successfully implemented during the project. 
 
This Discretionary grant was posted on May 3, 
2011. 
Closing Date for Applications: June 13, 2011.     
Letter of Intent Deadline Date: May 24, 2011.  
Application Deadline Date: June 13, 2011, 
5:00pm Eastern Standard Time. 
Expected Number of Awards: 4 
Estimated Total Program Funding: $ 
4,500,000 
Award Ceiling:  $225,000 
Award Floor:  $210,000 
 
For complete information, please go to: http://
www.grants.gov/search/search.do?
mode=VIEW&oppId=91493  

Public health departments will make use of 
comprehensive youth violence prevention 
strategies that are based on the best available 
evidence. With guidance from CDC STRYVE 
tools, training, and technical assistance, public 
health departments at the local, city, or county 
level will lead a multi-sector coalition within a 
high risk community to 1) develop a 
comprehensive youth violence prevention plan; 
2) implement appropriate and feasible programs, 
policies, and practices (based on best available 
evidence) across multiple social ecological 
levels; 3) track and measure capacity 
improvement in organizational and community 
capacity; 4) develop an evaluation plan that 
tracks and measures the implementation of the 
comprehensive prevention plan as well as 
specific implementation process measures for 
selected programs, policies, and/or practices 
implemented during the project, and multiple 
indicators of youth violence; and 5) develop a 
sustainability plan that identifies the necessary 
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Keeping Kids Safe - What You Need to 
Know  About Bullying Conference: This 
two-day anti-bullying/cyberbullying confer-
ence features nationally recognized keynote 
speakers and experts from across the State of 
Ohio who will present breakout sessions 
regarding the latest research findings, assess-
ment tools, prevention and intervention 
strategies, legislative updates, and other spe-
cial topics related to bullying and cyberbul-
lying.  
 
Conference participants will gain valuable 
insight into the role that bullying behavior 
(and other forms of aggressive behavior) 
play in the lives of their students. Specifi-
cally designed to address the professional 
development needs of educators, administra-
tors, law enforcement, and school-based 
health and mental health staff, the confer-
ence goals include awareness-raising, knowl-
edge development, and skill-building sur-
rounding critical bullying and cyberbullying 
issues. 
 
When: June 10 and 11 
 
Where: Voice of America Learning Center, 
West Chester, Ohio 

For more information, visit: http://
www.units.muohio.edu/csbmhp/workshops/
AntiBullying_BrochureCombined.pdf  

Working with People with Mental Illness 
in Community Corrections Training:  
Persons with mental illness are overrepre-
sented in the criminal justice system with 
offenders 2 to 3 times more likely to have a 
mental disorder than the general population. 
This training will assist community correc-
tions providers in using the latest research to 
apply an evidence-based approach to work-
ing with offenders with mental illness. Par-
ticipants will learn more about how to make 
connections to treatment in the community 
and to operate using the supervision tech-
niques that reduce the risk for recidivism 
among this population.  
 
Participants will be able to: 
• Define mental illness and describe and 

recognize the characteristics associated 
with the major mental illnesses  

• Identify the role of medication in the 
treatment of mental illness  

• Identify suicide risk factors and employ 
suicide intervention strategies 

• Demonstrate familiarity with the core 
principles of the Crisis Intervention 
Team (CIT) model 

• Utilize effective communication skills 
during a crisis situation  

• Gain a better understanding of the local 
community mental health system and 
how to access services with a specific 

focus on assisting clients making the 
transition from the mental health ser-
vices available in the prisons to those 
available in the local community  

 
Credits offered: 6 RCHs and CEUs as well 
as 3 Changing Offender Behavior (COB) 
Credits. 
 
When: May 25, registration from 8:30 
a.m. - to 9 a.m. Program from 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. 
 
Where: Department of Youth Services 
Training Academy, 7990 Dublin Rd., 
Delaware, OH 43015 
 
For more information and to register, visit: 
www.occaonline.org 
 
Rape Crisis Center of Medina and Sum-
mit Counties Summer Session: This 
nonclinical, psycho-educational group is 
open to adult women who have suffered 
sexual assault and/or childhood sexual 
abuse.  If you know someone who would 
like to participate or have any questions, 
please contact Denice at (330) 374-0740 x 
124 before May 31st. 
 
Source: http://www.rccmsc.org/i-need-
help/support.aspx 

TRAINING/RESOURCES CON’T. 


