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In the Chinese calendar,
this year is the Year of
the Monkey.  But to

safety advocates, it is the
Year of the Booster Seat. The

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) is launching a
new campaign, in conjunction with the
Ad Council, to
help promote the
use of booster
seats.

Safety belts, which are designed for
adults, won't fully restrain many
children in a crash. Those children need
a booster seat, which raises the child
up so the safety belt fits and protects
them. NHTSA recommends booster
seats for children from about age 4
and 40 pounds to at least age 8, unless
the child is 4-feet-9-inches tall. But
NHTSA estimates that booster seats
are used only by 10 to 20 percent of
the children who should be in them.

The goal is to make booster seats
commonplace. Children age four to
seven who use booster seats are 59
percent less likely to be injured in a
crash than children who were
restrained only by a safety belt.
According to NHTSA, more than 81
percent of child restraints are used
incorrectly, including 88 percent of
forward-facing toddler seats, 86
percent of rear-facing infant seats and
85 percent of safety belts, as
determined at child passenger safety
seat inspection stations across the
country.  In addition, a third of children
(33 percent) age 14 and under ride in
the wrong restraint type for their age
and size.

We all need to be conscience of children
in cars. This is about saving the lives
of our children and serving our
community.

The Year of the Booster Seat
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Advantage of an Ohio Primary Safety Belt Law
According to a recent survey completed by the Applied Research Center of 4,026 drivers across the five
regions of Ohio, nearly three-quarters of the respondents indicated they would "definitely" or "probably"
support a primary safety belt law.  Nearly all (95 percent) said that they would obey such a law if it were
passed.

Annual Benefits of Increased Seat Belt Use in Ohio

(Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration)

*Usage values represent 5, 10 and 15 percentage point gains over the
estimated 2003 statewide usage rate of 74.5 percent.

The average costs per fatal crash in Ohio is more than $3.4 million.  These costs include medical care, lost
productivity, property damage and an increased strain on community services.

You can now show your support for two Columbus sports  teams on
the road. The Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) recently unveiled

license plates with the Blue Jackets' and the Columbus Crew's logo.

The plates cost an additional $35 to the standard license plate fees.
By law, $10 of the fee goes to the BMV.  The remainder will go to the
Greater Columbus Sports Commission who will use the money to bid
on sporting events to promote the city.

Sports plates have been sold since January 1, 1999.

GO TEAM!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!GO TEAM!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!GO TEAM!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!GO TEAM!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!GO TEAM!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Homeland Security Funding
On Friday, April 2, I had the honor of joining U.S. Department of
Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge and Governor Bob Taft
at a press conference in Cleveland to announce $100.7 million in
homeland security funding awarded to Ohio.

Also attending were Ohio State Highway Patrol Colonel Paul McClellan, Ohio
Emergency Management Agency Executive Director Dale Shipley and Ohio
Homeland Security Executive Director John Overly who were all recognized by
Governor Taft for their role in strengthening Ohio's homeland security efforts.

Secretary Ridge provided details on $32.5 million granted to Ohio through the
Urban Area Security Initiative and $68.2 million previously allocated through
counterterrorism grants.  Cleveland will receive $10,398,747 through the Urban
Area Security Initiative and another $795,280 in grants through the state of Ohio
to enhance security at Cleveland's mass transit system.  Cincinnati will receive
$12,676,037 and Columbus will receive $8,656,169.

Governor Taft also highlighted the distribution of $68.2 million in counterterrorism
grants that were allocated to Ohio earlier this year from the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security to enhance the ability of first responders to prevent, respond
to and recover from potential acts of terrorism.  The funds will go to:

Governor Taft also provided details on the Law Enforcement Terrorism
Prevention Program - the first of its kind for Ohio and the nation.  The
unique program will develop an information sharing and interoperable
communications network that will enable law enforcement agencies
across the state to talk to each other and access record management
systems from patrol cars.

So far this year, Ohio has received more than $125 million in homeland
security funding to prevent and deter terrorism.

• Ohio's 88 counties for first responders: $46,581,200
• State of Ohio agencies for homeland security needs: $5,209,800
• Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Program: $15,368,000
• Citizen Corps to strengthen volunteer efforts: $1,076,000

$68,235,000
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....to 2003 Safe Communities Award Winners

The winners of the 2003 Ohio Safe Communities awards are:

Don McNamara from NHTSA Region
V presents the Community Traffic
Safety Project Award to Wood-
Kortright Funeral Home in Portage
County for their help with the Portage
County "None for Under 21" Rally.

There were a total of 52,051 OVIs (formerly known as DUIs) for the year 2003.

The statistics include:
50,097 people received one OVI conviction in 2003. ~ 1,832 people received two OVI convictions in 2003.

111 people received three OVI convictions in 2003. ~ 11 people received four OVI convictions in 2003.

The breakdown of repeat offenders as of December 31, 2003:
Number of OVI convictions Number of  People

1 601,071
2 178,240
3   74,708
4   33,770
5    15,938
6      7,667
7      3,690
8      1, 787
9          899
10          447
11          221
12            92
13            55
14            25
15            14
16            12
17              4
18              4
19 1
Total 918, 645
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