
The National Association
of State EMS Offi cials
selected State Medical 
Director Dr. Carol 
Cunningham to be the 
chair-elect for the National 

Council of State EMS Medical Directors, 
a two-year term that she will serve 
before becoming the chair of the Council
for a two-year term beginning in the fall 
of 2010.  The Council provides medical
expertise and leadership to promote and 
advance the provision of the highest
quality EMS care.

Dr. Cunningham, who was appointed
State Medical Director for the Ohio 
Department of Public Safety, Division of 
EMS in July 2004, has been an active
participant in many national-level EMS 
activities serving as a contributing editor 
for the EMS Insider and a columnist for 
jems.com, both of which are publications
of the Journal of EMS (JEMS).

She takes the lead in improving the level
of patient care and is well known for her 
work as a colleague in the American 
College of Emergency Physicians and
the American Academy of Emergency 
Medicine. She is an emergency 
physician at Lake Hospital System in 
Lake County where she continues to
oversee 13 municipal, three industrial,
one private, one tactical, and two fi rst 
responder EMS agencies.

Fal l  Issue 2008

The Division of EMS has worked
hard to share information 
regarding the new fi re law, training 
and education that became
effective this year to ensure 
that every fi refi ghter in the state
has ample time to renew their 
licensures to continue to serve 
their communities.

It has come to my attention 
that there are several volunteer 
fi refi ghters that are still not aware
of the impending deadline of 
January 24, 2009, to renew their 
fi re certifi cation in order 
to continue to practice 
fi re fi ghting in the state of 
Ohio.

The adoption of the fi re 
rules mandates within 12 
months after its effective 
date (1/24/08) the rules 
must be established and 
the executive director 
must phase-in the

renewal of current certifi cates over 
a 12-month period following the
rules effective date.

We understand that some 
information may have not reached
everyone, so this serves as 
another method to inform you
of the approaching deadline.  
Please don’t let this date expire 
before renewing your certifi cation. 
You can renew online at www.
ems.ohio.gov, by clicking on the 
certifi cation renewal link.

Beyond Lights and Sirens:
 Don’t Miss the Opportunity to 

Renew Fire Certifi cation
By Division of EMS Executive Director Richard Rucker
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Renew your Firefighter
Certification online by the

January 24, 2009 deadline

The Benefits: Convenient Approval

Prompt Service

24 hour access... applications are processed up until 
midnight of the certification expiration date

Immediate confirmation of renewal verifies firefighter’s 
compliance with House Bill 401

Current contact information is verified, offering checks and 
balance system

Accurate Data

Cost Efficient
Eliminates excess mailing costs

ODPS



Hazards Readiness for Ohio EMS Survey
The Ohio Department of Public Safety, Emergency
Medical Services Division, in conjunction with the Ohio
Department of Health, is requesting your assistance in
determining the all-hazards disaster readiness of Ohio’s
Emergency Medical Services agencies. We are trying
to determine the abilities of EMS agencies to respond
during a medical surge or mass casualty event and make 
recommendations as to what could be done to assist 
agencies in accomplishing these standards. Please take 
a moment to complete the Hazards Readiness for Ohio
EMS online survey by visiting www.ems.ohio.gov and
clicking the yellow button in the right column.

The State Board of EMS has 
completed rule revisions pertaining 
to the scope of practice for First 
Responders and EMTs (O.A.C. 
4765-12-04, 4765-15-04, 5765-
16-04 & 4765-17-03).  The revised 
rules became effective May 29th, 
2008 and can be found on the 
Division of EMS Web page at www.
ems.ohio.gov.  

The rule revisions include the 
addition of obtaining a 12-lead 

electrocardiogram by an EMT-Basic 
and/or EMT-Intermediate for the 
purpose of electronic transmission.  
The addition was made based, in 
part, on a study conducted in Ross 
County, Ohio pertaining to the 
transmission 12-lead EKGs.  

Language regarding airways has 
also been updated to address 
the new devices on the market, 
replacing the LMA with the term 
supraglottic airway.   As specifi ed 

in the rule, no EMT should perform 
any emergency medical service 
unless the EMT has received 
approved training.

