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Ohio House Bill 434, enacted by the Ohio
General Assembly, appropriated $2.5 million
and authorized that each school district or
chartered nonpublic school may require
schools under its authority to have an
Automated External Defibrillator (AED).

Akron General Medical Center will administer
the Ohio Schools AED Program and will begin
the process of placing AEDs in as many schools
as possible. Funds are limited, so schools are
encouraged to apply early. Akron General is
partnering with Medtonics, Inc. which will
provide the AED units, and the American
Heart Association which will provide the
training materials.

“We are asking all Fire and EMS agencies
to donate training to the five staff members
required in each of the schools chosen in their
area,” said Richard Rucker, Executive Director
of the Division ofEmergency Medical Services.
“The involvement of the EMS community
brings Ohioans one step closer to emergency
preparedness.”

Sudden cardiac arrest is a leading killer in
the U.S., claiming the lives of as many as
440,000 people, including approximately
7,000 children. Defibrillation is the single
most effective treatment, and survival rates
can be greatly improved within 3-5 minutes
of arrest.

“Every school day, 20 percent of our adult
and child population is in Ohio schools. The
lives saved by these devices may be those of
parents, teachers, grandparents or coaches,”

$2.5 Million Allotted to Equip Ohio Schools with Defibrillators

State encourages Local EMS Agencies to offer free training to schools

said Dr. Terry Gordon, a cardiologist of the
Heart Group, Inc. who practices at Akron
General Medical Center.

Dr. Gordon initially spearheaded acommunity-
wide initiative to protect young people in
Akron area schools from the devastating
consequences of cardiac arrest by successfully
placing AEDs in every middle school and high
school in Summit County. This initiative was
funded by the Akron General Development
Foundation.

The Ohio Schools AED program includes
placing AEDs in the school, training the 5
staff members and alerting the 9-1-1 service
of the placement and location of the device.
It also includes developing a template for a
comprehensive emergency response plan
that will align local EMS agencies with the
schools.

“This will allow EMS access to the school
to determine any obstacles that might be
encountered during an emergency as well
as give children the opportunity to see an
extraordinary group of men and women who
educate, protectand serve Ohio’s communities
24 hours, 7 days a week,” said Dr. Gordon.

For more information about the Ohio Schools
AED  Program contact 1-888-OhioAED
(888-644-6233) or visit online at www.
ohioschoolaedprogram.com.



Briefing on Homeland Securlty

On December 8, Ohio Homeland Security officials

briefed the General Assembly in the Statehouse
Atrium. Topics included background information
Y. ,4/ / ﬂ/ on the Ohio Homeland Security Office, details of
\‘ oneeran the Ohio Homeland Security Strategic Plan and

SRR ER LTy an explanation of the process of funding local
homeland security needs.

The Columbus Division of Fire demonstrated homeland security-related items, including Personal Protection
Equipment for First Responders, a decontamination tent that can be used in the event of a biological attack and a
bomb-retrieving robot.

Speakers included Ohio Public Safety Director Ken REVEN'ﬂON
Morckel, Homeland Security Executive Director AWAR.ENESS

John Overly, Emergency Management Director Dale
Shipley and representatives from the Ohio Association
of Chiefs of Police, Ohio Fire Chiefs’ Association and
the Emergency Management Association of Ohio.

Ohio EMS Partners with Local Agencies Hosted EMS/Health
Homeland Security Crisis Response Planning Conference

The Division of Emergency Medical Services along Inresponse to Director Morckel’s request, a homeland
with other local agencies hosted an EMS/Health security committee that includes representatives from
Homeland Security Crisis Response Planning all areas of the health arena was created. They met
Conference at Deer Creek, November 9 -10, 2004.  for the first time at the conference and participated in
intensive brainstorming sessions for several key areas
The event was planned after discussions in early of concern for EMS in areas of WMD/bioterrorism
September with ODPS Director Kenneth Morckel and  response planning.
several state Board members regarding EMS’ role in
the Ohio Strategic Plan and their focus on homeland The committee will bring recommendations to the
security. EMS Board, and the Board will meet in January 2005
to implement the goals of the disaster preparedness
The Director charged the Board to guide the EMS initiative.
Community toward disaster preparedness and to
write an appendix to the Ohio Strategic Plan that
gives direction to Ohio’s EMS community.

“The Division of EMS serves as the medical safety
net for the state of Ohio by participating in the
interagency coordination among EMS, emergency
management, public safety, fire, hospitals and other
local resources that would typically respond to mass
casualty incidents,” said Ohio EMS Director Richard
Rucker.

Ohio Emergency
Medical Services



http://www.homelandsecurity.ohio.gov
http://www.ems.ohio.gov/
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Safe Winter Driving Reminders
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priority when traveling in a
motor vehicle. Since winter
driving skills are used only a
few months of the year, it is
important to keep a few tips in
mind before heading to your
destination.

Before traveling, check road
conditions to determine if
driving is a safe option. The
Highway Patrol’s toll-free hotline,
1-888-20H-ROAD, provides current
and forecasted weather conditions for

Ohio’s counties, larger cities and major highway routes. Another option is to log on to
www.buckeyetraffic.org for detailed travel information throughout the state. If conditions
are too hazardous, do not take any chances.
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If you decide to travel, but roads are covered with snow or ice, remember to drive at
slower speeds and allow for greater stopping distances, since ice can triple stopping
distances. If your vehicle begins to skid, resist the temptation to apply the brakes.
Instead, take your foot off the gas pedal and steer into the direction of the skid.

Always wear a safety belt to reduce the risk of serious injury or death in a crash.

Maneuvering through the snow is difficult enough when you're sober; don’t add to the
hazardous conditions by choosing to drink before you drive.

Keep a winter car kit in your vehicle including: jumper cables; flares or roadway
reflectors; windshield washer fluid; ice scraper; antifreeze; blanket; flashlight
and extra batteries; blanket; candle and matches; non-perishable foods; and a
first-aid kit.

To avoid breakdowns, follow your vehicle manufacturer’s suggested maintenance
schedule. Regularly check the wipers, tires, brakes, lights and fluid levels.

During the winter months, exercise added caution and patience when
driving. Even if that means you'll be late, it’s better to arrive safely than
not at all.



Walkaway: A New ODPS Film

The Department of Public Safety’s Audio Visual Studio recently introduced its newest
Drivers Education film called “Walkaway.” It was primarily produced for use in class-
rooms, but it was designed to be entertaining as well as instructional and is suitable for
most audiences over the age of 12.

“Walkaway” tells the story of Jason Munn, a young man who finds himself the sole
survivor of a tragic car crash. In the following days, he searches for an answer to the
question — “Why did | survive?” This film teaches the importance of safety belt use and
stresses driver attention and responsibility.

& Thumbs Up

% ...to the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources, Ohio EMA
and FEMA’s Structure Inventory
Team who were awarded
the Governor’s Statewide
Employee/Team of the Month
Award in November.

...to all ODPS employees for being the state champion in giving. The
department donated $8, 891 and 10,421 pounds of food, enough for
28, 203 meals, to the holiday program.
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