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New Bald Eagle Plate

JANUARY
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday
Observed—January 20

FEBRUARY
Child Passenger Safety Week—February 9-15

The newly redesigned Bald Eagle plate, which features both our national bird and the American flag,
began being issued on September 20, 2002. The original plate featured only the bald eagle. Ohio
Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV), Rep. Robert Latta (R-Wood County) and the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR) worked together to create the new plate design.

Last year, after the attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and also on United Flight 93, Rep.
Latta approached the BMV to change the design of the plates.

"The new Bald Eagle plate design brings together two prominent symbols of America: the flag and the
eagle," said Registrar of Motor Vehicles Frank Caltrider. "We are proud to be a part of this cause."

Since September 11, 2001, interest in the Bald Eagle license plate increased. In September 2001, the
BMV sold 774 Bald Eagle plates. In October 2001, the BMV sold 1,642 Bald Eagle plates. For the nine
months the license plate was available for the public in 1999, 2,985 were sold. In 2000, 8,446 plates
were sold. In 2001, 11,548 Bald Eagle Plates were sold.

"I am very glad to have been the original sponsor of the bald eagle license plate. Over the past several
years, there have been 31,812 plates sold, with revenue of $492,900. These funds will be used for
restoring and purchasing bald eagle habitat," said Rep. Bob Latta.

When Ohioans purchase the Bald Eagle plate, a portion on the sales ($15) support Bald Eagle manage-
ment programs, habitat restoration and acquisition. A standard issue Bald Eagle plate can be purchased
for an additional $25 annually.

"Ohio's eagle population has reached record numbers, thanks in part to those who contribute to our
wildlife diversity programs through the purchase
of conservation license plates," said Sam
Speck, director of the Ohio Department of Natu-
ral Resources. "The success of our Bald Eagle
population is also an excellent barometer to the
health of Ohio's environment."
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The
Steering Column...

from the Registrar
BMV OPERATES FULL SERVICE

DEPUTY REGISTRAR AT THE OHIO
STATE FAIR

The fair experienced great weather and record attendance over
its 17-day run from August 2 -18, 2002.  Many fairgoers visited
the Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) display and took advantage
of the opportunity to renew their driver license and handle other
vehicle-related transactions. John Kougendakis and Dianna
McConnaughey supervised the BMV operation and helped pro-
vide the following customer service transactions:

NEWSNEWS

The BMV Investigations-Reinstatement unit has
developed a pilot project to provide reinstate-
ment requirements to pre-release inmates in
conjunction with the Ohio Department of Re-
habilitation and Correction (ODRC).

Approximately 22,000 inmates are released
from the custody of ODRC each year. This pi-
lot project will enable BMV reinstatement cen-
ters to assist these customers by providing
reinstatement requirements to ODRC 30-60
days prior to their release date.  It is expected
that there will be about 100 requests per week
according to ODRC staff.

The ODRC/ BMV pilot project starts with
ODRC forwarding a form by fax (form de-
signed by the reinstatement centers) to one
of the BMV reinstatement offices. The BMV
reinstatement office staff will evaluate the
customer's reinstatement requirements and fill
in the required information and fax back to
ODRC.

The BMV Investigations section is very excited
about this new endeavor, and they are taking a
pro-active approach
to assisting these
customers as they
near their release
date.

Franklin Caltrider
Registrar

BMV Reinstatement Center
in Pilot Project

Two Bureau of Motor Vehicles employees were honored with Ex-
cellence in Service awards on September 25, 2002.  Mary
Staderman, secretary for Ken Riggins, chief of the BMV Revenue
Management section received the award in the Office Support cat-
egory.  Ken, who praises her for her organizational skills, excellent
service and positive attitude, nominated her.

Peggy Barber nominated Cheryl Button, assistant chief in the BMV
Dealer Licensing Section.  Cheryl was described as a great manager
and an exemplary BMV employee.  She always finds ways to perform
jobs better and is always doing things to improve morale in her sec-
tion.

