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Safety Belt Contest Announced

On April 25, the Ohio Department
of Public Safety invited Ohioans to
submit suggestions for a new seat
belt slogan. The contest is meant to
raise awareness as to the importance
.~ of wearing a seat belt and to allow
- Ohioans to submit ideas that will
motivate others to buckle up.

“‘Wearing a seat belt is the easiest
way to protect yourself while riding in a motor vehicle, but far too many
Ohioans still haven’t gotten the message,” said Kenneth L. Morckel,
Director of the Ohio Department of Public Safety. “In addition to being
a fun way for people to help promote seat belt safety, this contest will
hopefully encourage more Ohioans to buckle up.”

The contest will run through May 30. Ohioans can submit slogan ideas
either by e-mail, at contest@dps.state.oh.us, by calling (614) 466-4344,
or by faxing their ideas to (614) 752-8410. Contestants should remember
to leave their name, address and phone number when submitting an
entry. Ideas can also be submitted using an online form which can be
found at the department’s Web site, http://www.publicsafety.ohio.gov/
safetybeltsloganform.html. Director Morckel will choose the winning
slogan idea along with Ohio State Highway Patrol Colonel Paul McClellan,
superintendent, and Lorrie Lang, the administrator of the Governor’s
Highway Safety Office.

The person who submits the best slogan will win a prize package provided
by Clear Channel Entertainment/Germain Amphitheater. The package
will include round-trip airfare for two provided by Southwest Airlines,
hotel, limousine and two tickets to a concert at any Clear Channel concert
venue in the United States.

The winning slogan will be used in limited advertising and promotional
campaigns during fiscal year 2005-2006.
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ESA Second Quarter
Winners Announced

This quarter’s winners were honored on May 6 in the
Atrium. They are:

Leora Knight from ODPS  Liz Chaffin accepting for

Administration, Manage- Linda Seibert from the

ment category Bureau of Motor Vehicles,
Office Support category

Thomas Brown, also of Terry Williams of the Ohio
ODPS  Administration, Investigative Unit, Law
Technical Services cat- Enforcement category

egory

ESA winners are nominated by their co-workers for ex-
ceeding job performance expectations, for their profes-
sional and positive attitudes, their commitment to Pub-
lic Safety’s core values, and their exceptional service to
both internal and external customers.

Investigative Unit Donates Old Still

The Ohio Investigative Unit will go down in history
for its seizure of an illegal moonshine still seized
years ago in the Dayton area. The moonshiner
was arrested and convicted. The judge ordered
the moonshine still to the custody of the Ohio
Investigative Unit.

The OIU has utilized the still in years past at
their display during the Ohio State Fair. The still
generated much conversation and interaction
from the fairgoers and the agents. But now the still
has a new home.

With Director Morckel’'s permission, the OlU sought
a Journal Entry from the court assigning this still
over to the possession of the Ohio Historical
Society. The court documents were obtained.
In early May, the moonshine still was turned
over to the museum for their display. A hundred
years from now citizens from Ohio will have an
opportunity to see some “down home Americana”
on how illegal white g 4 ;

lightning was brewed.
The OIU is proud that
the heritage of the
Unit will be preserved
for generations of
Ohioans in the future.

AGGRESSIVE DRIVING:
A SERIOUS PROBLEM

Aggressive driving has become a serious problem on our roadways. What
is aggressive driving? Most of us know it when we see it, but the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration defines aggressive driving as occur-
ring when “an individual commits a combination of moving traffic offenses
so as to endanger other persons or property.”

* Aggressive driving is often demonstrated by drivers who take their anger,
resentment and frustration with them behind the wheel. These aftitudes
can lead to crashes and heated confrontations.

* Aggressive driving typically encompasses: speeding, tailgating, making
frequent and sudden lane changes, failure to yield right-of-way, and
disregarding traffic signals. Add to that the blaring of a horn, angry
shouting and rude hand gestures.

* All of these driving behaviors can lead to road rage or the kind of high-
way madness that has drivers using their vehicles to ram other drivers,
sometimes forcing them off the road, and engaging in physical fights,
some resulting in death.

SAFETY TIPS

*Relax. If you find yourself in a stressful driving environment or when you
are irritable and impatient, calm down and take a deep breath. An ag-
gressive state of mind will come through in your driving behavior, which
affects your safety and the safety of others.

*Allow at least a two-second space between your car and the car ahead.
Drivers may get angry when they are followed too closely. If you feel you
are being followed too closely, signal and pull over when it’s safe to do
so, allowing the other driver to pass.

*If you are in the left lane and someone wants to pass, move over and
let them by. You may be “in the right” because you are traveling at the
speed limit, but you may also be putting yourself in danger by making
drivers behind you angry. Do not challenge them by speeding up or at-
tempting to hold your own in your travel lane.

*When you merge, make sure you have plenty of room. Always use your
turn signal to show your intentions before making a move. If you notice
someone trying to merge, slow down and give them room to merge into
your lane.

*|f another driver is acting angry, dont make eye contact.

*Keep your hands on the wheel and avoid making any gestures that
might anger another driver. That includes “harmless” expressions of ir-
ritation like shaking your head.

*Use your horn rarely, if ever.

*Give angry drivers lots of room. If another driver tries to pick a fight, put
as much distance between you as possible. One angry driver can’t start
a fight unless another driver is willing to join in.

