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BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES UNVEILS GOLD STAR LICENSE PLATE  

 
(COLUMBUS) – The Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS) today unveiled the newest specialty 
license plate from the Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV), the Gold Star Family Plate. The plate became 
available April 25, 2008 and honors all of those who died in a combat zone while serving any branch of 
the U.S. armed forces. 
 
Members of the Gold Star Family Committee joined ODPS Director Henry Guzmán and Ohio BMV 
Registrar Mike Rankin in the Atrium of the ODPS BMV to officially unveil the plate this morning. Family 
members who lost loved ones in a conflict, and chosen by the Gold Star Committee, were presented 
with ceremonial Gold Star Plates. The Gold Star Family Committee started out as a grassroots 
movement for families to honor their lost loved ones and grew into a statewide drive to establish a Gold 
Star plate, which is now a moving monument for families to display proudly for our state's fallen heroes. 
 
“The Ohio Department of Public Safety is uniquely tied to our military through our mission to serve and 
protect Ohioans,” said Guzmán. “We are proud to honor those who lost their lives serving our country 
by offering this and other military license plates through the BMV.” 
 
The Gold Star plate features an image of a large five-point star, encircled by five smaller stars. Ten 
combat zones have been designated to appear above the star image: Iraq, Afghanistan, Desert Storm, 
Grenada, Lebanon, Persian Gulf, Panama, Korea, Vietnam, and World War II.  Others may be available 
upon request. 
 
Immediate family members of a person who died in a combat zone may order a set of Gold Star plates 
from the Ohio BMV. The plates are being offered for the same price as standard license plates; the 
special plate fee is being waived for system-assigned plates, or the plates 
may be personalized or reserved for an additional charge. Immediate family members include: a 
spouse; a parent, step-parent, or other person who acted in loco parentis; a sibling (including whole, 
half, or by adoption); a child (including stepchild or adopted); or a grandparent.  
 
Since the plate became available, the BMV has issued 59 Gold Star Family Plates to honor those who 
died in: Iraq (49), WWII (5), Vietnam (4), and Desert Storm (1).  
 
According to U.S. Department of Veteran's Affairs, the estimated total of veterans nationally as of 
September 2007 was 23.5 million. The Veteran’s Affairs 2006 Census estimated the total for Ohio was 
1,032,095. 
 
To view all Gold Star plates, please visit www.bmv.ohio.gov/vehicle_registration/gold_star_family.htm.   
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