TWO BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLE
EMPLOYEES WIN ESA AWARDS

Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV)
employees prepare a driver license for a
customer at the 2002 Ohio State Fair.

Transactions 2,461
Driver Licenses Issued 670
State ID's 41
Vehicle Registrations 183
Voter Registrations 227
Abstracts 249
Vision Screening 1,091
Total Revenue $19,491.30

Cheryl Button Mary Staderman
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Deputy Registrar’s
Corner

My recent columns have focused on serious content.  As a
change of pace, I thought you might enjoy a bit of humor.
The following are real answers provided by people during
driving examinations, as printed in the fall, 2002, issue of
Move Magazine.  Those of you who deal with the public
everyday may not find these particularly surprising.

Q.  When driving through fog, what should you use?
A.  Your car.

Q.  What is the difference between a flashing red traffic light
      and a flashing yellow traffic light?
A.  The color.

Q.  What problems would you face if you were arrested for
      drunk driving?
A.  I'd probably loose my buzz a lot faster.

Q.  What changes would occur in your lifestyle if you could
      no longer drive lawfully?
A.  I would be forced to drive unlawfully.

Q.  What are some points to remember when passing or
      being passed?
A.  Make eye contact and wave hello if he/she is cute.

And finally....

Q.  Who has the right of way when four cars approach a
      four-way stop at the same time?
A.  The pick up truck with the gun rack and the bumper
      sticker saying, "Guns don't kill people, I do."

In closing, all of us in the Office of Field Services wish you a
safe and enjoyable holiday season and a great year in 2003.

Jim Chisman
Administrator
Office of Field Services

With the bicentennial year 2003 just around the cor-
ner, Deputy Registrar agencies may be asked to sell
bicentennial merchandise such as t-shirts, mugs,
hats and possibly bicentennial bears. The
Registrar's office has given approval, but the ven-
dor needs to contact the Deputy Registrar agency.
Any of the "approved" bicentennial items could end
up at the agencies for the term of the bicentennial
celebration.

Currently, the merchandise is on sale at the State-
house Museum Shop and will be available at the
2003 Ohio State Fair.
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BICENTENNIAL
MERCHANDISE

BUCKLE UP PUZZLE
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With a year behind them, Toledo's red-light
cameras seem to be working well.  They are
slowing down drivers and cutting the number
of crashes.  Over 8,600 tickets were given last
year. There was also a 25 percent drop in
crashes at those intersections, according to
city leaders.

Because of their success, the city will install
five more cameras at five different intersec-
tions.  According to Police Chief Mike Navarre,
a reduction in crashes causes a reduction in
injuries.  He stated that we kill more people
with cars than we do with guns and knives.

The citations are mailed to the vehicle's owner
and carry a $75 fine.  The cameras snap pictures
of the license plate of vehicles that run red lights.

Salute to Ohio
Proud to be a Buckeye

Red-Light Cameras a Success
Officials at the Toledo Police Department re-
cently said that 75 to 80 percent of motorists
paid their fines.  For the remaining 20 to 25 per-
cent, the city is getting involved with a state pro-
gram that prevents people from renewing their
driver license and vehicle registration for unpaid
traffic tickets.

Dayton will install 18 cameras at different inter-
sections later this year.  Cincinnati has as-
sembled a task force to study the idea.
(source:  Redflex Traffic Systems)

Ohio Bits and Pieces
� The Ohio School for the Blind was the first

state school in the nation for blind children.
� The Ohio State University is the nation’s

largest single university campus.
� The Procter and Gamble Co. in Cincinnati

is the world’s largest soap factory.
� X-rays were first used in an operation by

John Gilman in Marietta.
� Dr. George Crile performed the first suc

cessful blood transfusion in Cleveland in
1905.

� W.F. Semple of Mount Vernon patented
chewing gum in 1869.

� The National Football League (NFL) was
organized in Canton in 1920.

(source: Ohio Tourism)


