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STATE OF EMERGENCY IN 59 COUNTIES
Following recent flooding, ice storms 
and power outages, eleven state 
agencies and volunteer organizations 
are coordinating state activities from the 
State of Ohio Emergency Operations 
Center, working to restore power to 
residents in affected counties, move 
Ohio residents out of harm’s way and 
ensure public safety as a result of the 
recent flooding.  

Governor Bob Taft declared 59 counties 
under a State of Emergency. There has 
been heavy rainfall and flooding in 
the southern half of Ohio and snow 
and ice in the northern portion of the 
state. A Governor’s declaration allows 
state resources to be used to assist local 
governments and coordinate activities 
from the State of Ohio Emergency 
Operations Center, which is located at 
the EMA facility in Columbus.



GOVERNOR NAMES NEW 
OHIO EMA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Governor Bob Taft announced the appointment of 
Nancy Dragani as executive director of the Ohio 
Emergency Management Agency  effective Janu-
ary 9, 2005. Dragani succeeds Dale Shipley who 
has served more than 15 years as the executive 
director.

Dragani will lead the state’s coordinated response 
to both man-made and natural disasters, adminis-
ter the State Homeland Security Funding Program, 
and oversee the State of Ohio Emergency Operations 
Center and disaster recovery, mitigation, radiological 
safety and preparedness efforts.

“Nancy is very qualified and respected by her peers,” 
said ODPS Director Kenneth Morckel, who is also chair of the State of Ohio Se-
curity Task Force. “Her experience and knowledge of emergency management, 
homeland security funding and dedication will benefit Ohioans. I am pleased 
to recommend her appointment and know she will skillfully work to increase 
response and homeland security capabilities statewide.”

Ms. Dragani had served as the EMA Director of Operations where she was re-
sponsible for emergency preparedness training, exercises, planning, homeland 
security grants management and response operations in the Ohio Emergency 
Operations Center during disasters.

DEPUTY 
REGISTRAR 
CONTRACTS 
UP FOR 
RENEWAL IN 
2005
The BMV Research 
Section and the BMV’s 
Legal Counsel went 
on the road to con-
duct proposal confer-
ences for 58 deputy 
registrar contracts up 
for renewal in 2005.  
Conferences were 
held in Toledo, Cleve-
land, Akron, Athens, 
Sharonville and Co-
lumbus.  The Patrol’s 
Audio Visual unit put 
together an updated 
video for 2005 and 
traveled to four of the 
conferences to handle 
the video portion of 
the presentations.  

Proposals for the 58 
locations are due 
February 4, 2005 
with contract awards 
expected to be an-
nounced on April 15, 
2005.

The year 1908 may be considered the first full registration 
year.  The law was known as the “Automobile Law” (S.B. 
425; 6/10/08). A flat rate of $3 for electrics 
and $5 for registration of all other types of 
vehicles was charged under this law.  This 
fee was subject to a 50 percent reduction 
after September 1st each year.  The state 
department handling these registrations was 
called the “Automobile Division” of the office 
of the Secretary of State and administered 
by a “Registrar” appointed by the Secretary 
of State.

http://www.ema.ohio.gov/
http://www.bmv.ohio.gov/


Salute to Ohio
Proud to Be a Buckeye

Where’s the Beef?
Apparently, the beef is on your plate…your license plate.  The new Ohio Beef plate was released 
on Monday, January 17th.  It can be purchased online at www.OPlates.com or at any deputy 
registrar license agency.  The plate will 
cost $25 annually in addition to the regular 
registration fees.  The plate may be used on a 
passenger vehicle, non-commercial vehicle or 
recreational vehicle and can be personalized 
or reserved.  Fifteen dollars of the plate fees 
will be distributed to the Ohio Cattlemen’s 
Foundation for the promotion of Ohio’s beef 
industry through the support of education and 
scholarships.

 Welcome to Malabar Farm
Malabar Farm in Pleasant Valley was the dream home of the Pulitzer Prize-winning author, Louis 
Bromfield. Today, visitors can see the house and farm existing just as they did in Bromfield’s time.  
The mansion is most famous for being the location where Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall 
were married.

