
  

 

 

                  Bill Analysis 

House Bill 2 
  ( Transportation Budget )     

 
The below text is a brief summary of legislation passed in March 2009, which 
contains new traffic safety law provisions which become effective July 1, 2009. For 
an analysis of the complete bill by the Ohio Legislative Service Commission go to: 
http://lsc.state.oh.us/analyses/analysis128.nsf/C68A7E88E02F43A985256DAD004E48A
A/16CF4F370D922F2E852575AC0042101D?OpenDocument 
 
 
To amend sections 121.51, 133.52, 151.01, 151.09, 151.40, 955.201, 1548.10, 1751.53, 2911.21, 2949.094, 
3304.14, 3719.21, 3905.423, 3923.38, 4141.242, 4141.301, 4163.01, 4163.07, 4501.01, 4501.03, 4501.044, 
4501.06, 4501.21, 4501.34, 4503.04, 4503.042, 4503.07, 4503.10, 4503.103, 4503.182, 4503.19, 4503.191, 
4503.26, 4503.40, 4503.42, 4503.65, 4505.032, 4505.09, 4505.14, 4506.07, 4506.08, 4506.11, 4507.06, 
4507.13, 4507.23, 4507.24, 4507.51, 4507.52, 4509.05, 4511.01, 4511.093, 4511.181, 4511.191, 4511.21, 
4511.213, 4513.03, 4513.263, 4513.34, 4517.021, 4519.02, 4519.03, 4519.04, 4519.08, 4519.09, 4519.10, 
4519.44, 4519.47, 4519.59, 4519.63, 4561.17, 4561.18, 4561.21, 4729.42, 4729.99, 4776.02, 4776.04, 
4928.64, 4928.65, 4981.02, 5501.03, 5501.311, 5501.34, 5502.03, 5502.39, 5502.67, 5502.68, 5515.01, 
5515.07, 5517.011, 5525.15, 5531.09, 5537.07, 5537.99, 5541.05, and 5571.20; to enact sections 5.24, 
121.53, 122.077, 123.153, 3905.425, 3905.426, 4501.026, 4511.108, 4905.801, 4905.802, 4981.40, 
5501.60, 5502.131, 5531.11, 5531.12, 5531.13, 5531.14, 5531.15, 5531.16, 5531.17, 5531.18, 5531.99, 
and 5537.30; to repeal sections 955.202 and 5902.09 of the Revised Code; to amend Section 229.10 of 
Am. Sub. H.B. 67 of the 127th General Assembly, as subsequently amended; and to amend Sections 
217.10, 217.11, 239.10, 241.10, 243.10, 243.11, and 503.40 of Am. Sub. H.B. 562 of the 127th General 
Assembly to make appropriations for programs related to transportation and public safety for the 
biennium beginning July 1, 2009, and ending June 30, 2011, to provide authorization and conditions 
for the operation of those and other programs, to appropriate federal stimulus moneys received 
under the American Recovery Reinvestment Act of 2009, to repeal section 121.53 of the Revised Code 
on September 30, 2013, to further amend sections 1751.53 and 3923.38 of the Revised Code, effective 
January 1, 2010, to revive the law as it existed prior to this act, and to declare an emergency. 
 
Effective date: July 1, 2009 
 
Law Summary: 
 

• Increase in speed limits for motor vehicles weighing in excess of eight 
thousand pounds empty weight or a noncommercial bus from the current 55 
miles per hour to 65 mph. The uniform limit would apply only on certain 
interstate highways. (This new language was added into the (D) section. 
Citations for violation of the 65 MPH zones for such vehicles will be issued 
for violation of 4511.21D2.  

 



 
 

• Requires vehicle headlights to be on at any time when the windshield 
wipers of the vehicle are in use because of precipitation on the windshield.  
A provision in the bill mandates that it is a secondary offense and will have 
a six-month phase in. Warnings only shall be issued until December 31, 
2009. Enforcement under 4513.03 for this violation can commence on 
January 1, 2010.  

 
• Expands the definition of "bicycle" to include those with two wheels in the 

front and one wheel in the rear.  
 

• Adds that a concrete transport truck, transporting and mixing concrete, to 
the list of vehicles that may exceed statutory weight limits by 7.5% on non-
interstate highways.  

 
• Allows violations of 5537.16 of the Revised Code in regard to allowable 

axle or vehicle loads to be fined in accordance with division (A) of section 
5577.99 of the Revised Code when occurring on the Ohio Turnpike.    

 
• Adds emergency vehicles and road service vehicles to the “Move Over 

Slow Down” law. 4511.213 
 
"Emergency vehicle" means emergency vehicles of municipal, township, or 
county departments or public utility corporations when identified as such as 
required by law, the director of public safety, or local authorities, and motor 
vehicles when commandeered by a police officer. 
 
"Road service vehicle" means wreckers, utility repair vehicles, and state, 
county, and municipal service vehicles equipped with visual signals by 
means of flashing, rotating, or oscillating lights. 

 
 