Federal Government Begins Mandating 
High-Visibility Vests for Emergency 

Responders
The federal government mandate for high visibility vests 
for emergency responders requires that anyone working
in the right-of-way of a federal-aid highway must wear 
high-visibility clothing that meets the requirements
of ANSI/ISEA 107; 2004 edition class 2 or 3.  This
requirement will apply to all emergency responders.

The Ohio EMS Board and Division of EMS have added
this item to the approved list of equipment eligible
for grant reimbursement.  There is no separate grant
available to meet this requirement. 
This notifi cation is only announcing the
addition of these items as approved 
items for the general EMS Training
and Equipment Grant (Priority 1).
For more clarifi cation regarding the 
legislation you may go to
www.workzone safety.org

Scope of Practice Rules Updated

Program Coordinator Lead Instructor 
#1006 – EMS Education

The University of Toledo 
Medical Center has a
full-time opportunity
for an experienced 
Program Coordinator 
Lead Instructor for 
the Division of EMS 
Education.  Incumbent 
serves as the primary 
instructor in EMS classes
for initial certifi cation
classes.  You may also 
be required to provide
instruction for Life Support Training (ACLS, BLS, 
PALS).  Qualifi cations include: Must have and maintain 
State of Ohio Paramedic certifi cation (National Registry 
desired), State of Ohio EMS Instructor certifi cation.  
Preferred instructor certifi cation in:  ACLS, CPR, 
PALS, and ITLS (if any of these are not held at time
of employment, candidate will be required to obtain
instructor status in all within 12 months of hire).  You
must have a minimum of three years experience in
providing classroom instruction.  Bachelor’s Degree
in a healthcare profession or Associate Degree with
equivalent experience may be considered.  You should 
have working knowledge and profi ciency in Microsoft
Offi ce programs as well as working knowledge in
classroom AV technology.  To apply, submit a cover 
letter, include position title/job number in the subject 
line, to: The University of Toledo, HR Dept. /CC, 2801 
W. Bancroft St., MS 205, Toledo, OH 43606 or fax to 
419.530.1490 or email hscemployment@utoledo.edu. 
EO/AA Employer M/F/D/V
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Disciplinary ActionsDisciplinary Actions

July 2008

Daniel D. Garvey, EMS Certifi cate 
Number 28441
Violation: Failure to report conviction
Sanction: Denial of renewal of 
certifi cate to practice

Jeff A. Nichols, EMS Certifi cate 
Number 99663
Violation: Failure to report conviction
Sanction: Denial of renewal of 
certifi cate to practice

Jeremi W. Hedges, EMS Certifi cate 
Number 132046
Violation: Misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude convictions, OVI,
Leaving Scene of Accident, and Assault
Sanction: Revocation—stayed, written 
reprimand, must submit Bureau of 
Criminal Identifi cation & Investigation
Civilian Background within 120 days, 
must submit another in three years, 
three year probation, must submit to 
random drug/alcohol testing, must
provide proof of successful completion 
of drug/alcohol program, must obtain 
authorization to practice from chief/
medical director, and must notify
division of any violations

James W. Hutson, EMS Certifi cate
Number 5801
Violation: Random audit issues
Sanction: Revocation—stayed,
written reprimand, and must supply
documentation of continuing education 
with next renewal application

Mark R. Shane, EMS Certifi cate 
Number 79679
Violation: Misdemeanor involving 
moral turpitude conviction, Assault
Sanction: Written reprimand and must
submit Bureau of Criminal Identifi cation
& Investigation Civilian Background
Check within 120 days

Kenneth P. Shawver, EMS Certifi cate 
Number 96792
Violation: Misdemeanor involving 
moral turpitude conviction, Persistent 
Disorderly Conduct
Sanction: Written reprimand, must
submit Bureau of Criminal Identifi cation
& Investigation Civilian Background
Check within 120 days, and must
complete anger management course

Michelle L. Sanfrey, EMS Applicant
Number 172723
Violation: Felony conviction,
Possession of Criminal Tools