The outbuildings and pastures still house chickens, goats and beef cattle. The hills are ribboned 
with strips of corn, wheat, oats and hay while the scenic trails are adorned with nature’s bounty.

Malabar Farm reflects the agricultural tradition of Ohio while focusing on Louis Bromfield’s life and 
philosophies. The 32-room Big House, designed by Bromfield and architect Louis Lamoreux, is a 
blend of Western Reserve architectural styles and was built to appear as if it had been added onto 
over the years. Tours of the mansion, preserved just as Louis left it in 1956, are offered year-round.   
Wagon tours of the farm are offered May through October. 
During the growing season, Malabar Farm offers educa-
tional tours of its vegetable garden.
There is a nominal fee for house and wagon tours. Con-
tact the park for hours and fees. For more information, 
contact 
Malabar Farms, 4050 Bromfield Road
Lucas, Ohio 44843
Park Office (419) 892-2784 
Fax (419) 892-3988

http://www.oplates.com/


….. to the two troopers from the Swanton Patrol Post who 
stopped a 2000 GMC Envoy for failure to have headlights 
on in foggy conditions westbound on the Ohio Turnpike at 
mile post 39. During the stop, troopers noticed indications 
of criminal activity, and a Patrol drug-detecting canine was 
called to the scene and alerted to the vehicle. 

 

 A probable cause search was about to be conducted when 
troopers believed their lives were being threatened. One of 
the troopers fired at the suspect who then fled westbound 
on Interstate 80.

 

 These Illinois men are now facing felony charges.
 

….. to the Ohio Investigative Unit who, working in partnership 
with the Lucas County Sheriff’s Department, helped in an 
investigation that led to five convictions in January of an 
illegal bar run by an area motorcycle club.
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The Ohio State Highway Patrol has 
completed a four-month test of the 
Automatic Plate Recognition (APR) 
technology on the Ohio Turnpike. 
The high-tech license plate scan-
ning system which alerts troopers to 
the possible presence of stolen ve-
hicles or wanted persons led to the 
apprehension of 23 criminal sus-
pects and 24 stolen vehicles valued 
at $221,000; a 50 percent increase 
in auto theft recoveries on the turn-
pike compared to the same time 
frame in 2003. 

APR technology was evaluated for its 
contribution in the Patrol’s continu-
ing efforts to improve safety in Ohio 
by apprehending criminals before 
they have an opportunity to commit 
additional crimes. The system uses 
digital processing devices to read 
license plate numbers and alert 
troopers of the presence of wanted 
persons or stolen vehicles traveling 
the turnpike in real time. 

“Traffic crashes, while a leading kill-
er in the United States, are not the 
only threat on our roads and high-
ways. Each day, throughout Ohio, 
criminals are using Ohio highways. 
Our APR testing illustrated how 
technology can help level the play-
ing field versus criminals who use 
our roadways without detection,” 
Colonel Paul McClellan, Superin-
tendent of the Ohio State Highway 
Patrol, said. “Like other law en-
forcement agencies we must rely on 
technological advances to help us 
achieve our safety goals. Moreover, 
the recovery of two stolen trailers 
during the APR testing underscores 
the homeland security value of this 
technology.”

Highlights of APR include:
• The APR infrared cameras are 

designed to read only reflective 
surfaces such as numbers and 
letters on license plates. It is not 
a video system and is not capa-

ble of videotaping, photograph-
ing, or in any other way record-
ing any person in the vehicle. 

• If an individual was driving a 
stolen vehicle, a vehicle with a 
stolen license plate, or a vehicle 
owned by a person with an ac-
tive warrant an alert was sent to 
area troopers, however, officer 
verification establishing prob-
able cause was still required be-
fore a traffic stop was made. 

• The system only scans stolen 
vehicles and wanted person 
files and was not linked to BMV 
databases.

AUTOMATIC PLATE RECOGNITION EVALUATION ON OHIO TURNPIKE ENDS 
WITH POSITIVE RESULTS

New technology led to the apprehension of 23 criminal suspects and 24 stolen vehicles


