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Lt. Governor O’Connor Presents Check
to Mid-Ohio FoodBank

Lt. Governor Maureen O’Connor presented a check on behalf of department
employees for over $8,500 to the Mid-Ohio FoodBank in late December 2001.
Executive Director Matt Habash accepted the check on behalf of the organization.
Ohio Public Safety employees also collected in excess of 5,100 pounds of requested
food items during their holiday food drive.

“I am proud to be associated with the Ohio Department of Public Safety,” said
Lt. Governor O’Connor.  “Time after time, its employees give selflessly to benefit
local charities.”

In 2001, department employees gave $15,000 to the American Red Cross,
purchased a security system for West High School and volunteered hundreds of
hours as tutors in the OhioReads program.

The monies and food items for the Mid-Ohio FoodBank were collected in addition
to this year’s Combined Charitable Campaign (CCC) when Ohio Public Safety
employees gave more than $311,000 with most going to Central Ohio charities.

“These food items will be used to feed Central Ohio families this holiday season
and into the new year,” said Habash.

The FoodBank is a private, not-for-profit organization dedicated to feeding hungry
people and increasing awareness of hunger.  Founded in 1980,  Mid-Ohio FoodBank
is a distribution center for donated food that goes to more than 450 food pantries,
soup kitchens, shelters and other charities throughout central and eastern Ohio.

The ODPS
FoodBank
Committee
members

Lt. Governor Maureen
O’Connor presents
ODPS check to Matt
Habash, Mid-Ohio
Foodbank coordinator
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Aux. Captain Tom
Forbes, Mrs. Doris
Duffy and Major J.P.
Allen
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Aux. Captain Tom Forbes recently earned the first Auxiliary Lt.
Col. William J. Duffy Award of Excellence. Doris Duffy, widow
of the late Aux. Lt. Col. Duffy, assisted Maj. J.P. Allen with the
presentation at the Patrol Academy. Lt. Col. Duffy was the first
Auxiliary commander to hold the new rank of lieutenant colonel
and led the effort, under Supt. Tom Rice, to rejuvenate the
Auxiliary in the early 1990’s. He served as Auxiliary commander
for seven years and retired in December 1995 with more than 30
years of service.

Only five Auxiliary officers met the criteria for this new award,
which include a minimum of 300 hours volunteered per year for
three consecutive years. Aux. Capt. Forbes, who is Executive
Officer for the Columbus District Auxiliary, helps administer
Auxiliary operations in central Ohio. During the three-year award
period, he has coordinated the Auxiliary detail and worked at all
OSU home football games. He also worked the State Fair and
Operation Safestop, taught Auxiliary hazmat classes, and testified
in court.

Aux. Captain Forbes, a certified hazmat manager and certified fire
inspector who was
formerly employed
by the State Fire
Marshal, is currently
a project manager for
an environmental
services company. He
and his wife, OSHP
Exec. Secy. 1 Wendy
Forbes, live in Orient
with their son Alan.
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Twenty Patrol Auxiliary officers attended a training session at the Shipley
Building where they were issued digital video cameras to capture serious
crash scenes in a project to update the OSHP’s “Signal 30” film. That
well-known film has been used nationwide for about 40 years, but is
now being updated with scenes involving current vehicles, equipment
and scenarios.

Troopers with whom these Auxiliary officers are riding will be sent to
handle or assist with every serious crash during their shifts. Auxiliary
officers were selected for this special project based on targeted areas of
high Signal 30 or 31A activity and the number of patrol hours they
worked in 2000. At least one camera has been assigned for Auxiliary use
in all the districts except the Turnpike.

The training was conducted by S/Lt. John Born, Information Services,
and ODPS Audio-Visual Specialists Mike Coakley and Jeff Watt,

assisted by Lt. Lance Mathess,
Planning Services. Patrol
Auxiliary officers attending the
training included Randall
Schaefer, Edgil Hall, Paul
Keesee, James Kalchert, Richard
Amos, Karl Blissenbach, Dennis
Moeller, David Roether,
Rodney Wyerick, Robert
Roberts, William Bucher, Tom
Forbes, Ronald Scott, Daryl
Smith, John Harsh, David
Waterman, Ed Hyer, David
Jordan, Kelly Brown and
Rodney Robinson.
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