Sanction: Written reprimand, must
submit Bureau of Criminal Identifi cation 
& Investigation Civilian Background 
prior to issuance/within 120 days, must
submit another at renewal, and must
obtain authorization to practice from 
chief/medical director

Bradley R. Matthews, EMS Certifi cate
Number 136796
Violation: Misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude conviction, Receiving
Stolen Property
Sanction: Written reprimand and must 
submit Bureau of Criminal Identifi cation 
& Investigation Civilian Background 
Check prior to issuance/within 120 days

Tommy J. Gibbs, EMS Certifi cate 
Number 101502
Violation: Misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude conviction, Domestic 
Violence
Sanction: Written reprimand, must
submit Bureau of Criminal Identifi cation 
& Investigation Civilian Background 
Check within 120 days, and must
complete anger management course

Jessica M. Goodrich, EMS Applicant
Number 173525
Violation: Misdemeanor involving

moral turpitude conviction, Disorderly
Conduct
Sanction: Written reprimand and must 
submit Bureau of Criminal Identifi cation
& Investigation Civilian Background 
Check prior to issuance/within 120 days

Kurt R. Woofter, EMS Certifi cate 
Number 69337
Violation: Random audit issues
Sanction: Written reprimand, must 
complete the continuing education
requirements, and must supply 
documentation of continuing education
with next renewal application

Anthony T. Kegg, EMS Certifi cate
Number 129226
Violation: Random audit issues
Sanction: Written reprimand, must 
complete the continuing education
requirements, and must supply 
documentation of continuing education
with next renewal application

Carol A. Steinke, EMS Certifi cate
Number 98874
Violation: Random audit issues
Sanction: Revocation of certifi cate to
practice

Continued on next page 3

Position Paper on Interfacility Patient 
Transports Adopted by State Board of 
EMS
The State Board of EMS has adopted a position paper, 
“Regarding EMT Interfacility Transport of Patients and 
the Scope of Practice.”  The paper resulted from numer-
ous calls and e-mails received by the Division of EMS
pertaining to scope of practice concerns during hospital-
to-hospital transfers and were developed by the Medical
Oversight Committee of the Board. 

Representatives from the Board of Pharmacy, Board of 
Nursing, Medical Transportation Board, and the Medi-
cal Board were invited to participate in the preliminary
discussion and to comment on the proposed paper prior 
to approval by the Board of EMS.  The position paper can
be found on the EMS Web site under the Board of EMS 
position papers, and is also included with the Scope of 
Practice matrix.     

The position paper should not be treated as legal advice 
or medical direction.  Consult with your medical director 
and local legal counsel regarding particular scenarios.    

EMS Education Coordinator Receives 
Special Certifi cate of Recognition
Ohio Division of EMS Chief of Operations John Sands 
received a special certifi cate of recognition from Ohio
Department of Public Safety Director Henry Guzmán
this month.  He was recognized for the heroic efforts 
he took to save a drowning victim while vacationing in 
Florida in August.  John, who is a certifi ed fi refi ghter and 
paramedic, was able to administer CPR to the 74-year-
old victim until a rescue squad arrived to transport the
person to the hospital, where he was able to make a full
recovery.
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David R. Peterson, EMS 
Certifi cate Number 95469
Violation: Violation of consent 
agreement
Sanction: Denial of renewal of 
certifi cate to practice

Robert V. Arida, EMS Certifi cate
Number 3704
Violation: Misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude conviction,
Disorderly Conduct
Sanction: Written reprimand,
must submit Bureau of Criminal
Identifi cation & Investigation
Civilian Background Check within 
120 days, and must complete 
anger management course

Kevyn E. Snow, EMS Applicant
Number 167345
Violation: Misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude conviction, Public 
Intoxication with a Controlled 
Substance
Sanction: Must submit Bureau
of Criminal Identifi cation &
Investigation Civilian Background
Check within 120 days, another in
three years, disclosure of consent
agreement to employer, and must 
submit to random drug testing

April L. Fetters, EMS Certifi cate 
Number 132486
Violation: Misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude conviction,
Attempted Forgery
Sanction: Written reprimand,
must submit Bureau of Criminal
Identifi cation & Investigation
Civilian Background Check within 
120 days, must submit another 
in three years, and must obtain 
authorization to practice from
chief/medical director