*|f an aggressive driver is involved in a crash, stop a safe distance from
the crash scene, wait for the police to arrive, and report the driving be-
havior you witnessed.

*Get help if you believe an angry driv-
er is following you or is trying to start
a fight. If you have a cellular phone,
use it to call the police. Provide dis-
patchers with a vehicle description,
direction of travel, and a license plate
number if possible. Otherwise, drive
to a place where there are people
around. Do not get out of your car.
Do not go home.




Emergency Medical Services Week brings together local communities
and medical personnel to publicize safety and honor the dedication of
those 750,000 EMS providers nationwide who provide the day-to-day
lifesaving services of the medical “front line.” Ohio has approximately
41,078 total active EMTs in the system and approximately 96,458 total
active firefighters in the EMS system.

EMS is a vital part of every community, but recognition of its contribution
is often lost in the broader focus on fire, police, public health and
homeland security.

Ohio has a bright history in the development, organization, and initiation
of emergency medical services in the nation. Some of the state’s early
EMS accomplishments include:

« Ohio’s first known Ohio emergency and rescue squads were
organized in the mid 1930s.

+ The first state organized training course in the nation was developed
in Ohio in 1958.

* In 1959 the nation’s first student textbook was developed by
Jack Liberator and was published by The Ohio State University
Instructional Materials Laboratory.

+ Columbus Division of Fire developed the first spinal immobilization
board. h: i

Many played an important role in pioneering Ohio’s EMS system, and
National EMS Week is an opportunity to recognize the contributions of
the past, and to build upon them for the future.

In the 30 years since EMS began, EMS providers have worked to
set the standard for the world. They fulfill their mission to save lives
and minimize disability with a statewide, comprehensive, systematic
response to injury and illness.

EMS is vital to all Ohioans, so regardless of whether you are a first
responder, a firefighter, an ambulance driver, a paramedic or an EMS
board member, you play an important role in delivering emergency
services to all Ohioans, and every citizen salutes you.

A T 1 O N A L

HLS Symposium Held

The second annual Ohio Homeland Security Symposium was held April
20-21, 2005 at the Franklin County Veteran’s Memorial. Approximately
1100 people attended.

The State of Ohio Security Task Force invited different disciplines and
communities critical to the success of homeland security efforts — police,
fire, health, schools and political leaders. The desire to promote and

interchange of ideas and coordination to better prepare and educate
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first responders is something that all first responders are very proud of.
There is only one common goal: working together to protect the citizens
of Ohio.

This symposium allowed vendors to display their products to help first
responders do their jobs better while fostering a partnership between
the public and private sectors.



http://www.homelandsecurity.ohio.gov
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o What s your favorite jingle? (Example: You'll wonder where the yellow went,
¢ if you brush your teeth with Pepsodent.)

2. <“Come to Marlboro Country...as someone who has had major throat surgery,
| learned my lesson about jingles.....” Ed Duvall, Investigative Unit

@ﬂ} < “From my childhood: Silly rabbit, Trix are for kids.” Gary Macklis, OSHP

@fg <“Back in the day, my favorite fast food was McDonalds. They had a jingle
about their menu. It goes Big Mac Filet-O-Fish Quarter Pounder French Fries
IcyCoke ThickShakes Sundaesand Apple Pie. This is when McDonalds was
just Micky D’s. “ Michele DeGraffinreed, Communications

@ﬂ} ¢“My daughter and | have a favorite: Give me a break, give me a break, give
me a piece of that KIT KAT bar.” Rhonda L. Pfeifer, ADMIN, GHSO

@ﬂ} +“Where’s Da Beef?” Harvey Shaw, IT

Salute to Obio

PROUD TO BE A BUCKEYE
Ohio’s Garden Path: The Flowering of Our Landscape

Gardening has become America’s most popular leisure
time activity. Visit Ohio’s Garden Path: The Flowering of Our
Landscape at the Ohio Historical Center in Columbus to
discover how garden styles, plants and the use of our home
grounds evolved in 200 years of history and how your garden
and landscaping decisions are connected to the past. Gaze at
quaint and puzzling gardening
implements, experience the
ways landscaping has changed
alongside architecture and
recall poignant memories of
your grandmother’s  garden.
The society is planning a slew
of garden-related special events g., ;
through the year.
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Fun over Memorial Day—
Port Clinton Walleye Festival, Waterworks Park,

Port Clinton, May 27-30

This four-day celebration of summer’s beginning takes place right
on the shores of Lake Erie. Continuous fun, food, rides, singing
and dancing, children’s activities, and a remembrance of our
veterans are all part of this 25-year-old
tradition. At Port Clinton, the Walleye
Capital of the World, enjoy plenty of 77\
walleye, concessions, crafters, first- 7
class rides and entertainment from
the Walleye Queen’s Pageant to the
Grand Parade.

Question:

What did Henry
Timken of Canton
invent?

Send your answers to:
Imcbee@dps.state.oh.us
The first

university in Ohio and
the Northwest Territory was Ohio
University founded in 1804 in Athens.

These people knew the answer:
Philip Romine

The person in the April issue was Linda McFadden
who works in the Investigative Unit.

These people knew the answer: Elizabeth Chaffin

Send your answers to:
Imcbee@dps.state.oh.us
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