Raymond E. Misner, Jr., EMS 
Certifi cate Number 127931
Violation: Felony diversion

program conviction, Theft
Sanction: Written reprimand,
must submit Bureau of Criminal 
Identifi cation & Investigation
Civilian Background Check within
120 days, and another at renewal

Angela M. Myers, EMS
Certifi cate Number 122161
Violation: Misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude conviction, 
Disorderly Conduct
Sanction: Written reprimand,
must submit Bureau of Criminal 
Identifi cation & Investigation
Civilian Background Check within
120 days, and must complete
anger management course

Melissa K. Pace, EMS
Certifi cate Number 129384
Violation: Felony intervention in 
lieu of conviction, Possession of 
Cocaine
Sanction: Denial—stayed, 
written reprimand, must submit
Bureau of Criminal Identifi cation
& Investigation Civilian 
Background Check within 120
days/prior to issuance, must
submit another in three years,
three year probation, must
submit to random drug/alcohol 
testing, must provide proof of 
successful completion of drug/
alcohol program, must obtain 
authorization to practice from
chief/medical director, and must
notify division of any violations  

Timothy J. Blake, EMS 
Certifi cate Number 106223
Violation: Voluntary surrender
Sanction: Revocation of 
certifi cate to practice

Russell J. Moser, II, EMS
Certifi cate Number 65629
Violation: Misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude conviction, 
Disorderly Conduct and Improper 
Handling of a Firearm in a Motor 
Vehicle

Sanction: Written reprimand and
must submit Bureau of Criminal 
Identifi cation & Investigation 
Civilian Background Check within
120 days/prior to issuance

Stephen A. Pastor, EMS 
Applicant Number 173882
Violation: Misdemeanor involving 
moral turpitude conviction,
Domestic Violence
Sanction: Written reprimand and
must submit Bureau of Criminal 
Identifi cation & Investigation 
Civilian Background Check within
120 days/prior to issuance

Jennifer L. Bryan, EMS
Certifi cate Number 83072
Violation: Misdemeanor involving 
moral turpitude conviction,
Passing Bad Checks, two counts
Sanction: Written reprimand and
must submit Bureau of Criminal 
Identifi cation & Investigation 
Civilian Background Check within
120 days

Todd A. Kirby, EMS Certifi cate
Number 173425
Violation: Misdemeanor 
involving moral turpitude 
conviction, multiple Operating
Motor Vehicle under the Infl uence
convictions; Felony conviction,
Criminal Mischief
Sanction: Denial—stayed,
written reprimand, must submit 
Bureau of Criminal Identifi cation
& Investigation Civilian
Background within 120 days/
prior to issuance, must submit
another in three years, three year 
probation, must submit to random 
drug/alcohol testing, must provide
proof of successful completion 
of drug/alcohol program, must 
obtain authorization to practice
from chief/medical director,
and must notify division of any 
violations

Dennis R. McFarland, EMS
Certifi cate Number 67266
Violation: Random audit issues
Sanction: Written reprimand,
must complete the continuing
education requirements, and 
must supply documentation of 
continuing education with next 
renewal application

Erica G. Vencil, EMS Certifi cate
Number 98524
Violation: Random audit issues
Sanction: Written reprimand,
must complete the continuing
education requirements, and 
must supply documentation of 
continuing education with next 
renewal application

Gary D. Rhodes, EMS 
Certifi cate Number 1271
Violation: Random audit issues
Sanction: Revocation of 
certifi cate to practice

Sherrie A. Patrick, EMS 
Certifi cate Number 3121
Violation: Random audit issues
Sanction: Written reprimand,
$250.00 disciplinary fi ne, 
must complete the continuing
education requirements, and 
must supply documentation of 
continuing education with next
renewal application

Frederick L. Kauser, EMS
Certifi cate Number 2360
Violation: Random audit issues
Sanction: Written reprimand, 
$250.00 disciplinary fi ne, must 
complete the continuing education
requirements, and must supply
documentation of continuing
education with next renewal 
application 


